James H. Foster
February 27, 1932 - March 20, 2019

James Harold Foster, died 3/20/19. Born on 2/27/32 to Harold and Esther Beulah Foster in
Coshocton County, Ohio. The youngest of four siblings, he is preceded in death by his
parents, and siblings Rachel Jean (Charles) Erich, Julianne (Henry) Budendorf and
Andrew Foster. His agrarian upbringing in beloved Nellie, Ohio instilled in him a strong
work ethic, and he was always a great provider for his family. Helping in his brother-inlaw's print shop in Coshocton inspired his career in the printing industry after graduating
from Miami University in 1954, where he was a devoted member of Beta Theta Pi
fraternity. He was the quintessential entrepreneur, owning several printing companies
including Foster Business Forms and providing employment to many throughout his 50+
years in the central Ohio printing industry. Persistence, a positive attitude and laughter especially at yourself - were his guiding principles. Community fellowship with Kiawanis,
GAC, and Symposiarchs were important to him, along with a life-long love of baseball and
the Cleveland Indians. With his many friends and family, he enjoyed OSU football and
basketball games, boating, gardening and playing board games and cards with his
children and grandchildren. He was a wonderful father and loved his children, who survive
him: Marilee (Donald) Simon of Ft Myers, FL, Ann (Pat) Miller of Hilliard, OH, and Jennifer
(Jeff) Blair of Powell, OH, and grandchildren Lauren and Leslie Simon (fiancé John
Perfors), Austin and Meredith Miller, and Tyler Blair. Also survived by his children's mother
Nancy Curry, and sister-in-law Nancy Foster, and many beloved nieces, nephews and
friends. Per Jim's request there will be no calling hours. A private family celebration of life
will be held at a later date. Funeral Arrangements are entrusted to SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST CHAPEL. Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share memories and
condolences.

Comments

“

To Ann, Marilee, Jennifer and your Families,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Here are some of my fondest memories from doing
business with your Dad. They are in no particular order: the fire red Porsche, the fact
that he and Elizabeth Taylor were born on exactly the same day, his use of his madeup word “mayhaps”, which always made me laugh, and the life lessons I learned and
still practice from him like, “If you can’t be on time, be early.” And finally, there was
the way he used to mispronounce Hazel’s last name over and over again, which only
meant he was using humor to convey how special and valued she was as an
employee. Only Jim Foster could have pulled that off. Helen Kasper

Helen Kasper - April 15 at 04:36 PM

“

Helen...thank you so much for this! It is the perfect assessment of him, his life lessons, and
his sense of humor, that we will miss so very much.
Marilee Simon - April 18 at 09:41 AM

“

So sorry for your loss.
Wishing you all strength and understanding.
I'll miss his witty banter!

Thomas Donahue - March 26 at 12:47 PM

“

Ann,
Arminta and I were saddened to read about your fathers passing. He was a credit to
the printing industry and we are sure he will be missed by many. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you and your family.
Bill & Arminta Stickney.,

Bill Stickney - March 25 at 12:46 PM

“

Ann,
I am sorry to hear about the loss of your father. I am praying for comfort for you and
your family.
Cheryl Dunn

Cheryl Dunn - March 25 at 12:38 PM

“

Ann,
Sorry to learn of your Dad’s passing. He had a great sense of humor and a was great
personality. He was one of the good guys I’ve had the opportunity to work for and
learn from.
Jeff & Kathy Reedy

Jeff Reedy - March 25 at 12:09 PM

“

Ann,Marilee,Jennifer and families, sorry to read of Jim’s passing. I enjoyed his
enthuastic attitude through all the years we were business partners of Foster B.F. I
spoke with him well over a year ago and he told me of his stroke. I said I would visit
him, but regretfully I did not follow up on my commitment. As the years pass quickly
and many of my business acquaintances pass it is a reminder of the “good old days”.
He was truly a father to be very proud of. May you grieve with the knowledge he lived
a full life. Dave Howell

david howell - March 25 at 12:06 PM

“

Ann and family,
So sorry to read of the passing of your father, he was a good customer of ours for
years. We will keep you and your family in our thoughts and prayers.
Jack and Rich Murphy
The Murphy Company

Rich Murphy - March 25 at 09:20 AM

“

My heartfelt condolences to the Foster family. Jim was such a kind, humble, and
humorous person. As a child I always looked forward to spending the night at the
Foster’s home because he would always such a jokester. Jim was a dear friend of
my father. May he REST IN PEACE!

Libby Thornton Trucco - March 22 at 02:27 PM

“

Jim was a wonderful guy. We loved talking to him about his Coschocton memories.
Ken and Jan Underwood

Ken Underwood - March 22 at 10:54 AM

