Dr. Ewing Thomas Boles Jr.
May 6, 1921 - June 12, 2018

Dr. Ewing Thomas Boles, Jr, born May 6, 1921, was the son of Ewing Thomas Boles and
Katherine Dwyer Boles. He grew up in Columbus, Ohio, and graduated from Upper
Arlington High School in 1938. He attended Ohio State University for 2 years and then
transferred to William and Mary College where he graduated in 1942, Phi Beta Kappa.
While there he was on the swimming team, was editor of the year book and joined Phi
Kappa Tau fraternity. He then attended Harvard Medical School where he received his
MD, cum laude, in 1945. After taking a surgical internship in New York City at St. Luke's
Hospital , 1945-46, he served in the United States Army Medical Corps for two years,
primarily in post-war Japan serving first as a base surgeon at Ashiya Air Base and then at
Tachikawa Air Base as head of the surgical service. He moved to New York City in 1948 to
complete a 2-year residency at St. Luke's Hospital. And in 1950 he accepted the invitation
of Dr. Robert Zollinger to train as a surgical resident at Ohio State University. It was during
this time that he became particularly interested in Pediatric Surgery. After this residency,
he continued his career at Children's Hospital as a Pediatric Surgeon, earning the respect
of colleagues at home and abroad. In 1969 he was named chief and associate medical
director of the Department of Pediatric Surgery, positions he held until retirement in 1991.
He was also director of the Division of Pediatric Surgery at Ohio State University for 19
years. He was a founding member of the American Pediatric Surgical Association and
served as its president in 1977. He was also a member of the following: The American
College of Surgeons, American Academy of Pediatrics, Robert M. Zollinger Club, The
Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, Pan American Medical Association, The
International Society for Burn Injuries, The Lilliputian Surgical Society, and local and state
surgical and medical societies. He valued scholarship, had a deep and abiding love of the
arts, and enjoyed tremendously many outdoor sports. Skiing, bicycling, sailing and golf
were particular favorites. All in the family looked forward to summer trips to Glen Lake in
northern MI and winter ski holidays. Later in life he took up the game of bridge and
became a skilled player. He is survived by his four children Katherine Smith (Alton),
Robert Boles (T.), Janice Boles (Jim Harrington), and Stephen Boles. He is also survived
by his granddaughter Carolyn Cabot (Rick) and many cousins and close friends. His
parents, sisters Mary Katherine Boles and Helen Ann Hardy, former wife Belle Boles and

grandson Mark Smith predeceased him. At Tom's request, there will be a private family
service. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that those who wish may donate in Dr.
Boles' memory to Nationwide Children's Hospital at P.O. Box 16810, Columbus, Ohio,
43216. Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share memories and condolences.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL.

Cemetery
Walnut Grove Cemetery
5561 Milton Ave.
Worthington, OH, 43085

Comments

“

I am sorry for the loss to the family and society of this wonderful physician and man.
Dr, Boles did abdominal surgery on me when I was 3 days old and I am now 60. He
saved my life and did a rare surgery procedure on me which involved a case study
until I was 16 years old. I would love to know where his old records are and the case
study that he did on me as I am a registered nurse of over thirty years and owe my
life to him. Would love to be able to read about myself and the procedure he did.
Donna Jean (Farrow) Peterson D.O.B. 1/31/1960 740-603-1630 Logan, Ohio

Donna Peterson - May 08 at 12:24 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to hear of Uncle Toms passing; i always loved Tom, and he
was such an inspiration to me and my life. i was amazed to hear of his medical
service during WWII and how skilled he was. He was quite a remarkable man. David
Boles

David Boles - August 16, 2018 at 03:41 PM

“

I am another person who would like to share my gratitude for Dr. Boles. I was born
with several abnormalities. One of which brought him to my side after birth. I was
born with no anal opening and he preformed an emergency Double Barrel Colostomy
and then weeks later did a complete Pull Threw. Because of his extraordinary precise
gift I have lived a pretty fare and just life. Thank you Dr. Boles for the many years I've
got to live this wonderful life.

David Lee Shanks - July 13, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

Dr. Boles saved my life when I was 9 years old. At the time, I had long been suffering
from intestinal pains. I was eventually diagnosed with a ruptured appendix. Dr. Boles
performed my surgery at Children's Hospital. I have lived a long and prosperous life.
I am eternally grateful to Dr. Boles to be alive today.
David Turner

David Turner - June 17, 2018 at 08:46 PM

“

While I never got the great oppprtunity to meet Mr. Boles, he and his family have
always been a part of my life through the stories my father, Harold Hamm. My father
has always loved the entire Boles family. Sending hugs from the Hamm family.
Amy Ham

amy hamm - June 15, 2018 at 08:49 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Tom's family. I first met Tom Boles my first day as a
pediatric surgical fellow at Columbus Children's Hospital. He appeared stern but
when you looked closely he had a twinkle in his eye. He was a superb surgeon and
physician with a brilliant mind and endless intellectual curiosity. During my training he
was a role model, a standard of surgical technical excellence and a teacher. Later I
was honored to be his friend. Marc Rowe

Marc Rowe - June 14, 2018 at 09:51 PM

“

I am profoundly sad to hear of Tom’s passing. I wish for strength and inner peace for the
Boles’ family at this time of great loss. Tom Boles was a superb surgeon both in judgment
and technique. He took the responsibility to teach these skills to trainees very seriously and
demanded commitment, hard work and attention to detail. However, his deep affection for
these younger surgeons was obvious. His great pride in their subsequent accomplishments
was equally apparent. He was a model teacher in the clinic and a consummate gentleman
in life. I was blessed to have him as a mentor, colleague and friend. Heaven became a
better place today. Jerry Haase
Jerry Haase - June 15, 2018 at 01:06 AM

“

May God confort his family.

João Henrique Freitas Colares - June 14, 2018 at 06:50 PM

“

May his soul lay in peace
dr sabah shareef
Erbil Iraq

sabah shareef - June 14, 2018 at 03:11 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the family. I was a patient of Dr. Boles in 1966 as an
infant. The surgery he performed was life saving, and has allowed me to lead a
normal life. As an adult I saw him in Grandview at Paul's Restaurant, and I took a
moment to go over and say hi - he remembered who I was and asked how I was
doing - any "complications" to which I laughed and said no - all was well. I thanked
him for doing what he did and the skill that it took with technology being what it was
in the 60's. To which he smiled and shook my hand. And again, I say thank you Dr.
Boles, for myself and all the other children you helped over the years. May your path
be painless, and your journey forever peaceful.

Bob Giesseman - June 13, 2018 at 03:09 PM

“

I remember Tom's surgical skills and forceful teaching. He sent Christmas cards to me and
others and was helpful to his former trainees. My condolences to his family Dr .Cedric J
Priebe Jr
Cedric J Priebe Jr MD - June 14, 2018 at 04:04 PM

