Dr. George R. St. Pierre Jr.
June 2, 1930 - March 4, 2020

The Ohio State University Distinguished Professor and Chair Emeritus Department of
Materials Science and Engineering, Dr. George R. St. Pierre, passed away peacefully in
the comfort of his home in Upper Arlington, Ohio on March 4, 2020. He was 89. George
was born June 2, 1930 and received his doctorate degree in June, 1954 from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. After an active duty tour in the Air Force Materials
Laboratory, George joined the faculty at The Ohio State University in 1957 prior to his
honorable discharge from the military in 1961. George held a number of roles at the
University, serving as a full professor from 1964 - 1994; Associate Dean of the University
Graduate School 1964-1966, as Chair from 1983-1992 (Metallurgical Engineering, 198388; Mining Engineering, 1985-92; Materials Science and Engineering, 1988-92), and
receiving the appointment as Presidential Professor in 1988. George then retired from The
Ohio State University with the titles of Distinguished University Professor and Chair
Emeritus prior to the University later bestowing upon him an honorary degree of Doctor of
Science. After his retirement, from April 1995 to May 1996, George served as Chief
Scientist, Materials Directorate at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and then continued his
participation in University programming until 2019. During the past 45 years, George
served internationally on many University councils, professional society committees,
government advisory panels, and industrial consulting groups. He authored over 150
papers, manuscripts, and book chapters in addition to many technical reports for
government and industry in connection with contract research, consulting, and committee
assignments, including for the Office of Technology Assessment, the United States
Congress, and several other national studies. In addition to his many professional
accomplishments, George was a renowned bridge player. He started playing bridge in
1947 during his freshman year at MIT when he filled in a few times while people were
waiting for a fourth. Throughout his career, he played bridge on and off. In Columbus,
Ohio he was introduced to the world of competitive bridge, which led to lifelong friendships
and worldwide travel. He made the Barry Crane list at least a dozen times and was ranked
#1 in his age group on the ACBL list for several years until his death. Our hope is that he
is now playing with all his favorite partners while channeling the support of his wife Ann,
as longtime cheerleader and supporter. Most of all, George's legacy is exemplified by who

he was as a husband, patriarch, loving family man and loyal friend. He is survived by his
first wife, Roberta Ann Hansen with whom he had four children Anne Renee, Jeanne
Louise, John David, Thomas George, eight grandchildren: Jenna, Richard, Griffin, Tyler,
Parker, Kevin, Clayton and Carter and nephew Christopher Gedden. He is also survived
by his second wife, Mary Elizabeth Adams; and by his wife, Gretchen Ann Butrick; his
step-daughter, Victoria Françoise; two step-grandchildren, Angus and Adelaide; and his
dearly beloved service dog, Mr. Cocoa Bean. He is preceded in death by his beloved
parents, mother, Rose Levesque; and father, George Roland St. Pierre; his dear sister,
Doris L. Gedden; his brother-in-law, George F. Gedden; and his nephew, Stephen
Gedden. The family is especially grateful to his care-givers, Carlos, Emanuel, Angelina,
Mavis and Irene (to whom he sang "Goodnight, Irene") and OhioHealth Hospice who
provided loving care for George with dignity, respect and kindness in the last months of his
life. Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, March 11th at 4:00pm, followed by a
gathering in celebration of George's life from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, Ohio 43221. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests memorial donations be made to the George R. St. Pierre Scholarship
Fund. George truly enjoyed receiving thank you notes from students furthering their
education in Material Sciences and Engineering at The Ohio State University through the
benefit of his scholarship fund. Donation Link:
https://www.giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/?Source_Code=DEV_AG-0-WaystoGive-ON-S
George R. St. Pierre Fund# 606877. To share memories or condolences please visit
www.schoedinger.com.
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Comments

“

Dr St Pierre invited me to become one of his advisees in 1962. I cannot overstate
how much this changed my life for the better.
John W Patterson,
emeritus MSE
Iowa State University

John W Patterson - April 01 at 02:51 PM

“

I only had the honour of knowing George a short number of years, but he made me
feel immediately welcome in his family and to say he has left a lasting impression
would be an understatement. Before I ever met him, my then girlfriend (his granddaughter Jenna) would tell me about her "brilliant" granddad, and how he was the
smartest person she'd ever met. Having met him, I'm not sure that truly does him
justice. He would rejoice in regaling us with stories of his time spent travelling the
world and telling jokes involving material science that we would only barely
understand. It was very clear to me that he dearly loved his children and grand
children and would have moved heaven and earth for them.
I will miss him deeply.

Jonathan Ayre - March 11 at 02:52 PM

“

This painting of my grandfather is so lovely. I was sharing it with my Grandmother
Roberta and she said they had them done together on a trip to Las Vegas. We spent
time talking about their trips together and had a good laugh and smile. We miss you
and love you Pupa.
Love, Jenna

Jenna Grayson - March 11 at 12:13 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. George R. St. Pierre Jr..

March 10 at 11:16 AM

“

Anne Renee: You fellow members of WHS Class of '75 send their support, sympathy
and prayers out to you and your family. Larry First

Larry First - March 10 at 09:44 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dr. George R. St. Pierre Jr..

March 09 at 05:04 PM

“

Annie and I came to know George and Anne through MSE’s Emeritus Professor
Dinners; thanks to the MSE department’s function/activity. Every time, when we saw
them, they were so friendly and personable. We enjoyed our conversations a lot.
Several times, we sat at the same table, continuing the good conversations. As some
of you may know, George was a world-class bridge player. George had a sharp mind
and deep wisdom. We will surely miss him.
Winston and Annie Ho

Winston Ho - March 08 at 08:26 PM

“

My condolences on the loss of George. He was my Department Chairman for several
years, and he was always fair and evenhanded in my dealings with him.
Eric Kreidler

Eric Kreidler - March 08 at 03:36 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. George Roland St. Pierre
Jr..

March 07 at 06:59 PM

“

A giant in Material Science Engineering. He earned his PhD in Metallurgy at age 23
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He was a Professor and served as
Chairman of Material Science and Engineering at The Ohio State University where
he was awarded Presidential Professor and an Honorary Doctorate. His many
students carried his work forward as researchers, scientists, and educators around
the world. He twice served the country he loved, first as an officer in the Air Force
and later as Chief Scientist at Wright Patterson Air Force Base.
He was a gentle man who traveled the world where he always found a friend or
former student. He was the cherished father of four children and eight grandchildren.
He loved deeply and was loved deeply. He is our eternal Captain.
Anne Renee Grayson, Jeanne Louise St. Pierre, John David St. Pierre, Thomas
George St. Pierre
Services will be held for George on March 11th at 4:00 pm with visiting hours
following from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Schoedinger Northwest Chapel, 1740 Zollinger
Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43221

The St. Pierre Family - March 07 at 05:03 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Dr. George R. St.
Pierre.

March 07 at 10:58 AM

“

George recruited me to Ohio State University in 1988 when I was beginning my
career. He would call me every few days or so while I was in England and tell me
about the great things going on at OSU. He even kept me up to date on a mutual
interest-how the Boston Red Sox were doing. Without George’s warm, thoughtful
interactions, I wouldn’t be at OSU. I’ve always remembered George as courteous,
engaging, smart (he explained several thermodynamics concepts to me), and
inclusive of all who were in his presence. I will miss him. -Peter Anderson

Peter Anderson - March 06 at 10:49 PM

“
“
“

Thank you Peter for these fond memories of our father.
Jeanne St Pierre - March 07 at 12:49 AM

I will greatly miss my good friend and favorite bridge partner.
Jim Bachelder - March 07 at 10:46 AM

I was on my way to the University of Minnesota, when George and William Clark interceded
- and I ended up coming to OSU from UIUC. It was a brilliant decision aided so much by
George who smoothed the way incredibly such that my landing at OSU was soft (aided by
innumerable bottles of Strohs at VC's on Friday afternoons!!). George transformed the
combined department making us one of the premier departments internationally. I will
always remember his calming influence whenever problems appeared. I, and we, all owe
so much to George that he will always live in our memories. While we grieve tremendously,
let us joyfully remember our friend George, and realized how blessed we are to have
known him, and called him both friend and boss.
Hamish and Marion Fraser - March 07 at 04:26 PM

“

George was an amazing human being. He was extremely intelligent, yet down to earth,
young at heart and full of fun.
A kind and thoughtful man who was loved and respected by all who knew him.
It was a privilege to be his friend and he will be sorely missed.
Jeanne E. Martin - March 07 at 05:43 PM

“

I was also recruited to OSU by George St.Pierre and Glyn Meyrick back in 1987, and
George really showed me the ropes of how an academic department works. He was always
so gracious and caring. He set an outstanding atmosphere for young faculty and was
overwhelmingly supportive. I remember fondly the parties he’d host. It was all part of setting
a great atmosphere where the whole department was part of one collegial team, moving
forward with a consensus that he’d develop by numerous hallway chats. The department
was always fun and with real purpose. I always enjoyed seeing George and hearing his
warm, gentle tone and self-effacing laugh. His care, mentoring and setting the culture
certainly played a large role in making my career here at OSU so enjoyable. I will miss him
tremendously.
Glenn Daehn - March 07 at 07:43 PM

“

Thank you for sharing fond memories of our father.
Jeanne St Pierre - March 07 at 09:45 PM

“

This world has lost a kind and brilliant soul. George was and will always be my favorite and
best bridge partner.
As awesome
A bridge partner, George was a more awesome gentleman and friend. I moved from Ohio
15 years ago but George stayed in my heart.
His love and joy of his family was so great.
I am sure right now George
Is playin bridge with Cookie. Jean Davis Charlotte NC
jean - March 08 at 04:17 PM

“

I learned a lot from George by co-teaching graduate-level thermodynamics with him. He
was an outstanding scientist and a good human being. It has been an honor to associate
with you, George. You will be missed dearly.
Sheikh
Sheikh Akbar - March 08 at 07:38 PM

“

Hello Glen, I was an intern at the Center for Design and Manufacturing Excellence in 2016.
I appreciate your lovely comments about my grandfather George. He influenced so many
lives including mine.
Jenna Grayson - March 08 at 08:19 PM

“

George was a very special person dedicated to his
students and faculty colleagues. As a Welding Engineering graduate and MS student in
1974 George spent a couple of hours each week during the summer tutoring me on
Kinetics
and Thermo in preparation for my doctoral studies at RPI. I often thanked him for that
support years later as a faculty
colleague.
Bud Baeslack - March 09 at 09:40 AM

