I. Lorraine Thomas
October 18, 1935 - November 24, 2019

I. Lorraine Thomas, age 84, passed away peacefully on Sunday, November 24, 2019 at
home in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida with her lovely daughters by her side. Lorraine will always
be known as the First lady of Wendy's. She enjoyed traveling the world by plane or
spending all summer long on her, "I. Lorraine". She was an avid golfer in her day and a
bossy assistant to anyone that was doing the cooking. She loved her time needlepointing
or beading with her lady friends which lead to many dinners where they liked to solve their
children's problems. She had her opinions which she enjoyed sharing with whoever would
listen. She had the biggest heart, generous, and empathic towards the human condition.
Lorraine's life revolved around her children, family and friends. She filled her days with fun
and laughter and devoting her time supporting the charitable causes in which she
wholeheartedly believed in.
Lorraine received countless awards and recognitions for her charitable work. She was
involved in The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, Royal Dames of Cancer
Research, Nova Southeastern University, Women In Distress, Junior Achievement, PAWS,
and numerous philanthropic charities.
She is preceded by her loving husband, R. David Thomas; son, Kenny, and son-in-law,
Steven Farber. She is survived by her sister, Dorothy Saunders; daughters, Pamela
Farber, Molly Thomas, Wendy (Paul) Morse, and Lori Thomas; grandchildren, Ashley
(Philip Ruiz) Floto, Andrew (Brooke) Farber, Aly (Anthony) Kelly, Kristy Thomas, Michael
(Shaw) Thomas, Sean (Natali) Thomas, Stephanie (Kevin Shanley) Thomas, Shannon
(fiance Derrick Scheetz) Thomas, Christopher Postlewaite, Madison Postlewaite, Amanda
Morse, Corey (fiancee Nisha Crouser) Morse, McKenzie Morse, Natalie Morse, J.T. Seitz,
Trevor Seitz, and Jessica Seitz; 6 great grandchildren, Lola Ruiz, David Farber, Steven
Farber, Fredrick Farber, Mason Thomas, and Hudson Thomas; and a special family friend,
Brad Treliving who has been with the family over 30 years.
We will be celebrating Lorraine on Thursday, December 5, 2019 from 4-8 pm at
SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Rd. in Upper Arlington, Ohio
and on Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 10 am at First Baptist Church, 301 E. Broward
Blvd, Ft Lauderdale, Florida. Following the service there will be a reception at The Coral
Ridge Country Club, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

In Lieu of flowers, please contribute to the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption,
www.davethomasfoundation.org. Our family would be honored for you to help children find
their forever home. Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share a special memory of
Lorraine or to sign her online guest book.
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Union Cemetery - Columbus DEC
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Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

Lorraine’s energy, wisdom and generosity will continue to improve the lives of
thousands of children in need and their families for generations to come. I pray that
all her beautiful memories and teachings be with your family always. She truly left the
world a better place.

Miguel Viyella - December 12, 2019 at 09:39 PM

“

To the Thomas Family:
I enjoyed working with Lorraine on the landscaping at her Lea Ct residence. She was
always so nice and down to earth. A pleasure to work with. She would always refer to
herself as "I am just a hillbilly from the Kentucky". You all are in our prayers.
Steve and Denise Pagura

steve pagura - December 05, 2019 at 04:33 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of I. Lorraine Thomas.

December 05, 2019 at 11:02 AM

“

Heartfelt condolences to The Thomas family. Your father and mother were always so
kind and caring to me.
Susan Ferry

Susan Ferry - December 03, 2019 at 06:45 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of I. Lorraine Thomas.

December 03, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy at this sad time, you are in our thoughts. Blessings, the Robin
Schmidt Family.

Jan Schmidt - December 03, 2019 at 12:18 PM

“

Pam, Molly, Wendy, Lori and family.
It’s Grady Regas here. On behalf of our entire family, we send our most sincere
condolences on the passing of your mom. My dad, Bill, asked me to send you a few
special memories of your mom, your dad and your family. Dad wrote out, in long
hand, his special, fond memories. He focused for quite some time on what to express
to you right now. I don’t recall another time in the past decade when he thought so
deeply to recollect the memories of your dad, mom and your family and wrote so
much. His thoughts are all very positive and now are emotion-filled. To summarize,
Dad wants you all to know that we all (Dad, Carol, Sharon, their families and me)
love your family and love your mom. Our dad has loved your dad since 1943 (when
Dave was 12 and Dad was 14 and they worked behind the counter at Regas
together).
Four years ago, McCamish Media made a film of Dad’s life. It is entitled: THE LIFE
AND TIMES OF BILL REGAS. You can watch it by going to: www.YouTube.com . I
mention this to you now because it colors the sentiment we have for your family. In
fact, the reason I know how long our dad has loved your dad is because two and a
half minutes into Dad’s life story video, dad mentions the “long friendship” that Dave
and he shared. This is quite remarkable given that the story in the video begins in the
year 1904 when Dad’s dad made the trip from Greece to “The Land of Opportunity”.
When you get an opportunity, and can invest 47 minutes, watch the video. It tells a
great story about how much Dad treasured the relationship he had with your dad,
mom, your family and eventually Thomas 5 Ltd. We are all very thankful for the
Thomas family and all that you have done for our family. In the video, there is a
mention of the venture our family had with Grady’s Goodtimes. I am quite sure that
idea was heavily inspired by Dave.
Further on in the video at minute number twenty-four, Dad talks four and a half
minutes about his relationship with Dave. To wrap it up, Dad said Dave was his very
best friend. Finally, at minute number 45, there is a tribute to the “Regas Restaurant
Family” showing a picture in front of Regas Restaurant with Dave, Wendy, the
Knoxville Wendy’s Team and the Regas Restaurant Team. In the middle of the video,
Dad said that Dave and he were partners for many years with never a cross word
between them. I find it interesting the parallel that the video itself has with Dad’s
actual experience with Dave. Much like the video Dave was there in the beginning,
the middle and the end. Dave was part of Dad’s professional life in the beginning.
Dave was part of Dad’s professional life in the middle. And Dave helped Dad

professional life have a Big finish with a honorable conclusion.
Along the way we were invited to participate in many of your family’s personal
significant events. These invitations were appreciated more than you know. Similarly,
your family also helped us mark many significant events in our family’s history. We
are appreciative for every opportunity we have had to interact.
Lorraine was a wonderful First Lady. Yes, she was the First Lady of Wendy’s but
more importantly, she was the First Lady of your family. Your family was very
fortunate to have a mom with a loving heart who cared deeply for all her family. Our
recollection of Lorraine is of a wife and mother who was dedicated to her family. She
protected all of you, even if, at times, her most direct way to communicate was
through her wit, a touch of sarcasm and dry humor. She was able to get her points
across. I. Lorraine Thomas will be remembered by our family as the
wonderful, supporting wife and loving mother that she was. We feel fortunate to have
been able to call her friend.
Dad has been enjoying the Thanksgiving visit of his Grandson, Dr. Christopher Acker
(Carol and John’s son), his wife, Anna, and their 18 month- old son, Henry. They live
in Daytona Beach. As with all his visits with his grand kids and great grand kids, Dad
is thankful for his ever- growing family. Dad recalls how your family also has
treasured many memories.
To quote Dad: “What wonderful times Lorraine and Dave enjoyed with their beautiful
family and with us. We will remember the many great times, laughs, and experiences
we had together. Lorraine and David will always hold a special place in our hearts
and memories! Lorraine and her family are in our prayers.”
Much Love to you all and to all of your family!
-The Regas Family
Grady Regas - December 01, 2019 at 05:29 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of I. Lorraine Thomas.

December 01, 2019 at 05:05 PM

