Craig Zimmers
September 26, 1949 - April 28, 2021

Craig Lee Zimmers, 71, passed away peacefully on April 28, 2021. On September 26,
1949, he was born in Dayton, Ohio, to the late Neal and Annabel Zimmers. He completed
his high school education at Phillips Academy in Andover, MA. He graduated with his
bachelor's degree from Duke University and his master's degree from the University of
Dayton. Craig dedicated his life to public service. He founded and ran a substance abuse
treatment facility (Nova House) in his hometown of Dayton, Ohio. His duty to serve then
carried him into the political realm as he served as Harrison Township Trustee before
serving seven years as the Montgomery County Clerk of Courts. His work took him across
the globe. He went to
China leading economic development trips on behalf of the State of Ohio. As Clerk of
Courts, he traveled to Albania to facilitate the first free elections. Along with his public
service pursuits, Craig had many other unique accomplishments in his life, including
owning the radio station WZJX FM in Dayton, traveling with his wife to all seven
continents, and serving as president and managing partner of several companies.
Craig made friends wherever he went, and those friendships often lasted a lifetime. His
loyalty and support of his friends were unrivaled. His love for family, friends, and public
service knew no limits. He was a person full of compassion, authenticity, and intellectual
curiosity.
Craig will be greatly missed by his wife of 39 years, Dr. Sharon Zimmers; daughter,
Stefanie Zimmers, siblings, Neal (Billie) Zimmers, Jr., Elaine Zimmers Johnson, and Dr.
Ann Marie Rogers; and nieces and nephews Nathan (Sara) Johnson, AnneElise (Andy)
Goetz, Tyler (Erin) Rogers, and Andrea (Frank) Foster.
Arrangements entrusted to Schoedinger Dublin. Family will hold a private celebration of
life. In place of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Judge Neal and
Annabel Zimmers Scholarship Fund in the care of The Dayton Foundation, 40 N. Main St.,
Suite 500, Dayton, OH 45423.

Comments

“

Craig
--- written by David Korns on behalf of the Korns' family
That's me on the left. That's Craig on the right. (see attached) The photo was taken
on Turner Road in Dayton, Ohio in the early 1970s. It's a rather incriminating
photograph so it took me some time to get the nerve to write this, explain who I am,
who we are, and our relationship with Craig. It's a story about the intersection of two
families and the love and influence that Craig had on us all.
Stories from a long ago 1st marriage can be uncomfortable at a moment like this and
that's not what I want this to be. This is a happy story about cross family love as told
from my family's perspective. My parents, Richard and Virginia, gave birth in
descending order to Douglas Korns (1947), Nancy (Korns) Bogart (1948), Carol
(Korns) Cassone (1950), and me, the youngest, David Korns (1955).
The story started when my sister Carol married Craig during the days of the "All In
The Family" TV show in 1972. If you don't know that show look for clips on YouTube.
In those days, with only 3 TV channels and very few hit shows, it was natural for
some families to see themselves in that show. My Dad, of course, played the role of
Archie Bunker (Carol O'Conner) even though he was far from a perfect fit. I'm not
saying he didn't fit the role at all, in many ways he did, he was just less overt than
Archie. When Craig came into our lives, it just seemed natural for us to plug him into
the role of son-in-law Mike Stivic (Rob Reiner). Craig didn't fit his assigned role
either. Craig was charming and loving. Any tension that existed between Richard and
Craig was really no different than any father and son-in-law relationship. However, I
do think they both enjoyed going out of their way to play the All In The Family roles
we all expected them to play.
So hearing of Craig's passing sparked a flood of sadness and loving memories over
the entire Korns family. If Mike Stivic's wife Gloria (aka: Carol) had a little brother, that
would have been me. I was 5 years younger and going through my Junior and Senior
years of High School. Craig and Carol were like Gods to a young and curious high
schooler like me. I visited Craig and Carol's house (aka: Mike and Gloria's house) on
Turner Road a lot in those days and that's when and where the picture was taken. I
still have thoughts to this day going back to the things I learned on Turner Road at
Craig and Carol’s. Heck, I bet I have a half dozen old high school friends who still ask
me about Craig from their memories of the parties we crashed there.
But none of that was the amazing part. That came decades after their divorce. The
Korns baby boomers spread across the country to places including San Jose, Austin,
and Louisville. Years later I would hear a story, from my Dad or my siblings, that
while traveling Craig had gone out of his way to look them up and stop by to
reminisce. I would die to have been a fly on the wall when Richard and Craig must
have laughed and settled old scores with their dual senses of humor. Nancy received
an out of the blue call from Craig when he passed through Louisville. I myself
remember linking up with Craig in the 80s or 90s during a holiday visit to Dayton at a
favorite bar (the Shed on Brown Street). I felt blessed and special to have known

Craig. We all did.
With tears in my eyes I also felt it was my responsibility to share this story of the love
between two families.

Dave Korns - May 19 at 12:01 PM

“

Send my condolences to Sharon and the family and friends...
Jody holbrook

Joe Holbrook - May 19 at 12:22 AM

“

Mark and Debbie Owens. We are so sorry for your loss.

Debra owens - May 10 at 02:34 PM

“

Ron and Anne Geese are sorry to hear about Craig's death. We always enjoyed his
company. He was an intelligent, curious and wise man. Above all, he was kind. We
send our sympathies to Sharon and his family.

Anne Geese - May 07 at 11:45 AM

“

Sharon,
We are saddened to hear of Craig's passing. He was always so friendly to our family
when gathering with yours. Our hearts go out to you and yours. Betsy and Jeff Smith

Betsy and Jeff Smith - May 04 at 08:12 PM

“

Sharon and family,
I'm so sorry to hear of the passing of your dear Craig. While your conversations with
him will be different going forward he will remain in your hearts as he always
was...and is. Sharon, I felt the love and friendship you shared with Craig whenever
you spoke of him and when I saw the two of you together. May the strength of your
love carry you through this time of loss and bring you peace in the years to come
knowing he will always be there with you.
Peace,
Dwight

Dwight Seeley - May 04 at 02:25 PM

“

My thoughts an prayers are with the Zimmers family.

Alan Reuter - May 03 at 12:53 PM

“

I worked at Montgomery County Clerk of Courts for 23 years and Craig was the Clerk
when I started in 1990, such a well respected man

Linda Longo - May 03 at 09:13 AM

“

Craig was such a wonderful friend. He was so much fun and was always so easy to
be around. I will remember our trips to Seista Key with our girls and hanging with
Sharon at The Cresent Bar. Craig got worried and came to save us. Of course we did
not need saving. I think he just wanted to be included in our mischief.
You will be missed Craig. Love forever. Julie Zalar

julie zalar - May 02 at 01:52 PM

“

Rosemary Burns lit a candle in memory of Craig Zimmers

Rosemary Burns - April 30 at 05:24 PM

