Donald R. (Don) Vorce Jr.
August 10, 1942 - November 13, 2020

Donald R. (Don) Vorce, Jr. born August 10, 1942 in Worthington, Ohio and passed away
November 13, 2020 at Kobacker House in Columbus, Ohio after a lengthy and
courageous battle with Parkinson's Disease. He is preceded in death by mother Mae
Vorce Jilek, father Don Vorce, Sr., and grandson Donald James Vorce. He is survived by
wife of 51 years, Donna and children Russell, Julie and Mitch, all of Columbus.
Originally from Worthington, Don was a 1960 Graduate of Upper Arlington High School
and went on to Wabash College where he was a member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity.
He played football for Wabash and won an NCAA gold medal in track and field as a javelin
thrower.
After graduation in 1964, he lived and worked in New York City before returning to
Columbus and going into business with his father at Bates and Company. Don was an
agent, adviser and friend to clients and eventually retired from Gardiner Allen DeRoberts
after many years in the business of insurance.
Don was a lifelong athlete, playing golf and excelling in long distance cycling. He
completed 12 Tours of the Scioto River Valley (TOSRV) which is a two day, 200 mile round
trip ride to Portsmouth. He was a member of the Athletic Club of Columbus, and remained
active even into his later years, playing golf with Fore Hope through Ohio Health. Sports
were a constant theme for Don - he coached both of his sons in Kiwanis soccer, and was
known for both his fairness and competitiveness. He also served as a Board Member of
the Touchdown Club in Columbus and was a member of Brookside Country Club.
Don loved to fish and spent many happy annual family vacations in the Outer Banks, waist
deep in the surf, searching for the elusive big catch. And while dinner may not have come
from the day spent on the ocean, you were sure to get a good story or two out of the
experience.
Don was also passionate about antiques and particularly enjoyed Antiques Road Show.

He had several collections of his own that brought him both the thrill and satisfaction of the
hunt.
The Vorce house served as the home base for virtually all family celebrations including
some legendary Thanksgiving post-dinner board games where he would show his dry wit.
He loved to laugh, and getting a good joke, one he could pass around, was almost as
good as the joke itself. He was lucky enough to claim many decades-long friendships and
those were based as much on humor as they were his loyalty and generosity of spirit.
In later years, Don participated in multiple philanthropic roles, but his primary focus was
the New Life Community Outreach where he served on the committee. He was also
actively involved in their service which provides care, clothing and assistance to the
homeless community. A longtime member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Marble
Cliff, he worked for many other organizations in Columbus to help those in need.
In lieu of flowers, and at the request of the family, any donations in his memory may be
made to: New Life Community Outreach, 25 W. 5th Avenue Columbus OH 43201,
newlifecolumbus.com or Boxer Luv Rescue, PO Box 47777, Phoenix AZ 85068,
boxerluv.org.
Rev. Amy Aspey will conduct a private family service and burial. A celebration of Don's life
will be held at a later date when friends and family can come together to remember this
remarkable man.
Funeral arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST. Please visit http://ww
w.schoedinger.com to share memories and condolences.

Cemetery
Walnut Grove Cemetery
5561 Milton Ave.
Worthington, OH, 43085

Comments

“

My deepest condolences to your family.

Cory - January 14 at 12:23 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Linda Nelson Mrukowski - November 25, 2020 at 09:26 AM

“

Donna, my prayers are with you during this time. My condolences to the entire Vorce
family. - Adrienne McCarron

Adrienne McCarron - November 23, 2020 at 12:44 PM

“

Dear Donna ~
You have my sympathies for the difficult years of Parkinsons and now the passing of
your soul mate. Marilyn Finn Dilley sent me the link & I Fw: the sad news to Jane
Budden Hutchins in West Branch, MI. She will let her old college boyfriend know too.
He was a frat brother of Don’s. My condolences to the rest of the Vorce family. It’s
been 30 yrs since the “Something Special” days!
With Love, Nancy (Bailey) Malin
nmalin1482@gmail.com

Nancy Bailey Malin - November 23, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Ed Honton and I relied on Don for our insurance. I think Don and Ed met bicycling.
Don was always competent, helpful and friendly. May his memory be for a blessing.

Melodee Kornacker - November 21, 2020 at 11:35 PM

“

A handful of friends of Donnie's read his obit and realized we remembered him from 1st
grade at Worthington Elementary! It's been 72 years, but we remember his vitality and
reddish blond hair. We also remember exactly where he lived and that he moved in 4th
grade. After reading his achievements in his life and reading about his humorous nature,
we're sorry we weren't able to enjoy him as an adult. I have a photo of our 1st grade class
with him and names of all in that PM class. I send my condolences to you his wife and
family. May you find peace and strength in your healing. Sincerely, Jeanie Lehman Bruns.
Brunsie27@gmail.com
Jeanie L Bruns - November 24, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

Sending heartfelt sympathies from all that knew Don in his childhood at Worthington
Elementary. He brightened our lives back then and from reading his life story, we realized
he continued to brighten lives throughout his adult years. Blessings from Miss Willock &
Mrs. Rau’s 1st grade class, Sincerely, LInda Nelson Mrukowski.
Linda Nelson Mrukowski - November 25, 2020 at 09:21 AM

