Dr. Homer F. Mincy Jr
January 12, 1930 - October 28, 2020

Dr. Homer F. Mincy Jr. of Upper Arlington, passed away Wednesday, October 28, 2020,
after a short illness at Riverside Hospital. A native of Roane County, Kingston, Tennessee,
Dr. Mincy was preceded in death by his parents, Rev. Homer F. Mincy Sr. and Eva
Hedgecock Mincy of Athens, Tennessee. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Ila
Breazeale Mincy; son, John (Paula) and grandchildren, John Tyler and Lexie Mincy of
Hilliard, Ohio; brother Virgil (Dorothy) of Granger, IN; Elizabeth Axley of Murfreesboro, TN;
and several nieces. Dr. Mincy graduated from McMinn County High School, in Athens, TN,
and Tennessee Wesleyan University, Athens, TN. He served his country as a radio
technician in the US Army during the Korean conflict for two years. He received advanced
degrees from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, where he also was an Associate
Professor in the College of Education for two years. While continuing his formal education,
he was a teacher and principal in the Loudon County (TN) School System. His first
superintendency was with the Greeneville, TN School System followed by employment as
Superintendent of the Oak Ridge School System in Anderson County, TN. In 1972, he
was appointed Superintendent of the Upper Arlington, Ohio School System and served
there until his retirement in 1993. During this time, he was active in and honored by
several organizations working to support primary and secondary education. He was
honored to be named the Ohio Superintendent of the Year. He was a member of the
Upper Arlington Rotary where he was a Paul Harris Fellow, Torch Club, VFW, American
Legion, First Community Church, and Phi Delta Kappa. Following retirement, he was a
principal founder of the Alliance for High Quality Education in Ohio. In 2015, he was
awarded the Homer F. Mincy Education Leadership Award, and was acknowledged for the
“pivotal, inspirational role he played as the Alliance came together and grew through its
early years.”
He enjoyed travel, golf, college sports, and especially enjoyed the presence of family and
friends. He was forever grateful for the loving support of his wife Ila through his
professional career and her tireless companionship and care during their last years
together. Public visitation will be held from 11-1:30pm on Tuesday, November 10, at the
Schoedinger Northwest Chapel, 1740 Zollinger Rd. Private Celebration of Life ceremony
will be held following at 1:30pm. Guests are respectfully asked to wear masks and

attendance will be monitored to ensure safety for everyone attending. Rev. Jim Long
officiating. The ceremony will be livestreamed at http://www.Schoedinger.com. In lieu of flo
wers, memorial contributions can be made to the Upper Arlington Education Foundation, 1
950 N Mallway Dr, Columbus, OH 43221, the Upper Arlington Community Foundation, 36
00 Tremont Rd, Columbus, OH 43221, or First Community Church Foundation, 1320 Cam
bridge Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212, in his memory. Please visit http://www.Schoedinger.co
m to share memories or leave a condolence to the family.

Events
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Celebration of Life

11:00AM - 01:30PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northwest
1740 Zollinger Rd, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 05, 2020 at 01:52 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 02, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

I am saddened by the passing of Dr Mincy. I followed his tenure in UA as the
Assistant Superintendent.
Homer befriended this “ Michigan” guy early on in my tenure. His acceptance,
guidance and sound judgement was invaluable to whatever success I had.
A remarkable down to earth man. He will be missed
Dr. Robert O’Brien

Dr Robert O’Brien - November 12, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

Dear Ila, John,Virgil and families,
We are so sorry for your loss and have appreciated being able to share Homer's
service online. We enjoyed all the wonderful photos which you posted. We
appreciate, and have always known, that Homer was well respected in his
professional life and in the community. Seeing the accolades written by others attest
to that.
However, we treasure our own memories of Dr. Homer Mincy on vacation, in shorts
and a T shirt, smiling, gentle, book in hand, enjoying his ocean view and early
morning walks to the monument, playing Trivial Pursuit very well, and enjoying a
shared dinner, especially at Admirals 3 when Jean Ann and Elena would whip up
their specialties.
These were precious times in our lives and we will always remember them fondly. All
of you remain in our thoughts and prayers.
Love and hugs, Gretchen and Roger Shay
Matt, Andy , Colleen, Katie and families

Gretchen Shay - November 11, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

Over 43 years ago I arrived in Columbus, Ohio from New Zealand as an exchange
student for the Upper Arlington Rotary Club. The first person I met was my counselor,
Dr. Mincy. Back then letters to NZ took five weeks so I was literally miles and miles
away from my parents.
But over the course of the year, I discovered another 'father' guiding me. That was
Dr. Mincy or, as I later started calling him, Uncle Homer.
So who was Uncle Homer? To answer that I went back to my diary that I had kept
that year. First of all, he was an academic. A deep thinker. You always got a
considered answer from Homer. This was great because you knew he had thought of
every possibility, weighed up all the pros and cons, and delivered his verdict like a
judge. This worked very well except when we were on the 1-75 with a major
intersection coming up in 100 feet and we needed Homer to call the route!
Homer loved learning. Which is good because he was always learning how to play
golf! He was also a strong community man, heavily involved in Rotary and he took
me along to the meetings because he loved to help others... whereas I was more
interested in helping myself - to the roast lunches, apple pies, and yummy food at
these functions!
With his job, Homer attended a lot of lunches and occasionally he would need to go
on a diet. I recall one weekend Ila, John, and I would watch the football with a big old
bag of M & M's, whereas Homer was making up a protein shake having analyzed all
diets and decided shakes was the best approach, even if it was blimmen horrible
looking stuff!
Further along in my Diary, Dr. Mincy took me home to have dinner with his family. I
remember that vividly. The two dachshunds, John, their son, and Isla (never spelled
Ila) who I noted in my diary was ' very athletic'. I liked them a lot and was on my best
behavior even in my diary I wrote "I need to talk less and listen more!" So when
Homer invited me to live with the family for 3-months I felt very privileged and
honored. It wasn't until 30 odd years later when I became councilor for Rotary myself
that I realized the real reason Homer invited me to live with him. He couldn't find
anyone else to take me!!
In spite of this Homer was always very persuasive and things seemed to happen
around him that he had quietly engineered. Which brings me to the day of leaving the
Mincy family to move to my next family. It was July 9th the day, by the way, that we
also watched the first Star Wars movie.
This was the day I was to move to my next family and the Mincy's were off on their
annual trip to the Outer Banks, a tradition which I had yearned to go on. Here is the
journal entry of that day "I so wish I could go to Nags head with them. But Isla had
already talked to my new family and they had had a new carpet laid down and were
so looking forward to me so we couldn't see any way of me going. Over lunch, we
discussed my stay and then Uncle Homer said how much he had enjoyed me..and
everybody was near tears. Then he asked if I really would have liked to have gone

with them to Nags Head and when I said - Yes- he seemed to consider it and then
said, "Well I guess you can go." At first I thought he was joking and burst into tears
but then he explained that they had all wanted me to go so badly that he had spent
the whole morning pulling strings to make it happen. And of course, Isla had been
sitting on it all over lunch, drawing me out, so I could have killed her!!
And that about sums Homer up. He was a kind man who loved his wife and son
deeply and always put the happiness of them, and others, first. He loved his
community, his country and I feel had a deep sense of commitment to serve them.
Rest in peace Homer and remember, Ila and John, fathers and husbands never
leave you. Like me, they are always right there, right beside you, in your memory. In
the end, Homer wasn't Dr. Mincy or even Uncle Homer to me. He was simply, Dad.
Love you Dad xxx
Sue Worthington (Borthwick) - November 09, 2020 at 05:53 PM

“

ILA - Our two families have been linked for years and decades. Our mother, Char,
had always thought of you as a very close friend, a sister. It was with great sadness
when we heard of your loss.
Homer was always a part of the stories we heard, those many years ago, about your
travels to Myrtle Beach. He would be the subject of a typical story a wife tells about a
husband.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during these times.
With love and best wishes Learmonth & Grosh Families
George, David, Linda, Beth

George Learmonth - November 09, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. Homer F. Mincy Jr.

November 08, 2020 at 09:21 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. Homer F. Mincy Jr.

November 06, 2020 at 09:55 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. Homer F. Mincy Jr.

November 05, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

Dear Ila and family,
We are saddened and sorry for your loss but we also celebrate the life of a good
man! He certainly kept the interests of high quality public schools at the forefront of
his entire career. He was a leader-mentor to many of us. The legacy of his
educational leadership will continue for generations to come. God bless you during
this time.
Don and Anita Dyck

Don Dyck - November 01, 2020 at 11:18 AM

“

I had the privilege to teach under Dr. Mincy’s leadership during all his years in the
Upper Arlington school system. He was the consummate educator and leader,
guiding our schools equally well in all seasons. Joe Caruso

Joe Caruso - October 31, 2020 at 01:55 PM

“

After 35 years of teaching and being an elementary principal in UA my memories of
Homer are-- "top of the line" leadership , kindness , generosity and "Golf". My
prayers are with Ila and John. Barry Merrick

Barry Merrick - October 31, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“

I was hired a year after his retirement but I can tell you that teachers in my building
spoke so respectfully of Dr. Mincy. He leaves a legacy behind of excellence, service,
and caring leadership. I am so sorry to hear of his passing. My thoughts are with his
entire family.

Wendy Pinta - October 31, 2020 at 10:10 AM

“

As a young student when Dr Mincy began as Superintendent I remember how kind
he was and how he really made each of us feel important. He remembered our
names and a little about us. He seemed to really enjoy being our leader. I remember
when I would see him, I always felt like smiling. Thank you Dr Mincy for never
judging, always supporting.

Judy Wright former student - October 31, 2020 at 01:13 AM

“

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to learn of Homer’s passing. Homer provided
exceptional service to the Upper Arlington community, the schools, and the state of
Ohio. During my tenure as Superintendent, Homer was a great advisor, mentor and
friend. His service was a shining example of both leadership and vision. Homer will
be truly missed by all who knew him.
We send our sincere condolences to Ila and his family. May your memories of Homer
be a comfort to you.
Bill & Michelle Schaefer

Bill Schaefer - October 30, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

On behalf of the Upper Arlington Education Foundation, we are incredibly saddened
at the loss of this wonderful man. Through Homer's leadership and vision, the UA+Ed
was established in 1985, at a time when the School District faced economic
uncertainties. Now more than ever, we are proud to continue his legacy of supporting
our students.
Our prayers are with Ila, family members, friends, and colleagues who were blessed
to have Homer in their lives.
Alice Finley, UA+Ed

Alice Finley - October 30, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

Leader, mentor, colleague, friend...Homer meant so very much to countless people in
our schools and community. His wisdom, integrity, and support for innovation made a
tremendous difference in the quality of education in Upper Arlington. He was truly an
exemplary educator and a wonderful human being--a blessing in our lives and so
many others.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Ila and all the family.
Ellen Erlanger and Kathy Meyer

Ellen Erlanger - October 30, 2020 at 08:43 AM

“

Homer shaped much of my educational life and growth with the Upper Arlington
School System.
I remember him as someone who brought a desire to collaborate with all those who
desired to make the UA School System a place where students, administrators,
teachers, and parents could strive to excellence! Rest In Peace Homer. God bless
your memory. Comfort and blessed memories to Ila and family. Barbara Masten

Barbara Masten - October 29, 2020 at 09:54 PM

“

I have known Homer as long as I have drawn breath and acknowledged sight. He
has been an inspiration, an antagonist at times, (long ago) a fun companion and an
influential member of our extended families.
I love him like a brother.
Best wishes and comfort to his family and many friends.
Virgil Mincy

Virgil Mincy - October 29, 2020 at 05:52 PM

“

I am so sad to learn of Homer's passing. I am a member of UA rotary and seeing
Homer at meetings was always a highlight for me. He was a great person and will be
deeply missed. Sending prayers to Homer's family and friends during this difficult
time.
-- Melissa McCurdy

Melissa McCurdy - October 29, 2020 at 01:04 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Homer's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with the
entire Mincy family. Please accept our deepest sympathy.
Nancy and David Evans
First Community Church

David Evans - October 29, 2020 at 11:36 AM

