Chief Earl Burden
May 25, 1927 - January 26, 2020

Earl Burden Jr., Chief of Police retired, Columbus, Ohio.
Age 92. Born May 25, 1927. Passed away in the early morning hours of January 26, 2020 in Columbus,
Ohio due to complications from Parkinson's Disease.
Chief Burden dedicated his life to law enforcement for 31 years beginning his career in 1952 and rising
through the ranks from Patrolman, becoming Chief of Police in 1972 where he worked until retirement 11
years later.
He graduated from high school in Washington Court House, going on to attend Bliss Business College,
earning a degree in Business Administration. While working as a policeman Earl graduated Northwestern
University Traffic Institute, going on to graduate from the Federal Bureau of Investigation National
Executive Institute and gaining certificates in numerous law enforcement seminars and Major City
conferences. He was a member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, serving as a member
on the Executive Committee for Ohio and Michigan as well as Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police,
serving on the Legislative Committee. He was a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, the National
Executive Institute Association, as well as a member of Maize Manor Methodist Church and the Humbolt
Masonic Lodge. He earned many awards including the Award of Merit from the Columbus Bar
Association and the Columbus Bar Association Foundation, as well as the Distinguished Service Award
from the Kiwanis Club of Columbus, Ohio to name a few. Being good friends with Dave Thomas, after
retiring from CPD Earl went on to be the security chief nationwide for Wendy's for two more years after
which he retired for good to enjoy family, friends and travel.
Spending his early years in Washington Court House, where he met and married his high school
sweetheart, Jean, he went on to serve in the United States Navy, moving to Columbus in 1947 and
resided in central Ohio ever since.
Preceded in death by his beloved wife of 64 years, Jean Evelyn Burden, Father Earl, mother Mary
George Speakman, and his younger brother Dean Ruthie Burden. Earl is survived by his children Regina
Eddie Swanson, son Eric Linda Burden, Grandchildren Vanessa Chris Hoyt, Jaimee Ben Wilcox, and
Micah Robin Burden, Great Grandchildren Olivia Burden, Ella Hoyt, Andrew Wilcox, Chase Hoyt, Lucas
Burden, Carly Wilcox, and Great Great Granddaughter Melody Jean Yeager, and his longtime companion
Norma Hughes.
Earl was adventurous even as a young man to the point of earning his pilots license at the age of 17,
joining the Navy at 18, and serving in Shanghai, China and the surrounding seas, being honorably

discharged August 2nd, 1946. He loved to read and always said that, if he could have a second career,
he would have liked to be a history teacher. He loved traveling, golfing, fishing and boating.
One of his favorite quotes was "I shall pass this way but once. Therefore, any good that I can show - let
me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again." He lived his life with this
thought ever present in his mind.
In lieu of flowers please consider memorial donations to Parkinson's research and Hospice.

Events
JAN
30

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger Worthington Chapel
6699 High Street, Worthington, OH, US, 43085

JAN
31

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Schoedinger Worthington Chapel
6699 High Street, Worthington, OH, US, 43085

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - January 28 at 09:35 AM

“

A dear friend

that I know from Maize Manor. I sat behind him & his friend Norma. RIP Earl, in the arms of the

Lord
Millie Leone - January 28 at 10:50 AM

“

When I was a young Columbus police officer I made a stupid mistake and was appropriately
disciplined. Chief Burden put me in a position afterward that made all the difference in my career. He
believed in me when others doubted me. I went on to have a successful career, eventually attaining
the rank of Commander. I faced situations as I rose through the ranks when I had to decide how an
officer would be disciplined. Often as not, I thought about how Chief Burden dealt with me and tried to
emulate him.
However, the story of Chief Earl Burden is much, much larger than how he dealt with one officer in a
jam. He set a high standard with his personal conduct and leadership; he led by example. He revised
rules, regulations, policies and procedures, often against the normal resistance to change present in
many organizations. Those changes were sweeping and brought the Division to the most elite level of
all major city police agencies. An average police agency became an outstanding one.
I am honored to have served under Chief Burden. God bless Chief Burden, his family and friends.
Ray Eckles, Commander, Retired

Raymond T Eckles - February 04 at 07:40 PM

“

RestinPeaceChiefBurdenFormerCPDReserveOfficer&RetiredObetzPDChiefofPoliceGarryE.McGovern

Garry Edward McGovern - January 29 at 05:46 PM

“

Chief Burden was Chief of CPD when I started in the academy. One of my earliest memories is him
speaking to the class and how impressive he was as a leader. May the family be blessed during this
difficult time.
Kevin Baker

Kevin Baker - January 29 at 02:46 PM

“

I had the distinct pleasure of being Earl's secretary at Wendy' s International when he was Director of
Security and when he became Vice President of Corporate Services. When advised I would be
working with the former Chief of Police, I admit I was somewhat anxious. That didn't last long. I
quickly learned he was the most personable, reasonable, and kind person that one could have for a
boss. We worked well together and I had extreme respect for his people skills and his fair
management style. He had a great sense of humor!
My husband, Gordon, joins me in sending condolences to Earl's entire family. Unfortunately, we are
spending the winter in Florida and will not be able to attend the services. Please know we will be
thinking of you. We've lost one of the good guys!
Jean Booze

Jean Booze - January 29 at 10:04 AM

“

Eric and family, so sorry for your loss. Your dad became Chief when I was in the Academy and he
was my favorite Chief. My prayers go out to the family

George Smith - January 28 at 09:02 PM

“

I'm sorry for your loss. Earl was such an intelligent, friendly person.You are all blessed to have him in
your life.
Connie F.

Connie Frambes - January 28 at 02:01 PM

“

I had the honor of serving under several Chiefs of Police during my career with CPD and I would say
Chief Burden was a friend to all who knew him. He was one of the very best. My sincere condolences
to his family. Rest in peace my friend.
Bernie Vance

BernieVance - January 28 at 12:30 PM

“

I had the pleasure of serving with and under Chief Earl Burden for most of my career with the
Columbus Division of Police. I found him to be the most intelligent, honest, considerate and caring
person and Chief of Police. My condolence to his family and may he forever rest in peace. We will all
miss him very much!
Retired Sgt. Ken Gilliam
12/60 - 1/89

Sgt. Ken Gilliam - January 28 at 12:09 PM

“

God Bless and a heartfelt Thank YOU, Chief Burden, for your service in The United States Navy,
serving in WWII, the USA would NOT be as it is today. "Fair winds and following seas". RIP and
Semper Fi. Sailor.

Herb Guyer Sharfenaker USMC - January 28 at 11:38 AM

“

I had the honor to have served during Chief Burden’s tenure and he was by far the most professional,
honest and caring chief I knew.
Thank you Chief for your service and may your memory live on.

Lt. William D. McKendry (Ret) - January 28 at 06:41 AM

“

“

Chief Burden was a fine man and a police professional. Condolences to Chief Burden’s family.
Bill Webb - January 28 at 10:30 AM

As one of the first 10 Women on Patrol, Chief Burden led the Columbus Division of Police in this
monumental undertaking. He was always fair and never treated us any different than our male
counterparts. He knew every officer on the Division by first name and would speak your name
everytime he saw you in or out of headquarters. He was one of the best chiefs during my 26 years
career. May the gates of Heaven stand ajar awaiting his arrival. He deserves it.

Andrea (A.J.) Barrett - January 27 at 09:59 PM

“

My condolences to the Burden family. After 40 years as a law enforcement officer, Chief Burden was,
without question, the best, most impressive chief, I ever worked for. RIP, Chief Burden.

Sgt Tommy Cooper (Ret) - January 27 at 09:28 PM

“

Craig Hungler lit a candle in memory of Chief Earl Burden

Craig Hungler - January 27 at 05:28 PM

