Janet Hope Hickman
July 8, 1940 - April 30, 2020

Janet Hope Hickman, 79, of Columbus passed away on April 30, 2020 from complications
related to Parkinson’s. She was born on July 8, 1940 in Kilbourne to Bernard and Pauline
(Williams) Gephart. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband
John D. Hickman and brother Donald (Duff) Gephart.
Janet was an author, educator and mentor. She graduated from the Ohio State University
with a B.S. in 1960, an M.A. in 1964 and a Ph.D. in 1979. Her life’s work was teaching
others and learning herself how to use children’s literature to enrich the lives and learning
of children and young adults. She wrote seven books for young adults, including three that
were Ohio-based historical fiction, one fantasy novel and three novels about growing up in
small town Ohio, including the award winning Jericho, which won an Ohioana Book Award
and was a Boston Globe/Horn Book Honor Book in 1995. She taught gifted eighth graders
in Whitehall from 1961-1964, was a part time children’s literature instructor from 19681973 and a member of the faculty of the College of Education and Human Ecology from
1979-2005. She taught and mentored many librarians, elementary educators and
graduate students during that time (and was mentored by Charlotte Huck, a cherished
friend, colleague, text book co-author and neighbor in whose honor she spearheaded the
foundation of a children’s literature chair at O.S.U.). For many years she organized a
children’s literature conference in Columbus, bringing together educators and authors.
She was also actively involved in raising her children and grandchildren, volunteering with
their schools, baking cookies (almost 50 years of snickerdoodles on the first day of school
for some family member somewhere), drinking wine and scotch (especially while indexing
text books), enjoying long walks and Ohio State sports (especially with her husband
John).
Janet will be greatly missed by her children John (Woody) Hickman (Melissa); Holly H
Heer; Matthew B. Gephart (Angela) and grandchildren Susanna, Alexander, Ellie, John
(Nat), Everly and Sadie.

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, a private memorial service will be held.
Arrangements entrusted to the SCHOEDINGER WORTHINGTON CHAPEL, 6699 North
High Street. To share memories or condolences with the family please go to http://www.sc
hoedinger.com.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making donations in Janet’s memory to the Parkinson’s
Foundation or the Charlotte S. Huck Children’s Literature Fund at the Ohio State Universit
y (302885).

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - May 04, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - May 04, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

I went to school with Janet in the first grade. I remember her and where she lived. I often
went to her house to play. My older sister went to school with her brother. So glad she had
a full and happy life. Because you hardly ever get to know what happens to your long ago
friends.
Sandra Yates St.John - May 10, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

As we start this Memorial Day weekend, the Ohioana Library remembers and pays tribute
to Janet Hickman. Janet was not only the winner of two Ohioana Awards for her wonderful
books for young readers, she was a long-time and devoted friend to Ohioana. Janet will not
be forgotten, and our condolences and best wishes go to her family.
David Weaver, Director, Ohioana Library
David Weaver - May 22, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

To the family of Janet Hickman: Please accept my deepest condolences on your loss. I was
one of Mrs. Hickman's eighth graders at Whitehall's Rosemore Jr. High School in 1961. I've
always remembered her as one of the best teachers I've ever had. She was so kind and so
much fun! I can still remember her reading to our class from the works of James Thurber. I
will never, ever forget her and the days I spent as one of her students. I'm glad to learn that
she had a happy life, full of love. I will never forget her, as long as I live. Again, I am so
sorry for your loss.
Judith Sommers Conrad - May 14 at 11:42 AM

“

Judith Sommers Conrad lit a candle in memory of Janet Hope Hickman

Judith Sommers Conrad - May 14 at 11:44 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Janet Hickman's passing. I was one of the "gifted eighth
graders" she taught at Rosemore Junior High school in 1961. Along with most (if not
all) of our class members that year, I absolutely loved her. She stands out in my
memory as one of the best teachers I've ever had in my life. I can still remember her
reading to our class from the works of James Thurber. She was so expressive and
funny! I was part of a group of six girls who all really loved her. I remember that she
took our group to Town and Country Shopping Center in Whitehall, to decorate some
store windows for either Halloween or Christmas. We all had such a fun time
together! She had a lot of very creative teaching methods; we often divided into
groups to do such things as put on a play, or create a presentation. I loved her very
much and have thought about her often throughout the years. Again, I'm so sorry to
hear of her passing. I'm sure she was loved my many other classes of students, as
well. I am so sorry to hear of her passing.

Judith Sommers Conrad - May 14 at 11:32 AM

“

Dr. Janet Hickman installed in me a love for Children's Literature, as a student and a
writer. Her Roots of Fantasy graduate course was my favorite. A gentle, encouraging,
grounded mentor and friend. She will be missed. Dr. Jennifer Cross

Jennifer Cross - June 11, 2020 at 02:32 PM

“

To the children and grandchildren of Janet Hickman,
Please accept my deepest sympathy. Your mother and grandmother was a true gem!
Her quick smile and positive enthusiasm brightened my night children's literature
class in the winter of 1968-69. Her class changed my life and I became a lover of
children's literature. The conference she headed brought so many changes and
memories to me and many others. Please know she continues to be fondly
remembered and will be missed by me and many others. Linda Woolard

Linda Woolard - May 19, 2020 at 12:13 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Janet's passing. She was an inspiration to many and in some
degree to our son Tim, who went on to become a writer. She was a grand lady and a
perfect partner for John. Our condolences to Woody, Holly, and Matt and families.
Denny & Kay Hedges

Kay Hedges - May 09, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

I saw Janet's obituary this morning and thoughts of her have filled my day. We were
graduate students at the same time in the Children's Literature area of OSU's
College of Education. I enjoyed getting to know her and learning with her. I
remember the thrill of her books being published and all of us celebrating her
accomplishments. I recall ALL of the work that she put into organizing the Children's
Literature Conference, over the years. Most of all, I am touched by her humility. She
was right up there with the other "Greats" in her field. Nevertheless, she maintained
an easy-going, friendly style that was open to all the individuals she met. Her
example will live on for all of us who were touched by her life. She will be
remembered with love and honor.

Regina Weilbacher Rosier - May 09, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Janet was a treasure trove of information, common sense and pure love for
children's literature. She was a tremendous resource for me when I was covering
children's books for The Dispatch. Her expertise in her field, as well as her talent in
producing stories for young readers, was exceptional. My condolences on the loss of
this beautiful, giving woman.
Nancy Gilson Braverman

Nancy Gilson Braverman - May 09, 2020 at 08:48 AM

“

Holly, Woody and families,
On behalf of my mom, Velma McKillip, I wanted to say how sorry we were to hear of
your mother’s passing. My parents enjoyed their friendship with your parents and I
reminded my mom today of the times we visited your grandparent’s home.
Our sympathies and prayers to all of you!
Leslie Lenhart

Leslie Lenhart - May 07, 2020 at 06:42 PM

“

To Holly and Alex,
You are both in my thoughts and prayers. My first interactions with Janet were
through Cover to Cover and Sally Oddi, then as my children's lit professor at OSU
and finally having Alex as a student and being given experiences even more special
when she worked with our class at Indianola. She was an incredible teacher and a
wonderful person. I am richer for having her in my life. Thank you for sharing her with
me!
Lisa Seiberling

Lisa Beth Seiberling - May 04, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

Jan was in my doctoral "cohort" and we took many classes together and team-taught
a couple, too. I so loved the intellectual stimulation of our friendship and learned
much from her talent for gentle persuasion and sly good humor. The literature
conferences she helped organize were reunion times for many of us for years
afterwards. She will be missed, but the world is a better place for her having been
here.
Linda Levstik

Linda Levstik - May 04, 2020 at 01:46 PM

“

Diane Zoeller lit a candle in memory of Janet Hope Hickman

Diane Zoeller - May 04, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

Dear Holly, Alex, and Suzie,
I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your mother and grandmother. A final, fond
memory, I have was on the occasion of Janet moving from her long-time home in
Clintonville. Even at that time when her world was changing, she was thinking of
others and especially children. As she closed down her home, she shared her
extensive personal library collection with many of our staff members and our school
library, which she helped to shape. What a grand lady...she is missed.
Thinking of you all with deepest sympathy,
April Repka-Indianola Informal

April Repka - May 04, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Janet Hope Hickman.

May 03, 2020 at 05:13 PM

“

Dear Holly, John and Matthew,
Bob and I were so sad to learn today that your mother Janet had passed away on
April 30th. Our deepest condolences to all of you. We have very fond memories of
both of your parents and your time living on Gudrun. Your mother was a wonderful,
kind neighbor, and I admired her work as an author of children's books. With great
sympathy,
Mary Jo Kilroy and Bob Handelman

Mary Jo Kilroy - May 03, 2020 at 01:42 PM

“

Jill Pugh lit a candle in memory of Janet Hope Hickman

Jill Pugh - May 01, 2020 at 12:48 PM

