Dean Michael Stoecklin
September 8, 1970 - July 3, 2011

Dean Michael Stoecklin, age 40, passed away on Sunday, July 3, 2011, while on a
mission trip in Costa Rica. He was born in Fort Riley, Kansas, and moved many times
throughout his youth as part of a military family. He graduated from Papillion-La Vista High
School in Nebraska, and continued his studies at the University of Nebraska. He
graduated with a degree in finance and has worked for many years in banking technology,
most recently at Insight Bank. He was a member of New Life Church, where he served as
an usher and greeter, as well as co-leader of his small group. He had just begun
participating in the mentorship program for boys without fathers at the church, and he was
currently helping to advance the Gospel to the region of Costa Rica. Dean was a do-ityourselfer, never afraid to tackle household projects, but he would always stop what he
was doing to spend time with his 4 children. He did his best to live out Proverbs 22:6,
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
He enjoyed reading, especially books that helped strengthen his faith, and he was a big
fan of Cardinals baseball, Cornhuskers football, and hiking through Hocking Hills and state
parks. He is survived by his loving wife of 9 years, Sabrina (Schommer) Stoecklin;
children, Bryce, Reese, Hayden, and Naomi; parents, Duane and Shirley Stoecklin;
siblings, Maria (Michael) Marois, Michele Stoecklin, and Denise (Jeremiah) Maddock; as
well as other extended family members and wonderful friends. Family will receive friends
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, July 9, 2011, at New Life Church, 3690 Stygler Road,
Gahanna, where a funeral service and celebration of Dean’s life will begin at 12 p.m.
Interment will follow at Mifflin Cemetery. Arrangements by the Schoedinger Northeast
Chapel, (614) 939-4558. Visit www.schoedinger.com to share a favorite memory of Dean.
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Comments

“

I had the privilege of working with Dean for the last fifteen years; he was highly
respected, admired and gifted. Dean had a knack for knowing precisely what to say
at a given moment; when he spoke, people would listen. He had a special presence,
and he would light up the room. His many talents were truly remarkable. Mr. & Mrs.
Stoecklin, you can be proud that you instilled so many great qualities in your son.
Dean and I would often have to work together on difficult projects that would cause
bank employees to feel stressed. When I sensed this trepidation, I would assure
these individuals that Dean was one of the best in the nation at performing these
types of tasks. I could make this bold statement because I had that much confidence
in Dean.
A very fond memory I have of Dean happened a few months ago. It was turning out
to be a difficult day, and after a specific meeting was over, Dean let me listen to a
voice message Sabrina left him that morning. It sounded something like this: “Dean, I
love you so much, and the children and I are praying for you. Our heavenly Father
will see you through and give you the strength.” I could tell Dean was strengthened
and encouraged by this loving message from Sabrina. I believe a husband and father
can scale the highest mountain knowing he has this kind of support at home.
Sabrina, you were a special blessing to me that day.
There is a paradox we try to reconcile when someone as special as Dean is taken to
his heavenly home. There is a void somewhere deep in our heart; we wish we could
have one more conversation, one more meal, maybe one more walk or game of
catch. On the other hand, we know Dean is in the presence of our Lord and Savior. 1
John 5:13 – “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal life.” This is how I reconcile this paradox;
I know there is a day coming when I will be able to see Dean and have that
conversation.
When I reflected on Dean’s legacy, I started to write down the first words that came
to my mind: brilliant, passionate, caring, faithful, just, a man of integrity, a loving
husband and father. The world was a better place because of Dean’s life.
To any who spent any time with Dean, we are stronger and we are better for knowing
him.
Leon Erickson

Leon Erickson - July 07, 2011 at 11:34 PM

“

We have been fortunate to be apart of the New Life Family and our hearts are
sadden by the passing of Dean. He was a truly a family man who loved the Lord. We
pray the family finds strength in the Lord and his assurance that one day we will meet
again.
(Jack & Jeni Lee's mom & Aunt)

Rhonda Cunningham & Carol Hickman - July 07, 2011 at 07:46 PM

“

Dean was a wonderful resource for me during my banking career as he was always
available and quick to answer my many questions and concerns. In addition, we
shared the love of family and I always enjoyed hearing about the latest antics of his
kids. I know that he is with his heavenly Father and I hope that his family will
surround themselves with His love and protection during this difficult time.

Vicki Ellis - July 07, 2011 at 03:13 PM

“

Dean was a true friend and business associate. His knoiwledge and willingness to
help were always there. I was quite evident his love for his wife and children were
always abundant. He practiced his faith in God and love for others. As one person so
aptly put it, he was a man above men. We at The Savings Bank were fortunate to be
called his friend and we were extremely fond of him. We are so sadly shocked and
are keeping his loved ones in our daily prayers. Our sympathy and condolences go
out to his entire family.

Stephen A. Gary - July 07, 2011 at 01:41 PM

“

Dean always stopped to say Hello when he traveled to "help" us. He had a great
smile and a twinkle that made you feel welcomed in his life. bless his family and his
children in the daays to come.....debbi mccoy, Circleville, Oh

Dbbi McCoy - July 07, 2011 at 11:55 AM

“

Dean was our "go-to" guy when he was with RDSI. I will always remember him as a
great family man and a genuine friend. His wife and children were always on his
mind and we talked about them often when he traveled to our city. He will be truly
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with his entire family. Our hearts are broken,
too, but we know his faith will keep his family strong.

Connie L. Campbell - July 07, 2011 at 11:45 AM

“

Mark A. Klein lit a candle in memory of Dean Michael Stoecklin

Mark A. Klein - July 07, 2011 at 08:59 AM

“

What an incredible husband, father, son, friend and lover (to Sabrina only). We will
miss him but look forward to seeing him again in heaven. We love you, pray for you
and am so sorry that this particular part of your journey of faith is filled with grief.
Please let us know if we can do anything for you.
Love Always and Forever,
Aunt Carla and Uncle Todd

Carla J. Giese - July 06, 2011 at 06:08 PM

“

Stoecklin Family,
Thank you for sharing with me today about Dean. He was undoubtedly a wonderful
man, and I'm sorry for you loss. Please don't hesitate to call me if I can help in any
way.
Amy Frazier

Amy Frazier - July 06, 2011 at 05:12 PM

