Hannah Adele O'Toole
June 13, 2002 - September 5, 2020

Hannah Adele O'Toole, 18, had just begun her freshman year at The Ohio State University
when she passed away suddenly in early September.
Hannah was born on June 13, 2002, in NYC, just three minutes after her twin brother, Will.
While he was over 9 lbs., Hannah's mathematical mind observed that her 6 lbs. 13 oz.
matched the date. Her first couple years were spent in the beautiful Bronx, before her
family moved to Delmar, outside Albany, NY. She had lots of fun playing with friends from
the neighborhood and preschool, as well as doing activities such as art, music, applepicking and snow angels. At Bethlehem Preschool, she met her first BFF. Friendship
would be the joy of her life.
Hannah's family moved to Ellicott City, MD, in 2007, when she and her brother started
kindergarten. She made friends quickly on the block and at school. Her activities included
soccer, horse-back riding, dancing, drama, and karate, but what she enjoyed most was
having adventures, sleepovers, and fun with her many friends. In eighth grade, she
entered The Jemicy Upper School. From 2015 until her graduation in 2020, Hannah
developed confidence in her voice and her point of view through the tremendous teaching,
love and support she received there.
In remembering her, Jemicy said she "not only became an outstanding student, but a
student who stood out!" She was an avid and creative writer with a unique voice; she was
selected to share her narratives at the Evening of the Arts and Coffeehouse events
multiple times. She played tennis for four years at Jemicy (winning the Most Improved
Award). Hannah was also a talented and insightful photographer; she enthusiastically
captured the essence of her classmates when she took their casual senior portraits for the
yearbook. In her junior year, she received a Headmaster's Commendation for that work.
Her vivacious, ironic, witty, and enthralling personality made her a joy to be around. It was
easy to understand why the Senior Class chose her to be their vice president.
Despite the challenges of 2020, Jemicy was determined to provide an in-person

graduation and on June 19th, families arrived in their cars for a socially-distanced event.
There was an imposing stage and large video screen so all could see. Hannah was one of
the students chosen to deliver a senior address, the final one from the students. She
shared her experience:
"I used to hate school every day; sitting in class was a brutal reminder of my stupidity. I
built up a persona to protect myself, assuming that if I never let people get to know the
real me, I would never have to listen or consider it valid if people thought I was dumb,
weird, or a tad bit wacky, because they wouldn't know the real me. This like many of my
other foolproof plans began to backfire when all I could see in myself were the things I
was trying hard to make sure others couldn't think about me.
If I didn't come here, I would not be 5/8 of the person I am today. I am not preaching that
this place has been perfect or that every day was amazing. I've spent my fair share of time
crying in the bathroom, but there is not a single place I would rather publicly cry.
To sum up…thank you, all of you. The ups and downs, the good and bad, I think we all
grew together; we've made each other great. I cannot wait to see what you all will do. I
know it will be nothing less than exceptional. Thank you, truly."
After graduation, Hannah's summer included taking photographs, demonstrating for racial
justice, going to the ocean, caring for the earth by picking up trash where she found it,
planting flowers, doing yoga, having fun with friends, and playing with her dogs. Once she
arrived at OSU, she enjoyed time with her roommates and the beginning of classes.
Hannah is survived by her loving family, parents Beth O'Leary and Brien O'Toole, and
brother Will; Grandmother Adele O'Leary; and devoted aunts and uncles, Cathy and David
Goldwyn, Martin and Brenda O'Toole, and Maura O'Toole, and her two first cousins, Matt
and Ben.
If you would like to honor Hannah's memory with a gift to Jemicy School that will recognize
her individuality and character, her many talents, and the light she shared with her school
community, please visit https://jemicyschool.givingfuel.com/jemfund-h20 <about:blank>.
Hannah's presence lit up all around her. Those of us who love her will continue to extend
that light, her care for the environment, and her concern for justice. "If I can stop one heart
from breaking, I shall not have lived in vain" (Dickinson).

Comments

“

Dearest Beth,
I am so sorry to learn of your family's loss. While I did not know Hannah, I certainly
do remember the stories we shared about our twins. Seeing my dad mourn the
sudden loss of my older brother has provided some insight into a parent's grief
caused by the universe getting it backwards. When my brother passed away
suddenly, I was not able to make sense of it and his best friend shared the following
poem. I do not know why it helps me and my only hope is that it warms your, Brien
and Will hearts.
Earth is a place to prepare until God is ready for you
Life is but a stopping place,
A pause in what's to be,
A resting place along the road,
to sweet eternity.
We all have different journeys,
Different paths along the way,
We all were meant to learn some things,
but never meant to stay...
Our destination is a place,
Far greater than we know.
For some the journey's quicker,
For some the journey's slow.
And when the journey finally ends,
We'll claim a great reward,
And find an everlasting peace,
Together, Happy, Smiling with the Lord.
Rest in Peace Hannah
Lori C.

Lori C. - October 29 at 03:40 PM

“

Beth, Brien and Will,
We think of you and Hannah often. Words seem so inadequate at this time, but
please know we continue to hold you in our hearts and wish you lots of love and
support from those around you to carry you through the dark times.
Hugs to you.
Kelley, John and Darby Shannon Goodwin

Kelley Shannon - October 23 at 09:06 AM

“

My daughter Kaitlyn was Hannah’s suite mate at Ohio State and they had become
fast friends. I was fortunate enough to have met and talked with Hannah. You should
be so proud of the beautiful young woman she had become. My heart breaks for the
unimaginable loss for your family. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Theresa Orr - October 23 at 02:01 AM

“

Hannah was a good friend of my son, Asa Moore. They met while they were both
students at Jemicy Upper School. I had the pleasure of meeting Hannah when she
came to Asa’s 18th Birthday party last year where they had a chance to dress up in
safety gear and smash things for the fun of it and as a stress reliever. I remember her
being very polite and funny.
Asa misses her a lot. He had a chance to go to her memorial service recently and
that has seemed to help him to better deal with the loss of his friend, Hannah.
Thank you, to Hannah’s parents for raising her in a way that allowed her to be friends
with my son. I think they were a blessing to each other.

Theresa Slade-Moore - October 13 at 12:16 PM

“

Me and Hannah went to Dunloggin Middle School together. We sat together in a
couple classes and she was always nice and would strike up a conversation with me.
We would laugh together too. I am also a twin , so Hannah and I have that in
common. She always lit up a room with her smile and jokes. We lost touch after 8th
grade, but I would think of her every now and then. She was one of the few people
who genuinely made you happy and wish you got closer with. I wish your family the
best and Hannah will never be forgotten.

Joanna Reid - October 07 at 03:44 PM

“

Hannah it was a special blessing to be your Godmother- you are indeed from God of
God and now with God. I wish I knew you better but being with you at Benji’s Bar
Mitvah, your smile, your insane heels, the acceptance of my gift of fuzzy slippers and
the dance with your Dad will remain with me. I look forward to being with you in love
and ask you to inspire me to love others and all God’s work in the way you did. Love
you Hannah, Cathy Clarke

catherine clarke - September 26 at 08:35 AM

“

Beloved Hannah, you are forever in our hearts. Aunt Cathy, Uncle David and Ben

Aunt Cathy and Uncle David - September 25 at 02:38 PM

“

I found this poem this week and loved it. In honor of Hannah, and knowing her dad
appreciates poetry, I share it here:
Epitaph - By Merrit Malloy
When I die
Give what’s left of me away
To children
And old men that wait to die.
And if you need to cry,
Cry for your brother
Walking the street beside you.
And when you need me,
Put your arms
Around anyone
And give them
What you need to give to me.
I want to leave you something,
Something better
Than words
Or sounds.
Look for me
In the people I’ve known
Or loved,
And if you cannot give me away,
At least let me live on in your eyes
And not your mind.
You can love me most
By letting
Hands touch hands,
By letting bodies touch bodies,
And by letting go
Of children
That need to be free.
Love doesn’t die,
People do.
So, when all that’s left of me
Is love,
Give me away.

Maria T Barker - September 24 at 02:25 PM

“

I remember seeing your beautiful girl as a baby and still vividly remember the
pictures or Hannah and Will in your office and all the stories you shared. Although I
didn’t have the honor of personally knowing Hannah, I feel as if I knew her through
those stories and your smile when you mentioned her name. Clearly she was a
beautiful girl inside and out and loved by many.
My heart breaks for you, Brien and Will. Hannah lives on in each of you and
everyone she touched. You all are in my thoughts and prayers.

Kim Leaf - September 24 at 12:24 AM

“

Hannah lives on in all of who were blessed to share a classroom with her at Jemicy.
She will always be full of life and light, twirling around in front of the whiteboard
before selecting the perfect colored marker then calling on students and recording
their responses; playfully teasing Asa, who sat next to her at the front of the room;
and exploding with excitement (and sometimes a sardonic smile and roll of the eyes)
at a sudden epiphany. Hannah will always be the beautiful, witty, energetic, curious
young woman in our sophomore Period 2/6 English class.
Shelye Knotts

Shelye Knotts - September 23 at 12:32 PM

“

My daughter Irene had the honor of being Hannah's suite mate at Ohio State for the
weeks that she was there. Hannah's light shown through in the good times that Irene
shared with me on their initial campus experiences. They share similarities in a love
for writing and Irish heritage.
We can't begin to understand the degree of mourning you are experiencing in losing
Hannah in particular, but we do understand losing an immediate family member too
soon. Irene's mom, Pat, passed away when she was four. Double, tripling down on
faith and family relationships were our saving grace.
We've put Pat on Guardian Angel assignment to Hannah until you arrive at her
heavenly home. Peace Be With You

Dave Bradley - September 23 at 11:20 AM

“

Her light shines through these images! May her spirit wrap around you and your
memories hold her close. My heartfelt condolences - I am thinking about you all
during this difficult time!!

Sally Hebner - September 22 at 06:59 PM

“

Sending a blanket of love to the beautiful O'Toole family.

Joanie F Dain - September 22 at 06:49 PM

“

Hannah, You are so so loved.
Joyce Davis

Joyce H. Davis - September 22 at 06:01 PM

“

I remember she and my brother Will had a multi year routine having to do with fairy
dust and its uses. I remember how sweet she was with her great aunts ruth and
bean/lala . I know its something that people say in times like this but she truly was
something special and could brighten a room by just being there . It is beyond my
comprehension to know the loss her parents and Will feel but all those that had the
pleasure to know her feel the loss as well

Tim Brennan - September 22 at 05:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Schoedinger Funeral Service - September 22 at 10:19 AM

“

Aunt Maura lit a candle in memory of Hannah Adele O'Toole

Aunt Maura - September 20 at 02:31 PM

