Harrison M. Gardner
July 1, 1925 - June 16, 2020

Harrison M. Gardner, age 94, passed away Tuesday, June 16, 2020. He was born on July
1, 1925, in Clover Lick, West Virginia to the late William and Catherine Gardner.
Harrison served in the US Navy as a Storekeeper Third Class during World War II. After
the war, he spent time as a Cattleman on the Wyoming Herford ranch. Harrison
graduated, taught, and retired from The Ohio State University College of Veterinary
Medicine. Through OSU his professional DVM career partnered with the Columbus Zoo,
Ohio State Fair, Local Equine events, Select Sires and others. Harrison worked with and
loved all animals large and small, and taught many students the skill of patience and
kindness. He was a quiet man of strength, warmth, and intelligence.
Harrison had strong interest in aerospace and space travel along with spending time in the
great outdoors. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, camping and traveling with friends and family.
He was a member of Covenant Presbyterian Church.
He will be greatly missed by his daughters, Elizabeth "Betsy" Nini and her spouse Benny
Nini, Mary Gardner Stotts and her spouse Michael Stotts; grandchildren, Jessica (Matt)
Fry, Michael (Ashley) Nini, Nicholas (fiancée Louisa Lowe), Michael Stotts Jr., and Cally
Stotts; great-grandchildren, Porter Nini, Matthew Fry, Madeleine Fry, Benson Wilder Nini,
Lennon Nini and Harlow Nini; sister, Cary (Robert) Phillips; sister-in-law, Jo Ann Gardner;
and numerous nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, Harrison was preceded in death by his wife, Gertrude "Trudy"
Gardner; and siblings, Bill (Polly) Gardner, Ed Gardner and Harriet (Buddy) Meadows.
Family will receive friends from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at
SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road, Upper Arlington, Ohio
43221. Guests are respectfully asked to wear masks and attendance will be monitored to
ensure safety for everyone attending. Private service will be held for the family. Interment
at Union Cemetery, Columbus, Ohio.

Memorial contributions may be made to The Ohio State University College of Veterinary
Medicine Veterinary Medicine Farm Animal Support Fund (#310054), checks should be
made out to The OSU Foundation, and in the memo line please write Gardner, Fund
#310054 and mail to Tiffany Connors, Veterinary Medicine Academic Building, 1900
Coffey Rd, Columbus, OH 43210 or The Columbus Zoo Fund, Philanthropy Department,
P.O. Box 400, Powell, Ohio 43065 or Heartland Hospice, 6500 Busch Boulevard Suite
210, Columbus, Ohio 43229.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - June 22 at 12:48 PM

“

Dr. Gardner was always a true gentleman-soft spoken, kind and considerate. A
person we should all emulate.
Tim Barman, DVM `73

Tim Barman, DVM - July 31 at 09:49 AM

“

Dr Gardner was truly the kindest teacher we had in vet school. My fondest memory
from that time was one of the days we worked at the zoo with him. Our family will
hold your family in our hearts and prayers.

Julie Stotlar - July 02 at 07:40 AM

“

Harrison was my role model! Always the utmost gentleman in every sense of the
word. I knew Harrison as my teacher when I was a vet student and later as a
colleague when I returned to teach at OSU and was a veterinarian at the Columbus
Zoo. Soft spoken with a treasure trove of stories, Harrison always provided
compassionate care to the animals at the Zoo and treated every student with interest
and respect. Harrison always had a great big smile and fun dry sense of humor. He
was a founder of the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians and extremely well
respected within AAZV. Rest in peace my friend.
Ray Wack, DVM

Ray Wack - June 29 at 08:19 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Harrison M. Gardner.

June 24 at 11:13 AM

“

I had the great pleasure and privilege of knowing both Harrison and Gertrude,
serving as their family physician for a number of years before retiring in 2009. They
were both such kind and gentle people! When I told Harrison that my youngest son
hoped to be accepted to OSU Veterinary School, he immediately volunteered to meet
with him and did so for the better part of an hour. Happily Jason followed the advice
he was given, was accepted, and has been a practicing Vet in Michigan for the last 9
years. I appreciated his help then and genuinely appreciate having known him and
his wife. Please accept my condolences.
Ron Speidel

Ron Speidel - June 23 at 04:58 PM

“

He was a wonderful man. He was everything a veterinarian should be: kind, caring,
respectful of others and humble. He practiced with great respect for the profession
and integrity. He allowed me to ride with him as a hopeful undergraduate and his
recommendation letter probably was a major factor in being accepted into Veterinary
College. I will always remember him with the greatest respect, admiration and
gratitude.

Patricia Woodie DVM - June 23 at 04:47 PM

“

Suzi, Kathaleen, Suzanne, Julie and I are heartbroken over the loss of your beloved
Harrison. We felt so blessed to have had Harrison and Trudy as our very special
friends. It was always a highlight when they drove across country in their RV to visit
us in Montana.
Harrison had such a love for life and an amazing, gentle spirit that radiated his caring
nature. He was so giving of his love and time to everyone and the animal world.
Harrison’s warm smile and gracious, genuine presence made everyone feel very
welcomed. Because he was always so positive and filled with love, it was such a joy
to be around Harrison.
Two of our favorite Bible verses, Cols. 3:12 to 14, exemplify Harrison’s character
perfectly. “Clothe yourself in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Above all else clothe yourself in love which binds everything together in
perfect harmony.”
Harrison lived by the saying, “You make a living by what you get, but you make a life
by what you give.” He gave so much of himself to help others and our magnificent
wildlife.
The Columbus Zoo was so fortunate to have had Harrison as its veterinarian with his
incredible expertise and endearing personality. When Jack asked Dr. Gardner if he
ever got nervous when he was treating a million-dollar horse, he replied, “Jack if I am
treating a prized horse or a small rabbit, they are all the same to me.”
Harrison leaves behind a remarkable legacy making this a better world through his
acts of kindness, love, and generosity of time for not only the animal world but for
people as well. Please know that we will miss our wonderful Harrison dearly and look
forward to seeing him in Heaven.
Sincerely – Jack Hanna

Jack Hanna - June 23 at 04:30 PM

“

Fredric p. Gardner andfamily purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of
Harrison M. Gardner.

Fredric p. Gardner andfamily - June 23 at 03:41 PM

“

Heartland Hospice purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Harrison M.
Gardner.

Heartland Hospice - June 23 at 12:01 PM

“

OSU College of Veterinary Medicine purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Harrison M. Gardner.

OSU College of Veterinary Medicine - June 23 at 08:53 AM

“

Dear Doctor Gardner,
Thank you for your skill, kindness, and generosity. Your positive and profound impact
on so many lives will never be forgotten. I, to this day, still share stories of my
experiences with you. My deepest sympathy to your family for their heartbreaking
loss of such a beloved man. Our earthly world will never be the same without you.
Rona Shapiro, OSU CVM 87

Rona Shapiro - June 23 at 12:02 AM

“

Doyle Neices Agnes Kalland & Amanda Bennett & sons purchased the Enduring
Grace for the family of Harrison M. Gardner.

Doyle Neices Agnes Kalland & Amanda Bennett & sons - June 21 at 09:02 PM

