Donn William Griffith
September 15, 1941 - August 1, 2020

Saturday, August 1, 2020 Donn William Griffith, D.V.M. passed peacefully, surrounded by
his loving family, from complications of Progressive Supranuclear Palsy. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Eugene Garfield Griffith and Opal Lucille Borrows; his father-inlaw, Charles MacTavish Pyke; his step-father-in-law, Ray R. Christensen; and his first wife,
Judith Montgomery Munzinger, mother to Laurie and Lisa. He is survived by his adoring
wife of 43 years, Gayle Pyke Griffith, his children and grandchildren: Laurie Buczek
(Michael), Christopher and Nicholas of Gilbert, AZ; Lisa Michelle Griffith (Kenny), Aidan
Ryan McGeehan of Rancho Santa Fe, CA; Bryan MacTavish Griffith (Stephani), Riley,
Quinn, and Sawyer of Dublin, OH; and Bradley Donn Griffith (Abbey Jo), Noelle and Gloria
of New Albany, OH; his brother, Elbert Garfield Griffith (Siesta Key, FL); the Pyke Family of
Salt Lake City, UT, including mother-in-law, Jeanne Forrest Pyke Christensen, sister-inlaw, Diane (Bill) Sartain, brother-in-law, Robert Pyke; and many cousins, nieces and
nephews.
Dad was known as Dr. Donn to thousands of devoted pet owners and listeners of his
WOSU radio show and viewers of WBNS 10TV Heart of Ohio television segments. He
devoted his professional life to the care of dogs, cats, pocket pets, and exotic animals. He
attended Purdue University, where he played football and proudly pledged Sigma Chi
before serving with the United States Air Force Reserve. He completed a B.S. in
Physiology from The Ohio State University and returned to Purdue to earn his Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine. In 1970, he moved to Dublin, OH to build a veterinary hospital and
start a practice, also serving as the veterinarian to the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, while
teaching and earning his M.S. in Zoo Preventative Medicine from OSU. After 51 years of
practice, Dad retired in August 2019.
We learned a strong work ethic from the example set by our father, who worked many
types of jobs including, at age six, helping his big brother to deliver newspapers. Other
work included ditch digging; selling Fuller brushes, Electrolux vacuums, and John
Hancock life insurance; maintaining tennis courts; and serving burgers as a carhop at
Swensons. As a veterinarian, he worked six days a week and was on-call for emergencies

seven days a week at all hours of the day and night.
Dad was a lifelong learner and avid reader who had a thousand hobbies; most notably he
was a great fisherman, euchre player, and photographer. He taught his children and
grandchildren these hobbies and his love of the outdoors in their favorite vacation spot in
and around Yellowstone National Park. He also started the first veterinary service in West
Yellowstone, MT in 1980.
Dad taught us to keep an open mind about ideas and people, as he explored and
achieved certifications in acupuncture, chiropractic, and herbal medicine. He founded
Ohio Holistic Veterinary Hospital and served as president of the American Holistic
Veterinary Medical Association.

Dad made friends easily in every room he entered. Always fiercely loyal, he kept close
contact with classmates from his early education in Upper Arlington, his classmates at
Akron Buchtel High School, his Sigma Chi fraternity brothers from Purdue and Ohio State,
and his veterinary colleagues. His 60+ years of membership in First Community Church
included membership in Couples Circle 70, who have become some of his dearest friends.
A devoted husband, father, and grandfather, he told us he loved us often, and
demonstrated his love in too many ways to count. We will miss him dearly while we strive
to honor him in the way we live our lives.
Please visit https://drdonn.com/ to view a virtual memorial to our father. Those who wish
may contribute to the charity of their choice or to one of Dad's favorites: Ohio Health Delay
the Disease https://foundation.ohiohealth.com/delay-the-disease, Purdue University
College of Veterinary Medicine https://vet.purdue.edu/giving/tribute-gifts.php, or CurePSP
https://psp.org/. See https://drdonn.com/donate.
Due to current health concerns, guests are welcome to join a virtual memorial service
Friday, August 14th at 11am EDT. Visit https://drdonn.com/service to watch the service, or
call or text SERVICE to 614.889.2556 for more information.

Comments

“

Always kind, Donn was a pioneer in Integrative Veterinary Medicine. He shared his
knowledge freely and with the hope others would learn and incorporate into their
daily practice. I heard many stories of him from my friend Claudia who sometimes
worked for him. When I talked to him, he was quick with a warm handshake and
compassion. He helped to bring a strong Integrative Tract to Midwest Veterinary
Conference that has been present at least since I graduated 21 years ago. Thank
you for all that you did for our profession and for you community.

Leslie Shockley Brown - November 21, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Donn's passing. He was a great friend to all of animalkind, to
organized veterinary medicine, and in particular, to the American Holistic Veterinary
Medical Association. He was a teacher, mentor, and friend, and I will miss him
deeply.

Dr. Deborah Mitchell - August 18, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“

Deb, you were a great source of information and inspiration to Donn. We both loved the
elders' retreat in Yellowstone with you.
Gayle - August 31, 2020 at 07:07 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Donn's passing. I had the honor to know Donn and work with
him through the Dublin City Schools' Young Professionals' Academy. He volunteered
on our YPSA scholarship board for several years and mentored numerous students
through the YPA program by allowing them to complete their internships and learning
in veterinary medicine at his practice. He was such a kind, gentle, and
compassionate individual and always willing to share his knowledge and experience
with the students. He touched so many lives in such positive ways. May you find
comfort in knowing his legacy lives on through the many lives he impacted.
Karen Harriman

Karen Harriman - August 15, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Karen, Donn loved his association with the YPA and other connections with the Dublin
Schools. Thanks for tapping his enthusiasm. Thanks, too, for your very kind remarks! Gayle
Gayle - August 31, 2020 at 07:06 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Donn William Griffith.

August 13, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“

Gayle and family,
Please accept our sympathy for your loss. Donn was a classmate and friend. He will
be missed.
Dick

Dick Goebel - August 07, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

Dick, thanks for your loyal friendship over many years. Donn loved and admired you,
Michelle, and his veterinary school classmates. We both enjoyed the veterinary class
reunions.
Gayle - September 03, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

I appreciated his care of my kitties for so many years. My thoughts are with the
family.

Christine Marrell - August 07, 2020 at 03:03 PM

“

Christine, thanks for being a wonderful and loyal client for so many years. We both
thoroughly enjoyed seeing you and your kitties in the office. I wish you and your fur-babies
all the very best!
Gayle - September 03, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

Dr. Griffith saw at least 5 of the pets I have owned over the years..Osiris, Poe,
Romeo, Magee, and Zena. He did such a great job of digging deeper into the issue
of their ailments; he definitely had a 6th sense when it came to healing animals. He
saved my cat, Osiris' life with what he called his "rainforest" pills he helped develop. I
call that a miracle cure! I will always be thankful for having found him to help me
keep my animals so healthy. He was also very personable; he would always ask me
about my job at the Clintonville Community Market, and when I found out I was
moving to Montana, he shared in my joy of moving to such a beautiful area of the
country. Thank you Dr. Donn for all you have done for SO many animals in need, and
your countless hours upon hours devoted to learning about alternative therapies. You
gave what was so needed to the vet community, as a shining leader in so many
wonderful ways. Columbus, Ohio was so lucky to have you. To his family and friends,
please accept my heartfelt condolences. What a wonderful person he truly was.

Kristin Spadafore - August 07, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Dr.Donns family. I graduated from Buchtel high school with
Donn and still have fond memories of that wonderful person who made time to associate
with his classmates regardless of their background when he could have easily been one of
those self centered super athletes.
John Klein - August 09, 2020 at 08:36 AM

“

Gayle and kids, You already know that Donn was my 5th grade boyfriend. So, I had good
taste, even then. Know you are in my loving thoughts and prayers.
Susan Huhta
Susan Huhta - August 10, 2020 at 04:37 PM

“

I met Dr Donn as a client first. After that I started bringing my dogs Colt and Molly to
see him. He always asked of my family and was always kind and positive.
I really loved him and Gayle. Even though my interaction was once a month and
when I brought my pups in he was just so very kind and generous. I’ve never met a
more honest kind intelligent person. Dr Donn made my life better! I was blessed to
know him and Gayle

Sheila OReilly - August 07, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of this wonderful gentle man. My sincere
condolences to the family. I have known Don for many years through IVAS and the
AHVMA. He was always there, helpful and kind to everyone. He was a leading light
in veterinary acupuncture and how to be supportive of those who just ventured into
this speciality of veterinary medicine. We will all miss you, Don!
Marlene Smith

Marlene Smith - August 07, 2020 at 01:54 AM

“

I had the honor of knowing Donn through his involvement with the AHVMA and IVAS
and with him on the COE in the AHVMA . What a great guy, in the early days; he
would help with all the tech stuff. Always there, always helping. I am so sorry for your
loss.
Cindy Lankenau

Cynthia Lankenau - August 06, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

I also knew him through the American Holistic Veterinary Association and the International
Veterinary Acupuncture Society. He was such a gentle giant and had so much compassion
for his patients, clients and friends
Mary Battistella - August 06, 2020 at 09:51 PM

“

I knew Donn through the AHVMA as well. He was always friendly and kind to everyone he
met. My heart goes out to his family and close friends
liz hassinger - August 07, 2020 at 09:06 AM

“

I am so sorry for Gayle and family.What can I say about this wonderful friend.He was
our a family friend to our dogs..my kids..and my husband a d myself.He always found
time for you..even if he was fly fishing by a stream..phone in one hand..trout on the
line.
He helped so many with his kindness and expertise in veterinary medicine. We
shared many special moments.Don was my bodyguard when I stopped to say hi to
Smokey R..he fly fished at Rockwell Springs with us.I do not have all the right
words..just that we loved him and wish his family peace and tons of wonderful
memories. Sallie and Chan Cochran..

Sallie Cochran - August 06, 2020 at 08:03 PM

“

Condolences to the Griffith family. I was on the 1959 - 1963 Purdue football team
with Donn. He was well liked by all the coaches and teammates. He moved around
between center and guard positions but always had a positive attitude. When we
would returned for the spring game Donn was the official cameraman taking photos
of us old guys! He will be greatly missed. In Heaven...."Boiler Up"

Ed Behanna - August 06, 2020 at 06:53 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Ed Behanna - August 06, 2020 at 06:49 PM

“

“

Left to right...(me) by position....center, guard, end, tackle and tackle.
Ed - August 06, 2020 at 06:55 PM

Love, the Hundley Family purchased the Basket of Memories for the family of Donn
William Griffith.

Love, the Hundley Family - August 06, 2020 at 05:48 PM

“

Since learning of Dr Griffith’s passing I have recalled so many memories from my
time working as a veterinary technician at Animal Medical and Emergency Hospital.
He was a great leader, boss and friend. I learned a lot about caring for animals and
people from Dr Griffith. I’m very grateful to have had the opportunity to know Dr
Griffith and his family.
You are all in my thoughts.

Carolyn Vonvaltier - August 06, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

I knew Donn at Upper Arlington HS before he moved to Akron. Interest in bugs and things
back then. In 7th or 8th grade. Great guy. Spoke to him in later years. Had a practice in
Columbus I believe.
Richard Bernard - August 06, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Dr Donn’s passing. I owned a veterinary practice not far from Donn’s
practice and we often shared clients. I would refer clients to him that wanted acupuncture
or herbal therapies for their pets. He was always willing to accommodate them and they
were always satisfied with his expertise. Besides our professional relationship we were
tennis buddies in the ‘70s. He had a mean serve. The community has lost a real
contributor.
Al Gutin - August 06, 2020 at 04:37 PM

“

The Obituary is a beautiful and perfect tribute. Donn was a very special man, clearly loving
his family - and gifted with animals - and their owners! It has been a gift to have known him
these 60 some years
Nancy Weltzheimer Wardwell
nancy Wardwell - August 06, 2020 at 05:02 PM

