James Laird
June 9, 1965 - January 13, 2021

James Paul Laird died on January 13, 2021, following a long battle with cancer. He was
born in Columbus, Ohio to Robert Merton Laird, Jr. and Helen McNary Laird on June 9,
1965. He graduated from Northland High School in 1983 and attended the Ohio State
University to study microbiology and molecular genetics. He began his career at Battelle
Memorial Institute, working first in microbiology, but eventually moving to an IT
Coordinator position. He then moved on to a Systems Administrator position with the Ohio
State University.
Jim is survived by his wife, Karen (Collins), his daughter Anna, and his son Sam; five
siblings, Kathleen, Mary Elizabeth (Molly), Robert M. III, Suzanne, and Edward; and three
nephews, Robert M. IV, Ryan, and Sean.
If you had the good fortune to meet Jim, you know how open and friendly he was, and
how much fun it was to talk to him. He was extremely intelligent and had a wide range of
interests. He was equally comfortable talking with you about theatre, religion, history,
politics, science, social justice, photography, technology, dogs, Monty Python, music, or
nearly anything else you can imagine.
Jim and Karen married on December 17, 1994. They welcomed Anna in 1996 and Sam in
2001. Jim was a devoted partner and best friend to his wife, and a role model to his
children. He taught them the importance of commitment, the value of supporting each
other as family, and the grace that comes from apologizing when you mess up. He also
encouraged them to be curious and playful, and truly enjoyed sharing his goofy side with
them.
The best thing about Jim was his sense of humor. He was witty and quick with puns, a
master of the "Dad Joke". He saw the humor in even the darkest and scariest of times,
and used it to make things just a little bit easier to bear.
Due to the risks of Covid, no services will be held at this time. When it is safe to gather in

groups again, we will celebrate his life with a time to share our favorite Jim-stories and lots
of bad puns.
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to one of the following charities:
Steps for Sarcoma <https://www.stepsforsarcomaevent.com/donate.html>
Rails to Trails Conservancy
<https://www.railstotrails.org/greatamericanrailtrail/route/ohio/>
WCBE <https://wcbe.org/>
WOSU <https://wosu.org/>

Comments

“

Karen, I was Jim’s colleague in the Department of Computer Science and
Engineering at the Ohio State University. He was so kind to everyone and was an
expert on computers. No matter what kind of computer problems I encountered, he
always got them fixed. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your children.

Feng Qin - March 12 at 09:44 PM

“

Karen, I have many posts I would like to share with you from the Battelle alumni
Facebook page. Unsure how to reach you? Prayers are with you and your children.
Karoline Golovin

Karoline Golovin - January 21 at 02:53 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of James Laird.

January 19 at 03:27 PM

“

Sending my condolences to the family Rest In Peace

Katren Henderson - January 17 at 10:04 PM

“

I went to junior high and high school with Jim, he was a great guy. My prayers for
comfort and peace are with his family

Lisa(Hinckley) Bradford - January 17 at 08:41 PM

“

Jim was in my 7th grade class and was a very funny, sweet goofball. He wore a
denim jean jacket every day and had long brown hair that he had to push away from
his face all the time. I missed not knowing how he grew up and where he went in life.
It sounds like he had a wonderful life and beautiful family. You are in my prayers.

Holly (Robinson) Fischer - January 17 at 07:09 PM

“

Karen, Suzanne, and family,
I send my condolences. I am so sorry that you have lost such a wonderful man and
member of the Laird clan. Reading his obituary made me feel like I got to know him a
little better. I worked in the libraries and classrooms of Worthington Schools and
attend OLP and St. Peter's. It sounds like Jim was a great Catholic, too. I wish you
sweet memories and peace. Loss of a dear one breaks the heart, but our faith can
carry us through. Sending love and prayers for the Laird clan. Patti Gill

Patricia Gill - January 17 at 02:54 PM

“

Karen and family, I’m so sorry to hear about Jim. It’s been a while since our days at
St Joan of Arc but I have fond memories of your beautiful family. I will keep you all in
my prayers hoping that Jim isn’t suffering. I know you’ve all been courageous and
strong but I hope the love of family and friends helps you through this difficult time.
Love and hugs, Vickie Stover

vickie stover - January 16 at 09:33 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Karen Laird - January 16 at 04:19 PM

“

Karen, Anna, and Sam, my heart goes out to the three of you. I am so sorry for your
loss. Please know that I will be keeping you three in my thoughts and my prayers.
(Many fond memories of your family when Anna was in my second grade class.)

Sandy Downie - January 16 at 12:35 PM

“

I was the adviser of the Northland High School yearbook, the Valhalla. Jim was the
assistant editor when I took the job and he turned out to be my Knight in Shining
Armor. I didn’t know much at the time about putting a yearbook together and he
helped so much teaching me the ins and outs. He was so much fun and we had so
many laughs. I haven’t seen Jim since he graduated, but I am so happy to hear of his
successes in life. My condolences to his family! I hope you take comfort to know he
is now with God-probably doing IT things. He was so ambitious!!!!

Carolyn Flesch - January 16 at 09:54 AM

“

Oh Karen, Anna, and Sam, I am so deeply sorry to hear of Jim's passing! As if the
loss were not already difficult enough, I know that losing him in this time when your
friends and loved ones cannot physically surround you with love and support makes
it even worse. Please know that you are in our prayers and feel our love from afar.
Bob has shared this sad news with the rest of the St. Joan of Arc choir, as we know
many of them will want to support you in prayer as well.

Susan Emerson - January 16 at 08:58 AM

“

It is with deep sorrow that I speak of the passing of my brother, James. He had a kind
and gentle soul that made life better for all that knew him.
My heart goes out to Karen, who's enduring love made his life's journey easier. The
two great children they have enriched him. Bless all three of you for the joy you
brought him.
"Ar dheis De' go raibn a aman dilis " - May his noble soul rest in peace.

Robert Laird - January 15 at 05:29 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Teresa Laird - January 15 at 04:45 PM

“

Karen, Anna,and Sam, you have my heart felt sympathy. My prayers are with you
during this difficult time. Jim truly was everything in your tribute to him. He was
gentle, kind and good. His smile and laughter the best.

Teresa Laird - January 15 at 02:37 PM

“

I worked with Jim during my time in Engineering. He was definitely someone I will
never forget and I enjoyed getting to talk to him about his life and experiences. He
will sorely be missed and my condolences to his family. Jim was an awesome person
and a wonderful coworker.

Brian Foley - January 15 at 12:38 PM

“

Jim was a good friend and mentor to me. He and I shared an office for quite a while
and I always enjoyed the stories he would share. Whether that be from his early days
at Batelle or the time he studied abroad in Mexico. I always enjoyed hearing what he
had to say both personally and professionally. I will miss him dearly and I hope that
his family is doing well.

Matthew DeCamp - January 15 at 12:30 PM

“

It was with great sadness that we heard the news about Jim. He was a pleasure to
work with, a friend to many, and our team at OSU will greatly miss him.

Vincent Juodvalkis - January 15 at 11:58 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Suzanne Laird - January 15 at 11:06 AM

“

In Sept., 2017, Jim rode his bike from his home in Powell, walked the Steps for Sarcoma 5k
on his reconstructed leg, and insisted on riding his bike back home. I tried to get him to let
me drive him home, but he said, “No, it’s a pride thing.” That’s my baby brother!
Suzanne Laird - January 15 at 09:47 PM

“

Robert M. Laird is following this tribute.

Robert Laird - January 15 at 10:45 AM

“

Karen, Anna and Sam, I am so sorry to hear about Jim's passing. He was a boy
scout leader for Mason and was always so helpful and supportive. He will be missed.
Sending prayers to you all during this difficult time.
Barb (Myers) Skeen

Barbara A skeen - January 15 at 10:33 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of James Laird

Robert Rumberg - January 14 at 10:31 AM

