Elizabeth Whitaker
August 3, 1966 - February 8, 2021

Elizabeth "Libby" Whitaker, M.D., 54, of Columbus, passed away on February 8th, 2021
after a brave six-year battle against breast cancer. She was born in Fort Dodge, IA to
Larry (Sandy) Kudart and Connie Lucas Kocher. Elizabeth was preceded in death by her
brother, John Kudart; sisters-in-law, Danielle Whitaker, Dana Whitaker; and stepfather
Robert Kocher.
Libby will be dearly missed by her husband, Todd Whitaker M.D.; children, Penn, Audrey,
McKay, and Joe; siblings, Abby (John) Fowler, Joe Kudart, Brenda Cole; sister-in-law,
Katrina Kudart; brother-in-law, Robert (Laura) Whitaker; father and mother-in law, Robert
(Dixie) Whitaker; nephews, Jacob, Alex, Luke; and nieces, Macy, Emily, Claire, Kayla,
Alex; as well as her stepsiblings, Kevin Kocher, Adam Kocher, Kim Solomon, and Brian
Sarbaugh.
Libby was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith. She graduated from Zanesville
High School followed by The University of Akron and earned her medical degree from
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine. She completed her pediatric
residency at Columbus Children's Hospital, OH, where she was selected as Chief
Resident. She was a Board Certified Pediatrician, a Fellow of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, and an Assistant Professor at The Ohio State University College of Medicine.
She was a partner at Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine in Columbus, where she cared
for thousands of children and their families for thirty years. She helped train and mentor
pediatric residents throughout her career. She was also licensed in Florida, where she
provided care for underprivileged children and their families at a clinic in Naples, FL. Libby
was faculty at The Nationwide Children's Adoption Academy where she lectured to
prospective adoptive parents, was an author of medical articles for a number of local
publications, wrote pediatric case studies for the education of healthcare students, and
served as an Executive board member of The Crawford Crew Foundation.
Libby will be remembered for her contagious laugh, wonderful smile, and the ability to
brighten every room she entered. Her kindness, compassion, and love was felt by

everyone that ever met her. She was generous with her time and knowledge and never
met a child whom she didn't treat as her own. She was a fiercely loyal wife, mother, and
friend. She loved her family, her friends, her two dogs, finding shells on the beach,
cheering for her kids at athletic events, and decorating her home with her child's artwork.
A private Memorial Service celebrating Libby's life will be held Saturday, February 13th,
2021. Please refer to www.Schoedinger.com to view the live stream of the service
available that day at 10:55AM. A celebration honoring Libby's life will be planned for a
later date. Information will be available on the Schoedinger and CaringBridge websites
once a date is selected.
In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting donations be made to Sam's Fans, which
supports and enhances music and art therapy programs that serve seriously ill children
and their families in Children's hospitals. Donations can be made at www.samsfans.org or
by sending a check to Sam's Fans, 4041 North High St., Suite 401E, Columbus, Ohio
43214.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - February 09 at 03:38 PM

“

I am heartbroken for the Whitaker family, Everyone who knew Dr. Libby loved her and I
know she will be missed by all especially her family and the many patients she treated
throughout the years. She was taken way too soon but God has a great plan for her and
knows she will now be her families Angel and watch over them until they meet again---Fly
High Dr. Libby:)
TESH GLENDENIN - February 13 at 09:52 AM

“

When I was an intern at Nationwide Children's,
Libby was the chief resident. I remember her doing rounds at the and giving our teams the
"question of the day." It was always a fun way to end a stressful time, She was one of my
first mentors in Pediatrics, just a little bit older than me at the time, but so much more
experience. I wanted do be just like her. When I had my first child, I knew who I wanted
their pediatrician to be. My heart goes out to Todd, their kids, and her medical partners who
have admired and loved her for so long, I want her kids to know not only how many
patients, but also PEDIATRICIANS your mom influenced and touched with her life. She will
be missed here , but there is no doubt where her next destination is. God Bless you all
Autumn O'Brien MD - February 13 at 10:10 AM

“

20 years of working together--I feel such loss and and saddened by not being able to say
goodbye in person.....miss you so. some day we'll have a drink together again!!
mary smith - February 13 at 10:57 AM

“

I’m so sorry that we have all lost such a strong presence in this world. Libby was an
incredible mother, wife, physician and all around great person. She will be missed dearly
and my heart goes out to her entire family. God bless
Nick Rogers - February 13 at 11:01 AM

“

My heart is broken for this family. I am a patient of Dr. Todd and had no idea of their
struggles. My sincerest sympathy to Dr. Whitaker and family.
Beth - February 13 at 11:41 AM

“

Thank you for sharing this service with the community. Libby was an incredible woman!
She was loved by so many people because she brought love to everyone who she
touched. May the love that she had for her family and friends be a source of comfort for you
at this very difficult time. Rest In Peace Libby. May you serve as an Angel now.
Sue Barb - February 13 at 11:43 AM

“

To Pastor Kudart and all of Libby's family and friends, what a wonderful celebration of her
life. Thank you for sharing such a beautiful tribute to Libby. You all are in my thoughts and
prayers as I pray for peace and comfort even in the midst of your unimaginable loss. Thank
you for sharing her memorial service.

Lisa Randles Norris, childhood friend and classmate of Libby
Lisa Norris - February 13 at 11:45 AM

“

What a beautiful service for such a beautiful person. Libby brought so much light in this
world and we are better having known her. All our love to Todd and the family.
Janet, John & Sarah McOwen
Janet McOwen - February 13 at 11:58 AM

“

It was a very nice service, she will be missed. Thoughts and prayers to all of the family,
may gods loving care with your new Angel watch over all of you.
Poulton Family - February 13 at 11:59 AM

“
“

Libby touched our lives and hearts. Please take care.
Lynn Hackett - February 13 at 12:22 PM

Dr Libby was one of my favorite students. She was a great doc and a better person. My
heart goes out to the family. The world is a much better place because she was in it. Dr
Libby will be missed.
Roger Friedman - February 15 at 06:37 AM

“

Dale And Lu Ann Nau lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Dale and Lu Ann Nau - March 04 at 09:50 PM

“

When Libby was about 4 years old, she had an inquiring mind, a big heart And she
was tiny. One day after someone had made an unkind remark she said, "Just
because someone is little, it doesn't mean they don't have feelings!" Libby was my
niece and a great listener and always took care of everyone and, at family
gatherings, she'd frequently ask, "Is everybody happy?" We were so blessed to her
known her and I know that she is in heaven with her brother John and those who
have go one before. My great sympathy goes out to her whole beautiful family.

Aunt Cathy - February 15 at 08:03 PM

“

Our prayers and condolences to Todd, Audrey, Joe, McKay and Penn during this
difficult and painful time. We pray that God will continue to guide you through the
coming days. Libby was always a positive and supportive person to my daughter
throughout her gymnastics career. Libby would always make a point of giving positive
support to my daughter when she felt depressed about her performance. Libby was
always willing to help me navigate through the gymnastic process as a parent. She
always put the girls first and did everything she could to help the individual girls and
the team succeed. She will be dearly missed by everyone she met. May her faithful
soul depart at the mercy of God and rest in peace.
Krista Mescher

Krista Mescher - February 13 at 12:08 PM

“

Matt, Jen, Matty, Maxie, Evie and Ellie purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for
the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

Matt, Jen, Matty, Maxie, Evie and Ellie - February 13 at 11:59 AM

“

Dearest Libs,
You will forever be held close to our hearts. Your laughter and positive attitude
towards all you encountered will be remembered. We are better people having
known you. We lost a true friend today but your gift carries on in your amazing family.
Anna, Audrey, McKay and Todd, may you know we will always be here for you and
may your journey continue filled with endless love, knowing that your mama and wife
is smiling down upon you all the rest of your days.
God Bless Jen, Matt, Matty, Maxie, Evie and Ellie

Jen Morrison - February 13 at 11:50 AM

“

Razan Alkhoury lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Razan Alkhoury - February 13 at 11:38 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Libby's family and friends. I knew Libby during residency. She
was smart and kind, and she had the best sense of humor. I will really miss her. May her
memory be eternal.
Razan Alkhoury - February 13 at 11:41 AM

“

Mary H Smith lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Mary h Smith - February 13 at 11:29 AM

“

Jodi Krupp lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Jodi Krupp - February 13 at 11:21 AM

“

Ebenezer Ethiopian Evangelical Church purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

Ebenezer Ethiopian Evangelical Church - February 13 at 11:18 AM

“

Libby
If you want to be a good person hang out with good people. You have made me a
better person for having known you. Thank you and will miss you.
Matt Morrison

Matt Morrison - February 13 at 10:54 AM

“

Lindsey Hiser lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Lindsey Hiser - February 13 at 10:33 AM

“

TESH GLENDENIN lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

TESH GLENDENIN - February 13 at 09:59 AM

“

You will be missed Dr. Libby. We love you. May you rest in Peace

Jenna Jude and Family - February 12 at 08:38 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 12 at 04:37 PM

“

My heart goes out to Libby's family. She had an infectiously bright attitude and was a
brilliant physician. I enjoyed every moment that I worked with her and share some of
those stories to this day.
May her life be a blessing.
Jennifer Abuzzahab

Jennifer Abuzzahab - February 12 at 01:02 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 12 at 12:31 PM

“

Robbie and Gretchen purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Elizabeth
Whitaker.

Robbie and Gretchen - February 12 at 11:26 AM

“

Condolences to Dr. Whitacker and his children What a devastating blow to a loving
family. We are patients of Dr. Whitaker and having each lost a spouse at the same
age we feel your pain.
Charles and Yvonne Perotti

Charles and Yvonne Perotti - February 12 at 09:09 AM

“

Sending love and prayers to Libby’s family and friends. Dr. Libby took care of both of
my children from the time they were born. She always greeted us with her beautiful
smile. I will never forget the time my young daughter was a little scared of getting her
check up. She had brought a toy with her, and Libby said well why don’t we give
“Kamala” a check up first. I think Libby was expecting a baby doll. My daughter pulls
out her plastic wrestling doll. Libby just smiled and proceeded to do Kamala’s check
up. Rest In Peace reunited with your loving brother John.
- Mandy LeGros and family

Mandy - February 11 at 08:37 PM

“

Dawn of Remembrance Basket was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 11 at 06:27 PM

“

My condolences to Libby’s family.
I worked for Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, with Dr. Whittaker for 3 years. She
was a kind soul who had an obvious passion for the patients she cared for. I know
her associates and patients, family and friends will miss her dearly.
Rest In Peace Libby

Kristi Gawne - February 11 at 05:34 PM

“

Tony, Tara, Austin and Logan purchased the Sweet Sincerity for the family of
Elizabeth Whitaker.

Tony, Tara, Austin and Logan - February 11 at 05:08 PM

“

The Physician Liaison Team - Nationwide Children's purchased the Arrive in Style for
the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

The Physician Liaison Team - Nationwide Children's - February 11 at 04:43 PM

“

One of my happiest memories of residency was spending Friday afternoons in clinic
with Libby and Patty, laughing our butts off, teaching me about the real world, and
making me go see all the adolescent boys for their 'turn your head and cough'
exams.
I love her still and carry her in my heart.....
Sammy Dudley

Sam Dudley - February 11 at 02:10 PM

“

My condolences to Libby’s family & friends. Dr. Libby provided 18 years of wonderful
care to our children. I will miss her beautiful smile, wonderful laugh & her caring
spirit. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.

Nichole Bellair - February 11 at 01:41 PM

“

I had the honor of being a resident under Libby's preceptorship. Her joy, her laughter,
her warmth... they'll always stay with me. I'll carry her memory forward by spreading
that splendid joy in my practice the same way she did at hers and also taught me to
do.

Jonathan Avila - February 11 at 01:39 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear about the loss of your daughter. We send our Deepest
Sympathy to you and your family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Debbie (Dunn) and Rodney Herold

DEBORAH HEROLD - February 11 at 11:55 AM

“

I was a medical student with Libby. I am just heart broken with this news. I
We have not been in touch but I have such wonderful memories of growing up with
‘libs’ and NEOUCOM. My condolences.

David Goldfarb ‘gfarb’ - February 11 at 11:09 AM

“

Libby was my chief resident at Children’s Hospital. I still remember her hilarious
stories and I always looked forward to being on call with her. I am so sorry to hear
this news. My thoughts are with her family and friends during this difficult time.

Ranee Leder - February 11 at 10:51 AM

“

Todd, I am so sorry for your loss. I have so many fond memories of residency with
Libby!! She always made us laugh and was a great friend and colleague. A
tremendous loss to our community and I know your family. We will miss her- Kris
Reber

Kris Reber - February 11 at 10:35 AM

“

Libby was always among my most favorite residents. Her humor and positive
infectious spirit made her a joy to be around as a resident and chief resident. There
are stories she told 25 years ago, I still remember with a laugh and a smile. I am so
sorry for your loss, it seems so unfair we lost such a lovely, kind and person who was
so full of life. May you find peace thinking about her and all she brought to patients,
families, trainees and friends.

Mary Kay Kuzma - February 11 at 10:11 AM

“

My heart goes out to the family. I so very much appreciated Libby as an outstanding
pediatric resident, Chief resident and practitioner. I valued her friendship and her
excellent care. She will be missed by so many peers and families.
Bruce Meyer M.D.

bruce meyer - February 11 at 09:59 AM

“

We send our deepest sympathies to Dr. Whitaker's family and colleagues. Libby was
a bright light at Nationwide Children's Hospital and an outstanding clinician. She will
be missed by all who knew her in the Central Ohio Pediatric Society.
Amy Jo Hernandez, Executive Director

Amy Jo Hernandez - February 11 at 09:45 AM

“

In Memory of Elizabeth Whitaker
Rachel & Emma Nicodemus, Stefanie Cornelius

Stefanie Cornelius - February 11 at 09:13 AM

“

The Kupka's lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

The Kupka's - February 11 at 08:56 AM

“

Sincere condolences to the family and especially to Pastor Kudart and family.

Nancy Burbacher, Zanesville Oh - February 11 at 08:27 AM

“

Kimberly Williams lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Kimberly Williams - February 11 at 08:07 AM

“

Carrie Smith lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Carrie Smith - February 11 at 06:09 AM

“

Jo Wilhelmsen lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Jo Wilhelmsen - February 10 at 11:09 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 10 at 07:53 PM

“

Donna Coury lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Donna Coury - February 10 at 07:49 PM

“

Chelsea Sanborn lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Chelsea sanborn - February 10 at 07:37 PM

“

Michael And Marie Parker lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Michael and Marie Parker - February 10 at 06:43 PM

“

Janet McOwen lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Janet McOwen - February 10 at 05:29 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 10 at 04:48 PM

“

The Aurelius Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Elizabeth
Whitaker.

The Aurelius Family - February 10 at 03:33 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Whitaker.

February 10 at 02:24 PM

“

Carrie Eggleston lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Carrie Eggleston - February 10 at 02:13 PM

“

Mindy Crabtree lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Mindy Crabtree - February 10 at 11:36 AM

“

Gail Appolloni lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

gail appolloni - February 10 at 11:08 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Whitaker

Robert Rumberg - February 09 at 11:36 AM

