Janice Barbara Popovich
September 1, 1939 - December 22, 2020

Janice (Justine Barbara Margaret Laczko) Popovich, age 81, passed peacefully on
12/22/2020 at the Inn at Olentangy Trails in Delaware, Ohio, of COVID and advanced
Alzheimers. She is survived by her husband of over 60 years Jacob (Jack) Popovich Sr;
her four children John (Lori) Popovich, Jack Jr (Amy) Popovich, JanMarie (Arwen) Love,
and Justine (Tim) Popovich. She is also survived by her grandchildren Nicole (Jason) Dill,
Hayley (Scott) Fultz, Steve Popovich, Nick Popovich, Xander Stokes, and Imani Love; and
great grandchildren Evelyn Fultz, Vera Dill, and Rosie Dill; and her sister Annie Switka and
cousin Rita Roncone, as well as many cousins, nieces, and nephews. She is preceded in
death by her parents John Laczko and Katherine (Katie) Laczko and her brother John
(Evelyn) Laczko. Janice was born 9/1/39 in Klune, PA, but spent almost all of the first 62
years of her life in Youngstown, Ohio, until she moved to Columbus in 2001 to be closer to
her children and grandchildren. She met her beloved husband while he played piano in
various bands. To her final days, she enjoyed nothing more than listening to him play for
her, which he did often. She worked as a homemaker and medical secretary for Dr.
Bertrum Katz. She was active in her church for many years, serving on many committees,
including the church festival, where she created beautiful artwork and advertising for the
event. She graduated from Youngstown South High School in 1957, where she was voted
most humorous. Everyone who knew Janice loved her outstanding sense of humor;
always cracking a joke and making everyone around her happy. She could light up a room
when she wanted, but was always the best and most empathetic listener. She was the
best friend of many, many people in her family and among her friends, whether in the
church or the neighborhood in Boardman. She loved spending time with her children at
the local swimming pool, at home, and at many family gatherings with her mother, her
siblings, and their children. She loved dancing, whether "jitterbug-style" with her husband
or Hungarian style with her sister or cousin Rita. She never missed a Hungarian picnic at
St. Stephen's Church in Youngstown. She was a great artist. Her over 30 oil and
watercolor paintings hang proudly in the homes of her children, grandchildren, and friends
all over. She lives on in our memories and through her paintings. In lieu of flowers, please
send any desired contributions to the Alzheimer's Association ().
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Visitation Reception

03:00PM - 05:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northwest
1740 Zollinger Rd, Columbus, OH, US, 43221
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Memorial Service

05:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northwest
1740 Zollinger Rd, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 31 at 11:55 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 17 at 09:40 AM

“

One of the best parts of my week was time spent with Janice while Jack taught my
twins piano. Sharing stories about life and her artwork, while listening to the drama in
mine and always offering support and wisdom. I feel lucky to have known her- much
love to the whole Popovich family.

Sue Berg - August 29 at 08:14 AM

“

Although I did not have the gift of knowing janice, i do have the pleasure of calling
her son John my friend.
That in mind i offer my sincere heartfelt condolences for the whole family’s
understanding and acceptance of our saviors calling. May God cradle you in his
loving arms at this difficult moment.
Sincerely sorry,
Eric Clausen

Eric Clausen - December 31, 2020 at 02:10 PM

“

Janice was a kind person with a wonderful sense of humor . I was grateful to have
known her in her later years of life . Janice was happiest when we spoke about her
children and her memories of learning traditional Hungarian dances in her childhood
years . Janice was loved by her husband Jack and I witnessed his devotion to her.
Janice loved a good cup of coffee, or perhaps I should say a little coffee with her
sugar and cream and she never passed up an opportunity to eat something sweet .
She had the ability to make me laugh, an example being if I reminded her to correct
her posture, she would stand up straight , shoulders back , and sashay down the
hallway, owning the catwalk . We enjoyed spending time looking through books on
arts and sometimes laughed over what others considered art , as Janice was an
accomplished artist as well. Janice will always have a place in my heart . Her later
years were difficult for her and yet her sunny disposition always tried to shine through
despite her obstacles . I will miss her

Ann Fischer - December 27, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

I have very fond memories of my mother-in-law, Janice. She adored her family and
friends and was always there for everyone. We shared many moments with her in a
houseful of music and art. She was in pure joy when as she would say "all of her
ducks were in a row". My favorite picture that she painted was a dancer with a pianist
in the background. She introduced me to one of her favorite Hungarian dishes chicken paprikas. She loved to dance - I loved when she would share stories about
Annie and her taking Hungarian dance lessons when they were younger. She was an
incredible woman and will be immensely missed. Janice - We love you. - Lori

Lori Popovich - December 26, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“

Janice was a great sister-in-law. We had so many good times together, laughing
throughout our visit. She loved making her special Hungarian dishes -she was a
good cook! I admired her talent as an artist but she was so humble about it.
Everyone loved her - how could you not? I will miss her as we all will but she gave us
some wonderful memories! Listening to the song, Silent Night, I see her “sleeping in
Heavenly Peace”. Love you Janice. Carol (Chrobak)

Carol Chrobak - December 26, 2020 at 12:23 PM

“
“

“

Thank you Auntie Carol, love and miss you so much!
JanMarie - December 26, 2020 at 01:16 PM

Miss you too Sweetheart
Carol Chrobak - December 26, 2020 at 02:28 PM

8 files added to the tribute wall

Arwen Love - December 25, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

So many wonderful memories. Janice was truly one of a kind. She was an
exceptional, beautiful, expressive, and mischievous woman - full of humor and
wisdom. Janice always made sure others felt valued and appreciated. I always knew
she loved me as one of her own, even thought I was an “out-law”. Some of my
favorite memories of Janice include her painting works of art with granddaughter
Imani, jitterbugging around the kitchen with “her Janny Panny”, sitting next to her
husband on the piano bench - listening intently while he played just for her, tickling
and teasing her grand babies to the tune of joyful squeals and endless giggles.
Proud of her Hungarian heritage and a bit of a sailor-mouth, Janice made sure to to
pass on the most essential Hungarian swear words to her kids and grandkids. She
loved learning and sought to better understand the cultures and histories of those
she cared about. Janice was a great mischief-maker. Visiting us in Georgia, she
conspired with her sister Annie to slip two margarita glasses into her handbag after a
dinner out (to gift our friends who had admired them). Janice Panice. I have been
missing her increasingly over the past several years and feel the sinking ache in my
gut as losing her begins to settle in. I am so grateful to have been counted as one of
her chickens and am sending my love to my Popovich family and Janice’s extended
tree of family and friends.

Arwen Love - December 25, 2020 at 01:55 PM

“
“

Thank you sweetie! I know she loved you so much
JanMarie - December 26, 2020 at 01:13 PM

Last night, December 21, 2020, Jupiter and Saturn came together to welcome in the
heavens a shining star, Janice Popovich. She was my best friend as kids growing up. I owe
my life to her as she introduced the man I married to me. In this picture, she was my only
bridesmaid. In later years, she became my partner at our secretarial service in Boardman.
My heart is so sad, but I know she is with her mother and brother. Will miss you, my friend.
Mary Baxter - December 27, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Jack Popovich - December 24, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jack Popovich - December 24, 2020 at 03:33 PM

