Eric Tyler Bretz
February 4, 1992 - December 19, 2020

Eric Bretz, age 28, walked a journey of fitness and faith. Our son loved bodybuilding, but
his devotion to the Lord was his true strength. He inspired those around him with his
kindness, warmth, and infectious laugh, leading many people to call Eric their cherished
friend. He was born on February 4, 1992 in Columbus, Ohio and graduated from
Grandview Heights High School in 2010. He eventually made his way to Jacksonville,
Florida - soaking in the warm weather and many friendships while working as crew leader
at Docks, Decks and More. It was Eric's most heartfelt hope that all of his loved ones
would kindle a love and relationship with Jesus Christ, just as he had. "Our eternity is the
common denominator that will always bind us together," he told one of his cousins just
four months before he passed away. And that's why we are not saying "goodbye" to Eric
Bretz now; it's only "see you later," The Lord called him home a little early, but we will be
with him again. Mourning his loss are his loving parents Judy and Don Bretz; aunts
Carolyn Bretz, Jan Ashbrook, and Peg Alexis; uncle Tom Alexis; grandmother Ann
Ashbrook; cousins Sarah Ashbrook, Chris (Andrea) Alexis, and Ryan (Meg) Alexis; and
many other family members and friends. Due to Covid a Celebration of Life will be held at
a later date. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to The Young Life of
Columbus, which is establishing a scholarship in Eric's memory at 1200 Chambers Road
#301, Columbus, Ohio 43212. Please visit http://www.schoedinger.com to share memories
and condolences. Funeral arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST.

Comments

“

Jan lit a candle in memory of Eric Tyler Bretz

Jan - January 06 at 05:47 PM

“

Eric, you're now home with Mom and Dad which makes them complete with you being
there. I love you with all my heart Eric and we'll being sharing such wonderful memories of
you Eric. You're not gone to us, and we will see you in God's World as you do at this time!!
Much Love
Jan - January 06 at 05:53 PM

“

Dear Don and Judy. I have wanted to post a message here to let you know that I
have been thinking of you and reflecting on my “little” cousin. (“Little” in the same
way that Amy and Terry are my “little” sister and brother. None of them are smaller
than me.)
I was very touched that Eric had been able to make the trip up to Cincinnati to
celebrate with us last September. His hugs and smiles were as infectious as ever!
I’m so saddened that we have lost him so soon. Love always. Kim

Kim (Bretz) Whittemore - January 04 at 01:46 PM

“

Dear Judy and Don,
I am so very sorry for your loss. I have lasting memories of him as a kind, gentle and
thoughtful young man. We have a star with Eric's name on it on our Christmas tree to
remember him. Know you all have been in our prayers these last few weeks and will
continue to be.
Bobbi Penn

Bobbi Penn - January 03 at 05:28 PM

“

“

Thank You very much! It’s been a rough road, that’s for sure! I ll never get over this!
AAA Explore Store - March 25 at 05:18 PM

Dear Don and Judy, We are so sorry that you have lost your son Eric. Our hearts
break for you. We hope that all your memories help you through this very difficult
time. Our prayers and thoughts are with you both. Jerry and Jill Bolognone

Jill A. Bolognone - January 03 at 02:15 PM

“

Don and Judy, my heart and tears go out to you. We lost our son in 2005. It was
God's Grace and His "Peace that passes all understanding" that got us through it. He
will get you through it too. I will pray for you and your family. God bless you and your
family. Debbie Swart Foley (classmate of Don's)

Debbie (Swart) Foley - January 01 at 03:17 PM

“

I met Eric through a home group gathering at our church. We saw each other about
every week for a couple of years. He was always so much fun to be around. He had
a great sense of humor but more than that, he was a good man that loved Jesus. I
always admired Eric and I still do.

Ethan Bebernitz - January 01 at 11:53 AM

“

Don and Judy,
I am sorry to hear about your loss. Parents aren't supposed to bury their children. My
heart goes out to you. Please know I will pray for comfort.
Michael Patterson

Michael Patterson - December 31, 2020 at 11:00 AM

“

Eric was such a beautiful young soul and will be greatly missed. My heart is breaking
for your family but know that he is with my son and other friends. He will be watching
over you always. Many prayers and love

wanda jones - December 30, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

I met Eric through Young life when I was a Freshman and he was a Junior. I saw the
impact Christ had on him and he helped guide me in my journey with Christ in high
school. I'm saddend to hear he has past but know he is in the company of the Lord
now. Eric was a cherished friend and he will be missed.

Ryan Grinstead - December 30, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Judy & Don,
I know words are hollow right now and won't make the pain of losing your precious
Eric any less. Just know I am praying for peace and comfort. I'm so, so sorry for your
loss. He's forever with you- your special Guardian Angel.
My sincere condolences to you.
Teresa Maselli-Robbins

Teresa Maselli-Robbins - December 29, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

So very sorry to learn about this. Eric was a wonderful person and a great member of
GHHS vocal music program. He will never be forgotten. Such a kind, strong and
gentle person. I will always remember him fondly.

Andrew Grega - December 25, 2020 at 11:22 PM

“

Judy and family,
We were so sorry to hear of Eric’s passing. He was a kind gentle sole that we have
fond memories of.
Teach family

linda Teach - December 23, 2020 at 06:50 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

linda Teach - December 23, 2020 at 06:48 AM

