H. William Pollitt Jr.
March 26, 1948 - August 13, 2020

Judge H. William Pollitt, Jr. passed away on August 13, 2020 in Columbus, Ohio. Bill was
born on March 26, 1948 in Dayton, Ohio to H. William Sr. and Bonnie Jean Pollitt.
Bill grew up in Dayton, Ohio. He graduated in 1966 from Belmont High School, Dayton,
Ohio. After high school he attended The Ohio State University on a football scholarship,
where he received a B.S Education in 1970. During these years he was proud member of
the Kappa Sigma social fraternity. Bill was a Varsity "O" football letter winner, who was an
integral member of the 1968 National Championship team and 1969 Rose Bowl
Champions. He became a Graduate Assistant Coach under Woody Hayes in 1970 and
1971.
Bill was encouraged by his football coach, Woody Hayes, to attend law school. Bill
accepted the challenge, and graduated from Capital University Law School, J.D., in 1974.
He pursued his legal career as a criminal defense attorney from 1974 to 1978. Bill
accepted an invitation to become a Columbus Senior Assistant City Attorney, Prosecutor's
Division, in 1978. Bill was a greatly valued and key leader during Greg Lashutka's tenure
as Columbus City Attorney. He continued in that capacity until his appointment by
Governor Voinovich in 1996 to the position of Judge of the Franklin County Municipal
Court.
Bill was overwhelmingly reelected numerous times to that office. Judge Pollitt earned the
respect of the lawyers and his fellow judges by consistently earning high peer ranking
reviews. Bill brought fair and firm justice to all who came before him.
Bill was a unique man who grew up humbly. God made only one H. William Pollitt Jr., then
broke the mold, because no one could duplicate his enthusiasm for life and genuine love
for his fellow man. Bill was never judgmental, but had strong principles. If you were his
friend, you knew you were blessed.
Bill married Lee on October 18, 2002 in Columbus, Ohio. They have been happily married
for what would have been 18 years this October. Lee was a strong and steadying
influence for a man whose instincts were always to push himself to live life fully. Bill deeply
loved his entire family. He was possessed of a keen wit, strong sense of humor, and
greatly enjoyed regaling others with his priceless stories. Music was as important to his
soul as good food to his palate. Bill never met a stranger. He loved the game of golf and

enjoyed all that came with that sport.
Bill was preceded in death by his father, H. William Sr. and his mother Bonnie Jean Pollitt.
Bill is survived by his devoted wife Lee, of Columbus, Ohio, his daughters Elizabeth Anne
(husband Patrick Cole Imwalle) and Jessie Rae (husband Paul Ivan Teetor) and
granddaughter Oaklynn Imwalle.
Due to the current health concerns, a private memorial service will be held for the family. A
public celebration of Bill’s life will be held at a later date during safer times. Arrangements
by SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL. To share memories or condolences, or to
attend the memorial service virtually, please visit www.schoedinger.com.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 14 at 04:24 PM

“

Judge Pollitt treated me like a friend and colleague when I was a “fresh out of law school”
new prosecutor and probably messed up the smooth flow of his courtroom every time I
stepped foot in it. I soon realized he treated everyone like a friend as soon as he met them.
I feel lucky to have been able to be around you sir.
I will miss you your Honor.
Brandon Shroy - August 15 at 09:09 AM

“

Bill,
Blessed to have known you 38 years. A time much less than so many others.
Always enjoyed our early morning conversations in chambers before court talking about
your beloved Buckeyes, Dayton Flyers basketball, and Sarasota.
Thanks for letting me tag along with you so many times like last August to play Dayton
Country Club. You knew that as a UD grad how much I wanted to play Dayton CC. You
picked me up before 6:00, went to breakfast, chauffeured me over and back sharing great
memories and laughs all day long. We shared so many other great times together.
You never met a stranger and you were so kind to all. Thank you for allowing me to feel like
a special part of the circle of thousands who you knew and loved so much.
God bless you my friend.
John MacKinnon - August 15 at 12:00 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Lee, Daughters Elizabeth, Jessie and Granddaughter Oaklynn.
Although Bill accomplished goals that most of us don't attain,he had the rare ability to never
forget his roots and his longtime friends from elementary and high school years.
Thank you Bill for your friendship over 50 years.
Rest in peace my friend you will never be forgotten.
Richard - August 16 at 12:35 PM

“

Judge Wm Pollitt went above and beyond his call of duty. He expunged a damaging charge
on my record with regards to my kids. Forever changing my life. I will be forever indebted to
him and Lee. I love you
Lorina Allmon - August 22 at 10:57 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you Lee and your family. Bill and I played football
together at Dayton Belmont and I was able to reunite him at our reunions. What a
character and life of the party! Many great memories we shared every five years at
our high school reunions with all of our football buddies. No one will ever forget Bill
and his accomplishments in athletics as well as in his courtroom. We were all sad to
hear about the death of Bill.
May Bill rest in peace.
My wife Margie and I, express our deepest sympathy.
Earl Focht - Dayton Belmont Class of 1966

Earl Focht - August 25 at 07:53 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 22 at 04:47 AM

“

I didn’t see Bill enough except reunions, but I will miss him forever. He and I went to
Lake Cumberland one late fall in his GTO fishing. Unbelievably the father of UD’s
football coach was there and arranged for us to talk to a guide for pointers. We
visited several colleges together.
Gary L Young

gary Young - August 21 at 06:55 PM

“

He made being a lawyer and in the Courthouse meaningful and even fun.
Rocky Saxbe - August 22 at 08:38 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 21 at 05:31 PM

“

They broke the mold. He was one of a kind. We will never have a friend like this
again. It makes me crazy that we can't all come together to celebrate the life of the
extraordinary human being that was Bill Pollitt, Judge Mental, Just Bill. If you don't
have a story or twenty or thirty or a hundred stories about Bill then you never met
him. He was a story maker and a story teller. Our stories are irreverent, outrageous,
out of the box, laugh till you cry funny. He was a master of civil disobedience. He was
kind. The likes of him will never pass this way again.
We must make a promise that when this is over, this terrible pandemic, we'll throw a
party to end all parties. And we'll tell our stories to each other. That's how we'll keep
Bill alive. That's how we'll never have to let him go.
Sally Lewis

Sally Lewis - August 20 at 04:21 PM

“

“

A Category 5 party for sure
Bil Shaw - August 22 at 11:01 AM

My Sincere and Deep Condolences to the Family, other Loved Ones, and to the late
Judge's Friends and Colleagues. It was my Honor to have Served on the Bench with
Judge Pollitt, and to have been afforded the Opportunity to have known him. Legal
Jurisprudence Impeccably Done and a Life Well Lived. RIP and RIH...Submitted by
Judge Ted Berry, Hamilton County Municipal Court, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Ted Berry - August 20 at 12:06 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of H. William
Pollitt Jr..

August 20 at 11:22 AM

“

Bill, I met you when I was 12 years old, you and my mom, Carla Norris, were great
friends, beginning when you started at the City Prosecutor's Office under Greg
Lashutka.
When I first saw you in my house as a kid, with your ZZ Top beard & motorcycle
jacket, I wanted to call the police on you, you looked scary as heck to
me....LOL....little did I know you'd be a wonderful family friend for the next 40 years
of my life. I remember being there the the night you were first elected judge in the
Franklin Co. Municipal Court, and it made me SO proud of you, as I was there to
watch you ascend to that position, which you so deserved.
You often liked to prank people and tell them I was your daughter, and for them not to
tell me....LOL....no one could ever hold that "secret"...LOL!!! I considered you an
honorary Uncle, and I would have been more than proud to call you "Dad." Your
premature passing has deeply affected me and my family, and we will all cherish the
many years of memories we had with you, as I know many others also will. I will miss
you, Wild Bill, you will remain in my heart forever.

Sharon Lynch - August 19 at 09:51 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Lee and the family. Judge Bill was truly one of a kind.
You could see coming from a mile away with his walk. Rest in the Masters arms. You
will be missed!

Sharon Hawkins - August 19 at 09:39 PM

“

H was a true friend. We met in law school. His discipline impressed me. He lived in
the dorm so he could study more. He excelled. He enjoyed being a prosecutor and
working with Greg Lashutka .He enjoyed being a judge. He was passionate and fair.
He was humble. He could mix with anybody. We played a lot of golf together. I called
him a "filler," because he could play with right wingers or left wingers, play with good
or bad golfers, and play with rich or poor. He would not play when it conflicted with
babysitting his granddaughter. He truly loved Lee and the kids.
He was loyal to his friends. If I needed him, he would be there.
When his health was declining near the end of his life, he told Lee he was going to
go on a "magic carpet ride." Indeed, his life was a magic carpet ride.
I miss him.

Paul Scott - August 19 at 07:52 PM

“

We lost a great one. He was a unique individual - a one of a kind. He brought so
much happiness and laughter to all. He was the life of the party. Everyone loved him.
He was a great friend and a great boss who loved to fire me at least once a week. I
will miss him with all my heart and I will cherish the many memories and stories I
have of him. Mary Anne Scott

Mary Anne Scott - August 19 at 07:33 PM

“

I met Bill Pollitt when I interned for the Franklin County Public Defender's office, and
Bill worked as a prosecutor. I always knew Bill to be polite, respectful, and caring. He
was helpful to new attorneys, and a kind soul. Years later, I was at a Judge's
Conference, and there was Bill Pollitt. It was good to see him and cross paths again.
I am so very sorry to hear of his death, and under these circumstances. Sincerely,
Judge Susan J. Fornof-Lippencott, Retired

Retired Judge Susan Fornof-Lippencott - August 19 at 10:22 AM

“

Throughout all his accomplishments Billy remained a humble and genuine. When he
walked into a room , he owned it with his sense of humor everyone loved to laugh
with Bill. He will definitely be entertaining all the angels in heaven rest in peace my
dear friend Kathy Jo Dorey

Kathy Jo Dorey - August 18 at 05:37 PM

“

Heartfelt condolences to Lee, daughters Elizabeth and Jessie, and granddaughter
Oaklynn. Everyone remembers how great Judge Pollitt was on the bench. But before
that his quick wit and intelligence made him a great Lawyer as well. In one trial the
defendant was on the stand testifying about how he was minding his own business,
just listening to the roar of the crowd from Lincoln tower during the Michigan football
game. On cross, Judge Pollitt asked him if he had good ears, whipped out a football
schedule and told the defendant his hearing must be good to have heard the roar of
the crowd all the way from Ann Arbor. I was lucky to have him as a mentor and
example as a young prosecutor.
Bill was also an enthusiastic athlete on prosecutor office teams. Playing on Bill's
basketball team could be hazardous. Bill coming into the paint for a rebound was like
a bowling ball and anyone else in the paint were the pins. Once a linebacker always
a linebacker.

Robert Levering - August 18 at 01:58 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Judge Pollitt's entire family and friends.

Tara Bryan - August 18 at 01:24 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Judge Pollitt's entire family and friends.
Tara Bryan

Tara Bryan - August 18 at 01:24 PM

“

Bill was a great Judge and I am glad to have known him.

Tom Shields - August 18 at 07:30 AM

“

Bill,
I will always think of you dancing the night away at Cementos. You told the reporters
that you were Mr. Magoo, but we all knew better. You didn't just happen to stumble
on to the right answer. You were a great Judge and a great friend. You lived life with
no regrets .
I enjoyed every minute of our 10 years together when we shared chambers. I think
we tied for #1 Judge 3 times. When Mary Anne and I would try to describe how we
saw lions on our walking safari in Zambia, you would ask " why didn't you just go to
the zoo?" You have to laugh. You never learned to use a computer did you? Oh well,
you never failed to be there for anyone who needed you...and that's what matters. I
think of you every time I see a shooting star.
Fondly,
Anne Taylor

Anne Taylor - August 17 at 05:00 PM

“

Judge Pollitt was a great judge and a great guy. The lord took him way too early. I'm
very saddened to hear of his passing. My condolences and prayers to his family and
loved ones.
Johnny DiAlbert, Attorney at Law

john dialbert - August 17 at 02:51 PM

“

My deepest condolences to you Lee and Bill’s daughters and granddaughter. I’m a
high school classmate of Bills. Although I did not know Bill in high school, I got to
know him at our class reunions over the last many many years. Bill was so much fun
to be around at the reunions, I just loved hanging out with him at these. A lot of us
would get in a big circle and dance, and he was right there with us....He was so
funny, so nice, and had so many stories... I think the people that came to the
reunions looked forwarded to seeing him.. We will have our 55th class reunion in
2021 and I can’t believe I won’t see him there!!!!! My heart hurts . GOD, YOU got a
good one!!!!
Judi Blair... Belmont class of 66

Judi Blair - August 16 at 10:25 PM

“

Bill was a great man with a great sense of humor, and more importantly, a very good
friend. My thoughts and prayers are with Liz and the rest of Bill’s beloved family. He
will live in our hearts forever.
-The Hon. James Fais

The Hon. James Fais - August 16 at 09:11 PM

“

I had the honor of knowing Bill as a colleague in the Prosecutor’s Office when I was
brand new. He was then appointed to the bench and I’ve had the pleasure of
practicing before the Honorable H. William Pollitt numerous times in 24 years. Best of
all, I had the joy of making sure I stopped by his courtroom or chambers 3-4 times
per week to just kibitz. I’ve always been proud to count him as a friend. My sincerest
condolences to Lee and the entire family. May his memory be for a blessing.

Michael Wander - August 16 at 06:15 PM

“

As a retired Columbus Police Officer, I first met Judge Pollitt as a City Prosecutor. I
always liked having cases with him, as he always asked me what I felt a fair outcome
should be for each case. It was a partnership and I truly respected him for that. When
he became a judge, he maintained that same rapport with everyone that came into
his courtroom. I am sure the Courts will miss the one and only true Judge of Franklin
County courts. He was highly respected and his name will live on, through the lips of
those who knew him from either side of the courtroom. May you be on a fast track to
Heaven and may your family be comforted, knowing that they loved you, but God
loved you best.

A.J. Barrett - Retired CPD - August 16 at 04:53 PM

“

Columbus has lost a great judge and an even greater human being. I will miss him
and the super hot pickles he made and gave to me. Al Friedman

Alan P Friedman - August 16 at 04:18 PM

“

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 16 at 03:00 PM

“

Red Leaf Japanese Maple was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 16 at 12:59 PM

“

Bill Pollitt was indeed a force of energy. I was blessed to be his pastor back in the
1990's. We had many heart-to-heart talks in those days about God, life's meaning
and purpose. But, anyone blessed to know Bill knows all his contacts were "heart-toheart"! Bill asked me to give the invocation the day he was first appointed judge. The
room was packed. The energy in that room mirrored the "energy" that was Bill Pollitt.
I will always remember the great number of CPD officers who lined the room. Bill was
not only respected by his judicial peers, he was greatly respected by the men and
women in uniform who daily put themselves on the line to serve and protect our city.
Condolences to Bill's loved ones. May you rest in peace, Bill.

The Rev. Will Hartfelder - August 16 at 11:08 AM

“

There are so many memories of working with Bill, both as a prosecutor and a judge.
As a prosecutor, he would work Saturday arraignment court all winter so he could
have them off for golf in the warm weather. When asked if he had checked a
witness's ID, he said, Even her library card; saying to me, Let's go get 'er done;
helping new attorneys, explaining to a new police officer why he had dismissed his
case. The list is endless.
My deepest condolences to Lee, Elizabeth, Jesse, Pam, and all those close to him.
Sue Horak

Sue Horak - August 16 at 10:59 AM

“

Condolences to Lee and the girls as you go through this difficult time. Rest assured
that Bill is in heaven visiting with his parents and preparing for a round of golf on that
big course in the sky! The memory of this fun, caring, witty, loving and intelligent man
will live with us forever! Rest in heaven Bill...life well lived!

timothy kenner - August 16 at 10:12 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 16 at 10:08 AM

“

I read Bill's obit with tears from my home in Virginia. I met Bill in1978 when he
became a city prosecutor and I was a public defender. He was fair then and was fair
til he died. We canoed wilderness, played softball (against -- an intense rivalry as
many of you recall), and he officiated my wedding -- and, needless to say, had a
fabulous time at the party that followed. That he had friends everywhere is his life's
story and, along with his family, is his legacy.
After he sentenced my clients according to what they did or didn't deserve, there was
always a story in chambers afterward and an invitation on his tongue.
He was a terrific human being whose example for joy still inspires me. RIP, my friend.
Dennis Pusateri
pdpusateri@aol.com

Dennis Pusateri - August 16 at 09:51 AM

“

Janine Jurgens. purchased the Wildflower Seeds - Build A Memory Garden for the
family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

Janine Jurgens - August 15 at 09:13 PM

“

Condolences to the family. Bill was a good friend.
Pete Allen
Pete Anderson

Pete Alllen - August 15 at 02:25 PM

“

Far too many memories to pick one. All the way back to high school, Bill was always
our
entertainment at our card games. Will miss him very much. Lee, you have my
deepest
sympathy. I lost my brother three years ago, this is just as bad. Lost a good one.

Bill Korber - August 15 at 02:15 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of H. William Pollitt Jr..

August 15 at 01:13 PM

“

Coach Pollitt or “ Polletti “ as he was known by his buddies was a great guy ! He was
one of our freshman OSU football coaches and with his coaching we all quickly came
to understand what it meant to be a BUCKEYE .
I’d like to extend sympathies to Bill’ family from his OSU football family !
Dan Cutillo

Daniel J. Cutillo - August 15 at 10:49 AM

“

I always enjoyed seeing and talking to Bill at my vegetable stand which he always
visited at least three times a week the past four or five years. He always canned my
hot peppers and would give me a couple of jars. Much love and condolences to his
beloved family.

Dick Capuano - August 14 at 07:00 PM

“

Bill: I didn't know you as well as many others did. I do know that you were always fair. You
were also humorous and humble. The last time we talked was in a bar and no one will be
surprised to hear that. Heaven will be a better place because of you.
Richard Graham - August 16 at 02:50 PM

“

I have known Bill as an attorney, a learned, fair, and diligent prosecutor, and as a highly
respected, impartial, and compassionate judge.
More important, though, as a Really Fine person.
Kind, thoughtful, respectful of others, and a Heck of a lot of Fun! to talk with.
Such a remarkable person.
Mike Jewett
Mike Jewett - August 16 at 03:52 PM

“

In the past weeks, I have found myself thinking of Billy. I will remember him in many ways. I
have been blessed to work in courtrooms for over 40 years. I count it a great blessing that
the very first day I walked into a courtroom as a lawyer I had Bill Pollitt as my first teacher.
With one possible exception, he taught me more than anyone else how to behave in a
courtroom, how to treat all with respect and dignity, even though sometimes there are
people who might not deserve it. Bill was my mentor and dear friend. I shall never forget
him.
Dan Hogan
Dan Hogan - August 23 at 01:53 PM

“

I had the pleasure of practicing in Judge Pollitt's courtroom many times over the last 21
years. I would always tell my client's that they were assigned a judge who would listen and
judge them fairly. May he Rest in Peace.
Darryl O. Parker - September 01 at 04:53 PM

