Donald B. Hamper
August 10, 1942 - August 15, 2019

Donald B. Hamper, age 77, passed away suddenly in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday,
August 15, 2019. He was born on August 10, 1942 in Parma, Ohio to the late Bernard and
Leona Hamper. Also preceding him in death was his son Keir Hamper. Don was an owneroperator in the trucking industry for nearly four decades. He was a legend and pioneer in
the herpetology industry known for perfecting breeding and raising techniques for rare
reptiles. Don was a father who taught his children about resiliency in the face of
challenges, unwavering loyalty to friends who earn it, the strength obtained by never
taking shortcuts and that there's always room in your day for a smile. He had a smile and
a joke for every person he met. Don's kindness and friendship is treasured by his friends
and family and those who look up to him as a mentor. He was an avid photographer and
traveled to many countries around the world. Donald will be deeply missed by his wife and
constant companion of 52 years Roberta Hamper; children Shay (Shelley) Hamper and
Anietra (Jeff Stallings) Hamper; grandchildren Taylor Leach and Zach Petruzzi; sister
Sandra Hamper; sister-in-law's Nancy (Donald) Stacy and Susan (Larry) Schneeman; and
numerous nieces and nephews. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to
USARK, 3650 Sacramento Drive, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401, Make-A-Wish Ohio,
Kentucky and Indiana, 2545 Farmers Drive, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio 43235 or the Star
House foundation for homeless teens in Columbus, 1220 Corrugated Way, Columbus,
Ohio 43201. Family will receive friends from 5:30-8:30pm on Wednesday, August 21,
2019, at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, Ohio
43221, where a Funeral Service will be held at 10am on Thursday, August 22, 2019
followed by a burial at Union Cemetery. To honor Donald the family is requesting that
everyone wear casual clothing to the visitation and funeral service. Please visit
www.schoedinger.com to share memories and condolences.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 20, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“

Roberta, Anietra and family -- you all are in our thoughts and prayers with the
passing of Don.
Tom and Carolyn Jones

Carolyn Jones - September 01, 2019 at 11:51 PM

“

We are sorry for your loss, Roberta.
Your husband seemed like an interesting, colorful, amazing man.
What a life you two shared!!
We hope to see you in October.
Love, Bob and Missy Hunt

Aida (Missy) Hunt - August 27, 2019 at 09:07 AM

“

I have always had an incredible respect and admiration for Don’s outstanding and
groundbreaking, pioneering work with reptiles. To say he was a legend would be
quite the understatement. I had always hoped I might meet him at a reptile show. Me
being a tortoise fanatic for forty years, I was especially impressed with his breeding
success with Pancake Tortoises. He was the first and the best with this species and
his quality was second to none. I will be making a donation to his memorial fund as
soon as I get paid. All of my best and condolences to all of you at this very difficult
time. I’m very sorry for your loss. Take care, sincerely yours, Greg Jezek

Greg Jezek - August 24, 2019 at 04:10 PM

“

Thinking of you all today and tomorrow; Robbie, Shay, and Anietra and all of your
family.

Jane Johns - August 21, 2019 at 07:38 PM

“

I remember Don from the 80s when everyone would bounce from room to room at
the International Herp symposiums to learn about the latest and greatest
projects...no internet in those days! There was always a line to get to Don... For
some strange reason he seemed to like me and those memories will always be
cherished. I will miss
him.

Our hearfelt condolences,
Charles and Rosella Ball
Charles Ball - August 21, 2019 at 07:11 PM

“

I remember when we first heard the news (50+years ago) that our cousin Roberta
was getting married.
...some tall skinny guy and he does what for a living?....
Haha. Obviously it all worked out for the best!
Am thinking of all of you so much and how difficult this must be for you. I’m glad
there are so many happy memories to hold on to.
Mary Jo
P.S.
I saved this picture from a previous post because I thought it was so cute.

MaryJo Laughlin - August 21, 2019 at 04:19 PM

“

I always thought of Don as a man who worked hard and laughed easily and
cherished his family more than anything else. Despite all the time he devoted to his
family, his job, traveling, caring for his animals, and the work he put into herp shows
(and antique shows years ago), he still made time for friends. I remember numerous

get-togethers. Sometimes they were small gatherings, sometimes very large.
Regardless of the number of people, there was food. It wasn’t a secret that Don
enjoyed good food. He also enjoyed sharing information and telling funny stories and
he was always smiling.
Ken and I have had a more interesting life because Don allowed us to be part of his
life. We are better people for having known him. I find it difficult to tell friends that I
love them. I wish I had told Don; I hope he knew.
Robbie, Anietra, Shay, Shelley and Taylor I want to make sure you know that I love
you. I hope you find comfort now and in the future by holding on to fond memories of
Don and the love he had for all of you.
Cyndi Shepherd - August 20, 2019 at 07:26 PM

“

Matthew Parks and the entire Pangea Reptile Crew purchased the Love Everlasting
Bouquet for the family of Donald B. Hamper.

Matthew Parks and the entire Pangea Reptile Crew - August 20, 2019 at 04:19 PM

“

The Kick Brothers purchased the Large Basket Garden for the family of Donald B.
Hamper.

The Kick Brothers - August 20, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

One of the nicest guys I've ever known. He lived life to the fullest and now he rests in
peace.

Greg Graham - August 19, 2019 at 08:06 AM

“

Robbie and family I am so sorry for your loss. My heart goes out to all of you. I have
all of you in my prayers. Don, I love your smile and your kindness I hope you knew
how much I appreciated all the photos you took and even had some of them framed.
I have them on display in my living room they will always be a reminder of you.
Eternal rest and peace Don may the perpetual light shine upon you, By the mercy of
God may you rest in peace and rise in Glory. Pray for us Saint Don.
With Love
Phyllis P
(Zach Grandma)

phyllis o petruzzi - August 18, 2019 at 12:33 PM

