Hughey L. Jones
January 3, 1924 - September 28, 2019

The Reverend Hughey L. Jones of Gahanna, Ohio, age 95, passed away peacefully on
September 28, 2019. Hughey was born on January 3, 1924, in Laurel County, Kentucky to
the late Anderson and Minnie Jones.
He was preceded in death by his beloved wife Virginia, his brother Rothel "Tweet" Jones,
sisters Zeulah Goldsmith, Beulah Borah, Alma Elder, and grandson Brett Sutton. He is
survived by his children Susan Arnold (Michael), Stephen Jones (Louanne) and Shelley
Simeral, his grandchildren Bradley Arnold (Jenifer), Bryan Sutton (Alexandria), Sarah
Arnold (Meghan), Leslie Borbonio, Stephanie Karl (Dan), and Charlene Simeral, his greatgrandchildren Victor Borbonio and Annie Karl, his brothers Ron Jones (Suzi) and Larry
Jones (Bonnie), sister Ollie Lamb (Elmer Sanders), and many cherished nieces and
nephews.
Hughey graduated from Asbury College and Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky. He
served as pastor at Eastwood Methodist Church (Eastwood, Kentucky) 1947-1950, Trinity
Methodist (Cincinnati) 1950-1954, Grace Methodist (Gallipolis) 1961-1967 and Eastview
United Methodist (Whitehall) 1967-1972. He was District Superintendent of the
Portsmouth District 1972-1976 and of the Columbus North District 1976-1978. He served
as Administrative Assistant to two bishops, from 1978-1990. Rev. Jones was elected West
Ohio United Methodist Conference Favorite Son in 1984 and Asbury Theological
Seminary's First Distinguished Alumnus in 1986.
Hughey was known for his athletic prowess in basketball, track, baseball and golf. He was
a first team All-Ohio Basketball Player at his high school in Bremen, Ohio, where he led
the undefeated Bremen Oilers to the state final championship game. He held the record
for most points in a basketball game at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky. In his
lifetime he scored seven holes-in-one. He shot his age numerous times.
Hughey touched countless lives with his kindness, counsel, sense of humor, wisdom and
faith. His relationship with God was paramount in his life. He loved his family deeply and
purely, as they love him. He will be remembered for the Christian love that he exemplified.
He was a guidepost to all who knew him on how to be kind to and accepting of everyone.
With the assistance of SCHOEDINGER NORTHEAST, 1051 E. Johnstown Rd., Gahanna,
a private burial will be held at Forest Lawn Cemetery on October 5, 2019, followed by

10:30AM visitation at the Worthington United Methodist Church, 600 High Street,
Worthington, Ohio 43085 and memorial service at 11:30AM.
Hughey asked his family to impart this message to all of his wonderful friends: "In lieu of
flowers, take someone you love to dinner and celebrate my life."
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Comments

“

It was our pleasure to have Hughey as our pastor at Eastview UMC. Tom and I have
a special place in our hearts: Hughey married us 50 years ago in April. Our sincerest
sympathies to each of you and your families. Tom and Nancy Kennedy

Nancy Kennedy - October 13 at 04:43 PM

“

Deepest sympathy is sent to the family of Rev. Hughey Jones. He was such a kind
and caring Christian man and leader. I admired the outstanding way he served as
assistant to the bishops for twelve years. May God continue to comfort you his family.

Rev William Davis - October 08 at 06:18 PM

“

My beloved co-worker, Sue. May God give you and your family comfort. After reading
the obit, yes I saw your dad was a sweet one!

Brenda - October 05 at 08:57 AM

“

Jones Family,
We send our Deepest Sympathy .....
At Eastview UM Church, we were so fortunate to have Rev Jones as our Senior
Minister..plus his gracious Wife .....and Family.
Those were the days of Music highlights....and Choirs galore....with your Father
honoring us on occasion by playing his guitar....followed by a chuckle and a huge
smile.
On some visits to “The Eye Center” we were greeted by a huge “hug” and a “smile”
asking about former members whereabouts and reminiscing the days of old.
Such a Gracious.........Gentle Man of God.
We will all miss him.
May the Lord Grant you Peace and Strength through the difficult days ahead...
Blessings,
Roger and Betty Stahley
And Families

betty and roger stahley - October 04 at 07:34 PM

“

Hughey was my district superintendent when I was appointed to my first solo church
in Portsmouth. That was the beginning of many years of friendship and respect. His
smile and genuine concern for everyone he met was God’s grace incarnate. Prayers
and sympathy to all the family and friends who will miss this great man even as we
celebrate all that he was and he is to us. Reverend Steve Harsh.

Steve Harsh - October 04 at 03:42 PM

“

Much could be said about Hughey Jones and his impact on the many lives he
touched. He was part of many milestone events for our family. Always with a sparkle
in his eye, a ready smile, a hearty hand shake and a word of encouragement for
everyone. How many weddings, funerals, hospital visits and worship services did he
brighten?
Our family was very fortunate to make many annual pilgrimages to Lakeside with the
Jones family. There was always golf, a trip to the beach and a day a Cedar Point. As
enjoyable as all those things were, the memories that most quickly come to mind
regarding Hughey have to do with the small things: having fun in the cottage, hearing
him sing “Desert Pete” on his tenor guitar, both families marching down the street
reciting a chant that ended with “don’t mind us we’re just a little crazy”. Every day
was a celebration.
One amazing day was when the boys went fishing while the perch were running in
Lake Erie. We came home with huge stringers of fish. Dad and Hughey spent most
of the late afternoon cleaning this catch. That evening both families enjoyed the feast
of a lifetime. Not that it was a fancy spread. It was a meal that was made more
delicious because of the love that went into the catching and preparing.
On the occasion of Hughey's passing I’m reminded of how he began one very
difficult family funeral, “We’ve been together in the best of times, it’s only right that we
are together now.” God bless you Reverend Jones for a life well lived.

John Morgan - October 04 at 10:03 AM

“

Rev. Jones was the pastor at Eastview UM church when I was a child (age 8 to 13).
But I remember him vividly. Always a smile! And always a hug. What a legacy he
leaves in his family and his church family.

Becky Burns Chodzin - October 03 at 05:00 PM

“

Hughey was my first pastor. I remember him fondly as he would throw baseball with
us in the side yard of the parsonage. Every time I saw him over the years he would
ask about Mom and Dad and the family. When I became part of the Conference it
was always good to see him and he continued to be very kind and helpful.
Jack Marsh

Jack Marsh - October 02 at 08:40 PM

“

In 1982, I was unable to follow the rules to take me to ordination. I am a woman who
had young children at home and a husband who traveled every other week, Hughey
was then asst to the bishop. He kept me in the loop for 5 extra years. And, he always
knew who I was when he saw me at the conference office or at Annual Conference.
He's always been in my heart in a special way. And now, his family is in my heart and
prayers.

Jane Faber - October 02 at 06:09 PM

“

“

I was honored to call him friend.
Carl Wiley - October 02 at 08:19 PM

What a tremendous man. He was great friends with my grandmother Ruth Tompkins
and as a young child I remember his kindness and his warm smile. Blessing to the
family, Becky Bayliff

Becky - October 02 at 05:17 PM

“

Hughey was my Supertendent in Columbus North District. He was gifted with great
people skills and good administration ability. His presence in a room lit up the place.
Gene Wells

Gene Wells - October 02 at 04:11 PM

“

Our condolences Church of the Messiah UMC

Rev. Jim Wilson - October 02 at 04:00 PM

“

I would have to say that Hughey Jones (and the whole Jones family) were an integral
part and impact for our WHOLE family! I remember my Dad was going through a
tough time in his life and Rev. Jones said Bill I know just want you need: you and
your family need to come to Lakeside with us. That changed everything for our family
especially my Dad. We found peace, rest, joy and fun in the community and
especially with the Jones' and Ling family. To this day and ongoing "Lakeside is Our
Happy Place". That was not the end of the wisdom and impact Rev. Jones had.
When I was looking at high school graduation he told me and my parents I know just
where you should go ASBURY College. That wisdom changed my life and had a
forever impact on not just my education but my spiritual life to this day. It was an
honor and a blessing for our family to know him and benefit from his insight,
compassion, heart and yes all the fun times. He will be missed but I know he is
rejoicing with our Lord and his wonderful wife.

Patty Leeson - September 30 at 09:51 AM

“

Thanks Patty. Wonderful words for such a Godly man. Mindy Wyckoff
Melinda Wyckoff - October 02 at 01:47 PM

