Ellen McManus
August 23, 1957 - March 12, 2021

Dr. Ellen Mary McManus, New Albany, Ohio, died March 12, 2021 following a short illness.
She was 63.
She was born in 1957 in Binghamton, N.Y., the seventh of nine children of the late Robert
L. and Jeanette Manning McManus. The family soon moved to Albany, N.Y. where she
attended School 16 and Mercy High School. She received an associate's degree in
medical technology from North Shore Community College in Salem, Mass. After working
in Salem for several years, she moved to Saratoga, N.Y. and worked at Saratoga Hospital
as a phlebotomist. It was at this time that she decided to go for the job she had always
wanted - physician.
Because medical school was so costly, Ellen came up with what seemed to many a crazy
plan. She decided to join the Navy because she had heard they would cover most
expenses of medical school, in return for several years of service as a naval physician. So
that's what she did - never mind that she had managed to evade Phys Ed classes
throughout high school - and that she could not swim!
She earned a pre-med degree from Russell Sage College in Troy, N.Y. and went on to
George Washington University Medical School, where, older and female, she was not the
typical beginning student. She earned her MD in 1992, and hired a limo to take her proud
family from our hotel to the graduation ceremony.
Ellen's active duty included service at naval medical facilities in Norfolk, Va. and Cherry
Point, N.C.
She moved to Columbus, Ohio as an attending pediatric physician in the emergency
department and urgent care centers at Nationwide Children's Hospital. She was also
clinical assistant professor of pediatrics at Ohio State University College of Medicine. Her
primary clinical, research, and educational activities included a focus on child abuse and
emergency medicine. She also provided clinical assessments at the Center for Child and

Family Advocacy.
Ellen loved her calling and took her role very seriously. She was strong, smart, and
decisive. She was a mentor to her nieces and nephews, and was there for them no matter
what their needs were. For the new parents in the family, she was their rock, guiding them
into parenthood with an abundance of advice, calm reassurance, and firm suggestions
about the best and safest way to raise their children.
She was a fierce advocate for her patients and we know there are thousands of little ones
who benefited from her love, dedication, and passion, as did those adults around them
who were advised, reassured, and comforted by her care.
She took the old adage "an army marches on its stomach" to heart, as evidenced by the
many wonderful homemade meals she would bring to the ED on holidays - guaranteeing
her team a hearty meal in the midst of what could be a hectic shift. Her love of cooking
was shared often with her family, in the form of emailed recipes and gifts of fancy kitchen
devices. She never said no to a very, very rare piece of beef.
Ellen was passionate about collecting art and enjoyed local arts and crafts shows, where
she would choose thoughtful and beautiful gifts for her family and friends. She was a
genius at photographing the hummingbirds that would come to her feeders, and was a
master at identifying birds and flowers. She loved to travel, and took many memorable
trips with our sister Kathy, as well as with other family members and friends. Her favorite
destination was Poipu Beach on Kauai.
Ellen is survived by her eight siblings, Bob McManus (Mary), NYC; Katherine Bruin,
Salem, Ma.; Thomas McManus (Claire), Arlington, Vt.; Christine Witkowski (Bernard),
Scotia, N.Y.; Terry McManus (Pamela), Hebron, Ct., John McManus (Pamela), Columbus,
Ohio; Mary Beth McManus (Lynn Tubbs), Delmar, N.Y.; Timothy McManus (Katrin), San
Francisco, Calif.; 15 nieces and nephews; 16 great nieces and nephews; and her dear
childhood friend, Karen Fredericks, Queensbury, N.Y. She will be dearly missed by us all.
Memorial contributions may be made to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central
Ohio, Attn: Development Department, 711 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43205 or to
a charity of your choice that benefits children.
Family will receive friends 2-3:30pm Saturday, May 15, 2021 at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHEAST 1051 E. Johnstown Rd, Gahanna, OH 43230 where a Celebration of Life
service will begin at 4pm. Due to COVID restrictions, seating for the service will be limited,

however the service will be available via Webcasting by visiting this site and may be
viewed live at 4pm or anytime thereafter.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - April 30 at 11:20 AM

“

God Bless and a Heartfelt Thank You for your service in The United States Navy.
And Semper Fi. MA'AM

Herb Sharfenaker USMC - April 03 at 07:27 PM

“

It was our pleasure to have Ellen as our neighbor for 17 years as she built her home
in our closely knit neighborhood not too long after we did in New Albany. She was a
dear friend and an encouraging presence in the lives of our three children as they
grew up, who fondly called her Dr. Ellen. We will forever remember her kindness and
her empathy for others. On the flip side we remember her irrational fear of going into
her basement due to her dislike of spiders; her meticulous care of her flower beds;
her eye for art; her love of hummingbirds; her conversations. If there ever was
someone who was perfectly matched to their life’s calling, Ellen was the embodiment
of her calling. Our family will forever treasure the impact that she had in our lives and
memories we hold of her in our hearts. The world was made a better place because
of her compassion and dedication. We send our sincerest condolences to her family
in their loss, and gratitude for having shared her with us.
Grace & Peace,
Derrick and Mary Rodney

Derrick & Mary Rodney - March 21 at 08:08 PM

“

I'm so heart-broken for both families. Where do I begin....Dr. McManus was a
"Gentle" soul. I have so many fond memories of her working in the old and new ED.
She had so much love and compassion not only for her patients, but for those who
were blessed to have known her.
There weren't very many holidays that she missed out on either cooking hams,
turkeys and all the fixings for the ENTIRE ED for ALL the shifts. Even ordering
pizza's just because. Any Christmas she'd work you knew she was bringing scratchoffs for everyone. I remember that when I worked in the ED and would put Pot Lucks
together, I could always count on her even if she didn't have a chance to sign up:)
There were a couple of times that Dr. McManus didn't show up to work on time. That
was not her. We would start calling her number back to back, calling her brother, and
even had to have the police go make sure she was alright. The last time this happen
they had to break her door.
I remember asking her from time to time if she had gotten it fixed, and finally one day
she had told me without me asking that it was finally fixed.
I like many others will dearly miss her smile, watching her work loops around the ED,
and just to hear her voice.
Our NCH family will never be the same. This void can't be filled with just anyone.
She was sent from the heavens above to be a part of our lives and I truly feel
blessed.
To Dr. McManus's immediate family I'll be keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers
in the days and months to come and praying for your hearts to be comforted
Rest in Peace Dr. McManus. You'll be missed but never forgotten.
Love you always,
Sug (Michelle)

Michelle Barnett - March 21 at 04:36 PM

“

Ellen,
We weren't ready.
I loved you because you stuck to your guns- something I can relate to.
I'm sad this pandemic kept you from critical care where you belong. I know you still
touched lives the last year even though you were banished to green pod and the
tent.
Your sass and ferocity will be missed.
-Miranda Johnson

Miranda Johnson - March 19 at 01:38 PM

“

As clearly evidenced here, every resident that trained at NCH had the good fortune
to be trained by the kind hearted Dr McManus. Even now, 17 years out of residency, I
remember vividly working with her and the values of caring and having true
compassion for every patient that she instilled in everyone she trained. She was a
force in the ER and she will be deeply missed but always remembered.

Praveena Dhawale - March 19 at 12:51 AM

“

Ellen was an amazing, caring individual. I trained under her and worked along side
her for many years and continued to learn from her through it all. Her passion for
medicine, teaching and taking care of children was only matched by her enormous
heart and continued giving. She has positively impacted the lives of so many and to
try to sum it up in words is near impossible. Ellen will forever be a part of the ED and
our lives and we will miss her greatly.

Mike Stoner - March 18 at 04:24 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy McManus Bruin - March 16 at 07:26 PM

“

I only had the pleasure of working with Dr. McManus a handful of times in the COVID
tent, but each time was memorable. She went above and beyond to make sure we
had everything we needed to make for a good day; this includes coffee and cookies
which she purchased for us with her own money. She cared very much for her coworkers, as evidenced by her actions. Love and light to her family and friends during
this difficult time.

Courtney P. - March 16 at 02:28 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Ellen's family and friends. I met Dr. McManus at the
Child Assessment Center. Work was never a job for her it was her life. She gave her
all and shared everything she had. She was a champion for children. She will be truly
missed.

Diane Lampkins - March 16 at 02:10 PM

“

Dr. McManus was a brilliant woman. The first time I worked with her I was intimidated
by her intelligence. But, as I worked through my training I started to feel
overwhelmed by her large heart and caring nature. Dr. McManus helped me through
the loss of my friend. She was a educator and always had time to listen when times
were hard. Ellen helped me through one of the hardest times of my life and told me “
Please, please reach out for support if when you need it.” I will miss her drive for
excellence, her advocacy for children and her passion at loving those she worked
with. Thank you so much Dr. McManus.

Carly Stilphen - March 16 at 12:13 PM

“

Ellen was an incredible woman with one of the biggest hearts. Patients came first,
with a close second of her staff, trainees, and colleagues. I had the honor of being
both a trainee and colleague with Ellen. She was a fountain of knowledge, always
willing to chat about complex patients or interesting diagnoses. She never passed up
a chance to help you or to listen to you. There is a large hole in the ED. She is
misssed and I am so very sorry for the loss to her personal, and ED, families.

Sandra Spencer - March 16 at 07:47 AM

“

Ellen was remarkable and will be missed dearly. She was a committed physician, an
advocate for children and a remarkable person. I was fortunate to have known her
and to have worked with her for many years.

Teresa Mitchell - March 16 at 07:27 AM

“

Where do I begin? When the sickest of the sick came into NCH, you knew everyone
was in good hands when Ellen was working. Many of the toughest days in the ED
were right with her at the helm. Then one day, she was there when my own critically
ill child needed her expertise. I was overwhelmed with gratitude for her wisdom.
Later, when my son died, Ellen planted a tree in memory of him! My heart will
FOREVER have a special place for Ellen. What a pure joy and honor to have called
her friend. I am a better person and most certainly a better nurse because we had
her in our midst. While my heart grieves her, my heart overflows in thankfulness.

Janice Schroder - March 15 at 10:14 PM

“

Words cannot compare to the loss of this great amazing women
I’ve had the
pleasure of working with Ellen for many years she was a force to be reckoned with in
a trauma, She will be missed by many especially her family at nationwide Children’s
Hospital
Rest in eternal peace Ellen
You will never be forgotten .

Michelle (Sheli) May - March 15 at 10:03 PM

“

I remember one Christmas when Dr. McManus brought in prime rib for the
department and gave everyone lottery scratchers. It was such a kind gesture and
was so appreciated.

Kelsie Dunham - March 15 at 07:06 PM

“

I am a current resident who has trained under Dr.McManus for the last 3 years. She
was such a strong, passionate person in the emergency department . I could often
count on her for a good laugh and a valuable teaching moment on shift. Her
presence and energy will be dearly missed at NCH.

Hanna Lurye - March 15 at 04:41 PM

“

Ellen was a wonderful physician, teacher, child advocate and friend. She always did
her best and expected the best from those who worked with her. She taught and
mentored many a PEM resident and fellow and they are better physicians for it. She
had a special place in her heart for abused children for whom she was a fierce
advocate. Rest easy, Ellen. You will be greatly missed.

Sheila Huffman - March 15 at 03:51 PM

“

Patricia Frost lit a candle in memory of Ellen McManus

Patricia Frost - March 15 at 03:31 PM

“

Keli Young lit a candle in memory of Ellen McManus

keli young - March 15 at 03:17 PM

“

I was fortunate to have trained under Ellen for residency and fellowship (and even as
an attending I continued to learn from her!). Her compassion and clinical care were
unmatched and she constantly pushed me to do my best. She was a fierce advocate
for her patients, never settling along the way. We shared a love of travel and often
exchanged stories as ways to pass the time and mentally escape to far away places.
I remember her fond love of Hawaii. Not infrequently, I served as her iPhone support
and remember how distrusting she always seemed to be of new technology. :) Her
impact cannot be measured as she has had an impact on so many physician's along
the way who undoubtedly keep spreading her mission. It was obvious she was
serving her life calling and will always be missed.

Laura Rust - March 15 at 01:05 PM

“

Ellen was one year ahead of me in PEM fellowship at NCH and I’ve worked
alongside her in the ED for more than 20 years. She was a fierce, strong, gifted
physician and a role model for all those she trained. She was my colleague but also
my friend. I will miss her sense of humor and her ability to laugh at herself. I could
always count on her for an honest opinion, clear answers and good advice and I will
miss our frequent conversations about cooking and travel. I am sad for all of the
children that won’t be able to experience her passion as a physician. Her impact was
immense and she will be missed in a way that words can’t describe.

Betsy Schmerler - March 15 at 11:47 AM

“

Ellen was a remarkable physician, teacher, and friend. She taught me the ropes of
NCH when I joined as faculty. I will miss her greatly.

Maya Iyer - March 15 at 10:50 AM

“

I am grateful for the years that I got to work with Ellen in the Emergency Department.
She was everything that others have shared: generous, smart, passionate, and
caring. It is true that winning her respect in the work felt like an accomplishment as
she expected us all to work as hard for kids and families as she did. She was always
supportive, always willing to help someone grow, loved talking about art & travel. I
loved listening to her share how she worked through her life as she was a role model
of a fearless woman.
I will miss her very much. Jeanette Foster

jeanette foster - March 15 at 10:27 AM

“

Ellen was one of the most committed physicians I have ever worked with. She
always placed the needs of the patient first and was an incredible advocate for
children. She will be missed by all who worked with her.

Katherine Deans - March 15 at 10:20 AM

“

I was lucky to have trained under Ellen during fellowship and work along side her as
a colleague and friend. Feeling that I earned Ellen's respect as a physician was one
of my proudest moments in fellowship. I will miss her smile and her laugh.

Tracey - March 15 at 09:51 AM

“

Ellen was a dedicated pediatric ED physician, she stood by her beliefs and put
abused children high on her list to protect.

Michael McNabb - March 15 at 09:26 AM

“

An excellent colleague, a true friend, and a beloved member of our work family.
We shall miss her dearly, and cherish our memories.

Emile El-Shammaa - March 15 at 09:05 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy - March 15 at 08:45 AM

“

Dear John and Pam,
My sincere condolences on the lost of your love one, may God bless you all during
this time.
Kimberly Howard
Columbus, Ohio

Kimberly Howard - March 15 at 08:42 AM

“

I was a resident at NCH and fortunate to have been able to work with Dr. McManus.
Her legacy lives on through the many physicians she has trained. Thank you, Dr.
McManus for passing along your knowledge so that we can better care for our
children!

Shivani Patel - March 14 at 11:21 PM

“

I was fortunate enough to work with Ellen as a colleague for over ten years at NCH
ED. Her compassion and dedication to sick children is unmatched. Her friendship
and camaraderie will not be forgotten. Rest In Peace.

Rebecca Matthews - March 14 at 11:03 PM

“

As a current resident at NCH, I am lucky enough to have learned from Dr. McManus
while in her Emergency Department. I am stunned over her sudden passing, and
hope that her family can take solace in all the good she did both for her patients and
her colleagues over the course of her career.

Charlie Treinen - March 14 at 11:01 PM

“

I did pediatric residency and PEM fellowship at NCH from 2007-2013 and not a shift
goes by now where I do not think of Ellen in some way. She was truly remarkable in
her compassion not only for her patients but for all of us who worked with her. She
had a fierce drive to do best by every one of her patients, and I often still think of her
and what she would do on difficult cases. And not least of all, working with her was
challenging, but it was because she constantly expected me to do my best. It means
so much to me, then and now, to have earned her trust and respect over the years
that she trained me. The children who were cared for by her were truly blessed, and I
hope that us trainees can continue to help our patients with the impact she made on
us.

Jocelyn Jensen - March 14 at 10:54 PM

“

I am one of many physicians whom Dr. McManus helped train. She was a wonderful
educator and a great physician. She practiced with high character. As a community
pediatrician now, she often would call me to let me know how my patients were doing
while under her care. She has left a lasting legacy.

Michael DiBartola - March 14 at 10:41 PM

“

I was fortunate to be one of Ellen's residents at NCH and she believed in me when I
lost belief in myself. She was not only an EXCELLENT teacher but she was mentor
and a listening ear. I will truly treasure the time I had with her and will share the
knowledge and gifts she shared with me.

Tyree Winters - March 14 at 09:45 PM

“

I am one of the lucky doctors that gets to say Dr. McManus helped train them. I
worked with her as a resident and in Urgent Care after residency. Being a physician
and caring for patients & families was Ellen’s calling and her life. Watching her work
and learning from her expertise was truly a blessing. I will seeing her. I will miss
talking with her. I am sad for all of the families that won’t get to experience her
excellent care. All my love and support to her family, including her ED family.

Markita Suttle - March 14 at 09:22 PM

“

I have worked with Ellen for just over 15 years as a nurse in the ED. Her passion for
patients and staff was endless. I was fortunate enough to enjoy Christmas parties
that she hosted and have so many memories. Ellen is so deeply missed. She has
made an enormous impact on many lives. Love you Ellen! Take care of the kiddos in
heaven.

Stephanie Nelson - March 14 at 09:07 PM

“

I was a resident at NCH from 2007-2010 and Dr. McManus taught me so much about
how to care for children. She was a caring physician, a patient teacher, and a
notorious “black cloud.” Her impact cannot be measured. My condolences to her
family.
Becca Bakke

Rebecca J Bakke - March 14 at 08:59 PM

“

It was an honor to work with Ellen in the ED. She will be greatly missed. Rest in
peace Dr McManus, Marty Hess

Marty Hess - March 14 at 08:59 PM

“

Dr. Ellen was a kind sweet and loving person, she was a great coworker, teacher and
friend. She always had a big smile on her face. What a tragic loss to this world.
Debbie Ekleberry

debbie ekleberry - March 14 at 08:52 PM

“

As I knew her primarily on a professional basis, if pressed to pick three words to
describe Ellen, I would choose smart, resourceful, and passionate. She was an
excellent physician and advocate. She will be missed by so many.

Bill Long - March 14 at 08:52 PM

“

Her fierce and spirited presence in the ED is irreplaceable. Prayers for your family
during this time.

Meika Dorgan - March 14 at 08:42 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Ellen was a remarkable, caring woman. She will be greatly
missed.
Love to all of you. Don and Kandy Tubbs

Don Tubbs - March 14 at 08:33 PM

“

Laura Wiley lit a candle in memory of Ellen McManus

Laura Wiley - March 14 at 05:51 PM

