Earle D. Bruce
March 8, 1931 - April 20, 2018

Coach Earle D. Bruce, 87, of Columbus, passed away Friday, April 20, 2018 with his
family by his side. He was born March 8, 1931 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Earl and
Mildred (Schindehette) Bruce. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by the
love of his life, his wife of 56 years, Jean (French) Bruce; sisters Mary Lou Theis and
Beverly Burkinshaw. Earle was loved by so many, and will be dearly missed by his loving
daughters, Lynn Bruce, Michele (Pat) Cenci, Aimee Bell, and Noel (Fred) Poulton; nine
grandchildren, Zachary Smith, Colin Smith, Carter (Megan) Smith, Kiley Smith, August
Bell, Tanner Bell, Kayden Bell, Hudson Poulton, and Foster Poulton; great grandchildren
Cameron, Quinn, and Hayden Smith; brothers Ronald (Cheryl) Bruce, Robert (Jewel)
Bruce, and Barry (Jane) Bruce; sister-in-law Nancy (John) Kissh; many nieces and
nephews; special caregiver Jenny Whinham; and many good friends, former coaches, and
players. Coach Bruce served as an accomplished high school football coach for 13 years
in Salem, Sandusky, and Massillon. He then served as the head coach at the University of
Tampa (1972), Iowa State University (1973-1978), The Ohio State University (1979-1987),
the University of Northern Iowa (1988), and Colorado State University (1989-1992). At
Ohio State, he succeeded Woody Hayes and won four Big Ten Conference titles. Bruce
made an immediate mark on Ohio State football, leading the Buckeyes to the Big Ten
championship and earning the 1979 Big Ten Coach of the Year award. He was inducted
into the National College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 2002, the Ohio State
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2004, and the Iowa State Sports Hall of Fame in 2000. He was
the national coach of the year as chosen by his peers at the American Football Coaches
Association in 1979. In recognition of his service to the university and to the Ohio State
University Marching Band, Bruce had the honor of dotting the "i" in 2016. He was a radio
analyst at 610WTVN for more than 20 years. Although football was a huge part of his life,
nothing meant more to him than his family. He and Jean traveled to all 50 states and
internationally to Ireland, Scotland and cruised the Rhine River. A public celebration of
Earle's life will be held at 10:30am Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at St. John Arena, 410
Woody Hayes Drive. The family will receive friends following the service on Wednesday,
April 25, 2018 from 4-8 p.m. at SCHOEDINGER WORTHINGTON CHAPEL, 6699 N. High
St., Columbus (Just south of I-270). Services and burial will also be held on Thursday at

10:30am at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 5475 Brand Road for family, close friends,
former players, and coaches. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Earle
and Jean Bruce Alzheimer's Research Fund in Neurology, Fund #312531, Care of The
Ohio State University Foundation, Attn. Gift Processing, 1480 West Lane Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43221; or Earle Bruce Endowed Scholarship at Iowa State University,
https://iastate.site-ym.com/donations/donate.asp?id=14572. Condolences may be sent to
the family at www.Schoedinger.com.
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Funeral Service

10:30AM

St. John Arena
410 Woody Hayes Drive, Columbus, OH, US, 43210
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25

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Schoedinger Worthington Chapel
6699 North High Street, Worthington, OH, US, 43085

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - April 23, 2018 at 04:46 PM

“

Along with the scores of other people, I want to send my condolences to the Family
and Friends of Coach Bruce. I lived in Sandusky when he coached there. I remember
"Bruce's Gallopin' Gooses", Ben Espy and Judge Scruggs. Sandusky High football
was a highly rated and respected program during his tenure. Although he moved on
to bigger and better things, I feel privileged to have been able to witness his success.
With prayers and admiration,
Francis Scott Drlik

Francis Scott Drlik - May 03, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

From 1968 up to the Michigan game of 1970, Ohio State had lost only one game and
that was to Michigan in 1969. During Michigan week 1970,at one of the team
meetings in the old facility, your dad, who was our center and guard coach, passed
out blank pieces of paper to all the members of the team. He had us write down what
we were going to do to help OSU beat Michigan that Saturday. Then he read many of
them, interjecting his spirited comments. Boy! did he have us psyched up. Of course
we won the game.
Leap ahead 40 years and after a game, my son, Daniel and I stopped by the outside
studio where Coach was doing his post game radio show. He graciously came over
to the fence to speak to us. He lit up when he learned Dan was studying history at
OSU. I was so happy that my son got to meet your dad.
He had such a positive influence on so many young men. We have all been so
blessed to have had your dad in our lives. Thank you for sharing him. May God bless
you all and give you the graces you need to get through this difficult time.

Sincerely,
Elliott Rice, Jefferson, Ohio
Elliott Rice - April 25, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

In God's care,rest in peace.

Dwayne Bickham, Sr. - April 25, 2018 at 06:12 PM

“

I just watched the video twice. Thanks for the memories of your family! What good
times we had. I offer my most sincere condolences to you girls/women and love
always. Sally

Sally Jean Eickholt mason - April 25, 2018 at 04:16 PM

“

My family and I send our most heartfelt condolences to your family.
I never met Earl but he was a part of Buckeye lore.
Listening to coaches Tressel and Meyer speak to how great of a man he was away
from the football field says a lot.
May God grant you peace and comfort.
Rest in peace coach

Tim Young - April 25, 2018 at 04:46 AM

“

Our prayers and condolences to the Earl Bruce Family.
Truly Coach Bruce was a class act. The Buckeye Nation will truly miss the man.
May you find comfort Know that God walks with us.

Denny - April 25, 2018 at 04:47 PM

“

Condolences and Sympathy to the Bruce family. Coach Bruce gave me a chance to
walk on and play at Iowa State in the Big Eight Conference. I will be forever grateful
for this experience.
Steve Johnson

Steve Johnson - April 24, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

Brother Bruce your heart and dedication was greatly shown and appreciated.
Although years separated us in life, our bond of brotherhood brought us together for
the betterment of the chapter. I am so glad you had such dedication that you led
those behind you to care so much about our university and chapter. You will be
missed and your mark will live on. Fraternally grateful, on behalf of your Brothers of
the Chi Phi Fraternity Iota Chapter, Rest in Peace. #45777

M. Waickman - April 24, 2018 at 06:47 PM

“

If anybody was a true buckeye it was coach Bruce. He not only loved his football
team, but showed his true love for the band. I had the honor to see him dot the I .
You could see it in his face how much it meant to him. Heaven got another angel,
one that is coaching football and then marching in the band. Thank you Coach. RIP
My prayers go out to the Bruce family.

karen Ladden - April 24, 2018 at 02:30 PM

“

Simply put - he was a great man. Family was everything to him. We rejoice he is
reunited in Heaven with Jean and other family and friends. While we will miss our
regular conversations, we take solace in knowing we will meet again one day. We
give thanks for all our time together. Love to the family....
George and Leslie

George Lehner - April 23, 2018 at 09:49 PM

“

Michael Gross lit a candle in memory of Earle D. Bruce

michael Gross - April 23, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

Deepest sympathy and condolences to Coach Earle Bruce's family and friends. It
was a pleasure to meet him and know him.
Dr. Jason Stoner

Jason Stoner - April 23, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Earle D. Bruce.

April 23, 2018 at 01:48 PM

“

Met him before a game a few yrs ago.Coach was walking around before his radio
show.He was mad that the gates weren’t unlocked so he could mingle.I said”Calm
Down Coach,Dave it for Michigan”he laughed and came over to take a pick,and sign
my hat.RIP Mr.Bruce

Nelson Baker - April 23, 2018 at 10:13 AM

“

Leah Royise lit a candle in memory of Earle D. Bruce

Leah Royise - April 23, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

Earle Bruce brought pride to Ohio State during my teen years, my military service
years and before I went to OSU myself. I was saddened to hear about the passing of
the great coach of the Buckeyes and the pride and joy of OSU football. He enriched
our lives and when I was stationed outside the Midwest it was great to see (or at
least hear) about Ohio State's stellar football season and beating Michigan! I give my
condolences, sympathy and prayers to Earle's family and friends. He was an
excellent athletic coach who knew how to train winners. He made an important
impact for OSU football, college sports and Columbus itself. He will be sorely missed.
GO BUCKS AND MAY GOD REST HIS SOUL. RIP EARLE BRUCE 1931 - 2018
Scarlet and Gray All The Way

James Heine - April 22, 2018 at 05:11 PM

“

RIP (LEFTY) Cumberland & ALCO will remember you. Joe Koelker class of 65

Joe Koelker - April 22, 2018 at 04:06 PM

“

No Man had more Love and Passion for Ohio State Football than Coach Bruce. He
will be truly missed. RIP Coach. GO BUCKS!

Brian Fogle - April 22, 2018 at 06:47 AM

“

My memory is of him running out with the Team and looking so dapper in his hat. He
was a Coach’s Coach. Thank you girls for sharing your Dad with so many. I know it
wasn’t easy but Thank You none the less. Thank You Coach! Thank You girls! GO
BUCKS!

Faith - April 22, 2018 at 01:00 AM

“

My prayers to the family Coach Bruce will always be in my life because he taught me
how to live. Great man . Dave Cheesebrough

Dave Cheesebrough - April 22, 2018 at 12:58 AM

“

Earle and I were Fraternity Brothers at Ohio State - had opposite rooms on the third
floor of the house. Great guy, good friend, great all-state running back from
Maryland, hurt his knee and went on to be a great coach. He's much missed. Bob
Chidsey

Robert Chidsey - April 21, 2018 at 08:41 PM

“

I was very saddened to hear that Coach Earle Bruce passed away on Friday. Coach
Bruce recruited me to play football at Iowa State. I liked and respected him. Coach
Bruce was a great mentor and coach at Iowa State where he led the Cyclones to
three consecutive 8-3 winning seasons from 1976-1978. Coach Bruce cared about
his players and we knew that anything Coach Bruce was doing was for the good of
the players and for the good of the team. When I signed to play football for the
Cyclones, Coach Bruce guaranteed my parents that I would have the opportunity to
get a college degree. He followed up on his emphasis on academics by reminding
the team on a routine basis that the most important thing to remember for us football
players was to get our education. Coach Bruce made the point that we could always
play football at Iowa State without neglecting our studies and made the point that
while football could be taken away from us (by an injury and so forth), our education
could never be taken away from us. Earle Bruce was a great coach but a better man.
May he rest in peace, much respect.

Steve Meinen - April 21, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

Rest in peace coach... Tell Woody Hello... you sir will be missed

Tim Tonjes - April 20, 2018 at 11:16 PM

“

thanks coach for bleeding scarlet and grey , we are saddened and somber this
evening at our loss

bucki guy - April 20, 2018 at 08:14 PM

“

Condolences to the Bruce family. Coach was a wonderful man that I had the
pleasure to meet & talk to a few times. RIP Coach!!!

Bret Leasure - April 20, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

I'm Saddened to hear about Our Own Coach Bruce, Great man, Great Coach,
Buckeye Nation will miss you and Thanks for The Memories Coach... Prayers to The
Family

Brenda Sullivan - April 20, 2018 at 07:02 PM

“

To the Bruce family. I was saddened today to hear of your Dad's death. He was one
of the truly good ones. I have many fond memories of both your parents and our golf
outing.
I hope you all are well and happy. Bobbe

Bobbe Fulton - April 20, 2018 at 05:00 PM

“

Jill Pugh lit a candle in memory of Earle D. Bruce

Jill Pugh - April 20, 2018 at 03:58 PM

