James "Jim" Jones
June 23, 1936 - April 22, 2020

James "Jim" Jones, 83, of Dublin passed away unexpectedly in Bonita Springs, Florida on
Wednesday, April 22, 2020. Jim was born in Akron, Ohio on June 23, 1936 to the late
Sterling and Viola (Hager) Jones. Also preceding him in death was son Bill Jones; brother
Tom Jones and sister Margaret Morgan. A native of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, Jim graduated
from Cuyahoga Falls High School and then received his Bachelor of Science Degree from
Kent State University in 1958. After graduation, Jim was a high school teacher and coach
in northeastern Ohio. He then obtained a master's degree from Ball State University in
1964 and started his career at Ohio State in the physical education department as an ice
skating instructor in 1965 (as he entered their doctorate program in higher education). He
moved to the athletics department in 1967, when he was hired by Coach Woody Hayes to
be the first "brain coach" and full time academic counselor for the football team. He served
in that capacity until 1970, when he was promoted to assistant director of athletics, where
he was responsible for the department's eligibility, compliance, team travel and grants-inaid programs. In 1977, Jim was elevated to associate director of athletics and ran the dayto-day operations of the athletics department. He worked under the direction of three
athletics directors: Ed Weaver, Hugh Hindman and Rick Bay.
In 1987 he became just the sixth Director of Athletics at The Ohio State University, a
position he held until his retirement in 1994. In 2000, Jim received the Homer Rice Award,
which is presented annually to an FBS athletic director who has made a significant
contribution to intercollegiate athletics. In 2013, he was honored with the James J. Corbett
Memorial Award, presented by the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics
(NACDA). This award is presented annually to a collegiate administrator who "through the
years has most typified Corbett's devotion to intercollegiate athletics and worked
unceasingly for its betterment." The award is the highest honor one can achieve in
collegiate athletics administration. Jim was a NACDA past President, as well as NACDA
Hall of Fame member and remained involved with the Association up until his passing. He
is also a past president of the Division 1A Athletic Directors Association. Jim served on a
plethora of prestigious national committees at the Big Ten Conference and national level.
In 2018, Ohio State's Varsity O organization created the Jim Jones Award to pay tribute

and recognition to those Ohio State male letter winners who, through their careers,
contributed to the honor and fame of The Ohio State University.
Jim was a devoted and beloved husband, father, grandfather and friend. He loved his
family, and the annual family trips to Emerald Isle, NC. He also enjoyed playing golf with
family and friends and spending the winter months in Florida (his home away from home)
and of course, The Ohio State University. He loved the Buckeyes! He was an active
member of the Columbus Gyro Club, Rotary Club, Political Debate Club, Guild Athletic
Club, Kappa Sigma fraternity, Wedgewood Golf and Country Club, Muirfield Village Golf
Club, Ohio State University Golf Club and St. Mark's Episcopal Church. He also enjoyed
being a part of the annual cheese making team. Jim was the world's greatest storyteller
and his time at Ohio State provided him with plenty of material.
Jim will be deeply missed by his loving wife of 57 years Linda (Rea) Jones; daughter
Lynnae (Mark) MaGinn of Dublin; granddaughters Courtney and Taylor MaGinn; and
brother John (Mary) Jones. Also, worth mentioning is Jim's special relationship with
nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws and extended family. His family fiercely loved Jim and
his absence in their lives will create a void that will be deeply felt. He was simply the best
husband, father, grandfather, father-in-law, brother and relative that you could have.
Due to the current health restrictions, a public Celebration of Life for Jim will be held at a
later date. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the William L. (Bill)
Jones Memorial Athletic Scholarship Fund (Fund #643473) by sending donations to The
Ohio State University Department of Athletics Office, 8th Floor Fawcett Center, 2400
Olentangy River Rd., Columbus, OH 43210. Jim was a registered organ and tissue donor.
Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share memories and condolences. Funeral
arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Schoedinger Design Team - May 04, 2020 at 07:44 AM

“

My deepest sympathies and love Linda! I will be praying for you and your family.
Nancy (from the salon)

Nancy Matijasich - April 29, 2020 at 01:31 PM

“

"Dear Linda and Family...We are thinking of you at this difficult time. Jim will be
missed by many friends. We were always grateful to have met Jim after we returned
to Ohio to accept a job at Ohio State Medical Center. Jim loved Ohio State as I do,
and we thoroughly loved hearing his stories about the university. We always enjoyed
spending an evening with Jim and Linda and friends. His hearty laugh and good
spirits provided an uplifting evening. God bless Linda and the entire Family.
Mike and Cindy Grever

Michael and Cindy Grever - April 28, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

Dear Linda...I’m so sorry to hear that Jim passed away. My heart breaks for you,
Lynnae, Mark and your granddaughters. It’s been many years since I’ve seen you,
but you and your family have been in my thoughts often. I wish you comfort in your
sorrow, and that you can smile through your tears remembering what a great
husband, father and grandfather Jim was.
Love,
Marcia Gordon

Marcia Gordon - April 27, 2020 at 11:56 PM

“

Linda, my sympathies go out to you and the family on Jim's passing. It was always a
pleasure sharing some time with you both at Alumni Association events and
Faculty/Staff Bowl tours while in retirement. Of course, it was nice to see the note in
his obituary that he was a registered organ and tissue donor. I especially remember
when i was walking with both of you from our cars to Wally Phillips' memorial one
June day and you mentioned that you were having or had a big birthday(surprise?)
party for him. I asked you when his birthday was and you said, "June 23rd." Then I
asked "what year was he born? " and you replied 1936.I remembered that because it
was exactly my birthdate also.
Please know that your loss is being shared by many others.

NANCY BEJA - April 27, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

God Bless James L, Linda, Lynnae, Mark, Courtney and Taylor. May your hearts be
filled with joy from the love and memories of a great man.
Love, Gary, Linda, Alec and Kate

Gary Lydrickson - April 27, 2020 at 05:57 AM

“

Linda and Lynnae, Judy and I want to express our sadness at hearing of Jims'
passing. Jim never allowed me to address him as Mr. Jones even though he was my
boss. He would say "Mr. Jones was my dad". Jim always had full faith me and it gave
me the confidence to excel as his business manager. During the 1980's and 1990's
we would travel together nearly every Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving Day to
the Bowl Site.There we would negotiate and secure the lodging, practice site, and
local travel arrangements for our football teams post season bowl game. Those
many trips and experiences built our close friendship. I will continue to treasure those
memories. My best to both of you. Doug Clay

Douglas Clay - April 26, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

He was best know as Uncle Jim to us. We all adored him & pretty sure he knew it.
We love how he spoiled all the children & loved to share in our lives. A mentor, a
brother-in-law, great friend & a great citizen. We loved all of his stories especially
when he would repeat them. They always gave us a laugh & him a twinkle in his eye.
Your hugs said it all.

Barbara Kindig - April 26, 2020 at 11:06 AM

“

It is so sad when you lose such a giant in your Family. Being a close friend of his in-laws
Jim treated me and my wife as family. He was a man that you looked up to even if you just
dint know him personally. His accomplishments and nature Preceded him. My heart goes
out to the Jones and Rea family Vince Fullone
vince Fullone - April 27, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

John and Mary,
I'm sorry to read this news. You have my deepest sympathy.

Lynne, a friend of Margaret's - April 26, 2020 at 06:56 AM

“

Dear Linda and family we send our heartfelt sympathy to you all. What a wonderful
life you both had together. We hope you find peace and comfort in all your wonderful
memories.
Daneen and Joe Sabo

Daneen and Joe Sabo - April 25, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

Mitch and I are both very saddened and heartbroken to hear the news about our
dear friend Jim passing away. We have known Jim and Linda for over 37 years
probably. May even be longer than that. My greatest memory of him is when our
Luke was a young kid about three and Jim would always play the quarter game with
Luke. He would always ask Luke who was on the face of a quarter and if Luke
guessed it he gave Luke the quarter. Fast forward to many years and Luke ask him
one day hey Mr. Jones I know who’s on a $20 bill. Jim got a good laugh out of that.
We always loved having them visit with us at Christmas time and Luke always knew
what Jim wanted and would give him his drink of choice the minute he walked in the
door. He’s a hard man to forget and we will never forget the wonderful time and
memories we have of Mr. Jones. God bless his family and give them the strength to
get through this. Love to the family.
Mitch & Marge Henry

margie henry - April 25, 2020 at 01:19 PM

“

Jim was a wonderful person, who will be missed by all who knew him. He had that
rare quality, that once you met him, you felt as if you had been friends forever. A
family man, a Buckeye and a loyal friend. He will always bring warm memories and a
smile. Rene Heiberger.

irene Heiberger - April 25, 2020 at 12:46 PM

