James (Jim) Morley
May 19, 1927 - February 3, 2021

James (Jim) Morley, age 93 of Upper Arlington passed away peacefully at his home with
family on February 3, 2021. Jim was born in Columbus, Ohio on May 19, 1927 to the late
Paul E. and Mary E. Morley.
He graduated from Hilliard High School in 1945 before enlisting in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. After serving in the Navy, Jim returned to Columbus and received an
Associate's Degree in Architectural Drafting from Franklin University. He had a long career
in the building business including a partnership with his father (Paul E. Morley and Son)
and the founding of his own company (J.A. Morley, Inc.). As a general building contractor,
Jim's projects included light commercial, custom residential and remodeling.
Jim lived an extraordinary life with gifts of love, purpose, integrity and devotion. He was
preceded in death by his high school sweetheart and wife of 69 years, Ramona (Walker)
Morley; his sisters Pauline (Roger) Fahrbach, Marjorie (William) Snouffer and brother
Ralph (Shirley) Morley.
Jim was a devoted family man. Family togetherness was one of the greatest gifts he
taught. His wit and sense of humor were only surpassed by his love of music. He was
always humming or whistling a tune. He played multiple instruments but his true passion
in his later years was his participation as a member of the Buckeye State Harmonica Club.
Jim is survived by his children Steve Morley, Marilyn (Dennis) Swanson, Chris (Jill)
Morley; grandchildren Erin (Todd) Sesto, Dan Morley, Kristen(Marc) Poland, Amanda
Swanson, Lindsey Swanson, Jennifer Morley, Michelle (Keaton) Morris, Colin Morley,
Anna Morley; great grandchildren; Mallory Poland, Wesley Poland, Aevan Sesto and
Declan Sesto.
Due to Covid 19, a private service will be held for immediate family at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST followed by a graveside service at Union Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the James Fund for Life at the Ohio State
University Comprehensive Cancer Center.

Cemetery
Union Cemetery - Columbus (old side)
2800 Olentangy River Rd
Columbus, OH, 43202

Comments

“

I have many fond memories of Jim through my Buckeye State Harmonica Club
membership. I was dazzled by his smooth harmonica playing - gliding effortlessly
through melodies and harmonies. Early during the warmer months of 2020 The Club
met at Jim's house for Wednesday night practices. A couple times we were in the
house and later switched to his back patio. I remember him sharing his recordings
playing keyboard and harmonica - tracked himself over the other. They were
amazing. The unforgettable treat was to hear Jim play Swinging Shepherd Blues with
Ray Daily, the Club's highly talented guitar player. Two great musicians. Today I
learned of Jim's death and am very sad missing him. The Club will not be the same
without Jim Morley. How lucky his children have been to have such a wonderful
father who lived into his 90's. May God bless you all in your grief.

Anna Weaver - February 20 at 08:30 PM

“

Written in the Stars was purchased for the family of James (Jim) Morley.

February 18 at 04:21 PM

“

So many memories full of so much love for you gramps. You always had time for me
and that in itself was so huge in my life. You would stop what you were doing to
throw the softball with me, watch an old musical, or just sit and chat about life. Your
joy knew no bounds and neither did your heart. I miss you so much.

Kristen Poland - February 17 at 08:42 PM

“

My special uncle Jim was one of the dearest people to ever be in my life. I have so many
wonderful , fond memories of being with him and sharing so many fun times. I loved to hear
him sing and play music, I loved the way he made us all feel so special to him. He taught
me so much about life and love, hard work and generosity. He always made everything
more fun and was always by my side in good times and bad. I will miss him so much! I wish
I could thank him once more for all he’s done for me and to tell him once again how much I
loved him. He will be so missed!
Carolyn - February 18 at 03:54 PM

