Constance Basch Freundlich
May 12, 1934 - December 22, 2020

Constance Basch Freundlich, loving wife and mother of two children, passed away from
Covid-19 infection at age 86 on Tuesday, December 22, 2020.
Connie, born May 12,1934 to Mel and Doc Basch, came from a long line of women who
cared about other people and was passionate about social justice and community service.
She followed in the footsteps of her grandmother Elizabeth 'Bertie' Freund, a 1900
University of Cincinnati graduate and suffragist, who helped found the League of Women
Voters in Toledo which in turn worked toward gaining the vote for women until the 19th
Amendment was ratified in 1920. Her great aunt Carrie Simon was a founder of the
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. Her mother Maryleone was also involved with
community service.
Connie's family always came first but she spent her spare time helping others and serving
in community service. She had a life-saving ileostomy operation in 1960 which then
started her service in the United Ostomy Association, a national organization that supports
people who have had or will have such as operation and accepted the organizations
highest award for service in 1971. She received many other service awards during her
lifetime, enjoyed temple activities, and was one of the founding families for temple Beth
Shalom in Columbus Ohio.
Connie was an avid reader who enjoyed the company of family and friends. She was a
sweet and kind mother and grandmother but held very strong convictions and wasn't shy
about sharing her opinions. She will be missed but she leaves behind two beautiful
families which she was so very proud. She had a life well lived and her memory is a
blessing.
Constance was born to Lewis and Maryleone (Freund) Basch and preceded in death by
her beloved husband Edward, brother Richard Basch, sister in law Sylvia Basch, brother
in law Jerry Freundlich, sister in law Ruth Rubenstein, and grandson Nathan Douglas
Richeson.

She is survived by Douglas and Cathy (Freundlich) Richeson and Thomas and Sarah
Freundlich, grandchildren Joel and Anna Richeson, Joseph and Courtney Freundlich,
Anna Freundlich, Grace Freundlich and Chris Bierman, and Lillian Freundlich. Great
grandchildren Benjamin and Charlotte Richeson, and Maxine Freundlich. She will also be
greatly missed by her sister in law Mary Freundlich, many nieces and nephews, and many
friends that to her were as close as family.
A private graveside service will be held as well as a celebration of life ceremony to be
announced at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations in Constances's memory can be
made to Captain Nathan Douglas Richeson Memorial Scholarship Fund, Ohio University
Foundation PO Box 869, Athens Ohio 45701 or Dr. Lewis R Basch and Dr Richard L
Basch Memorial Award, The Ohio State University, gifts@osu.edu or Temple Beth Shalom
5089 Johnstown Road, New Albany, Ohio 43054
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER MIDTOWN, 229 East State Street. To share
memories or condolences with the family please go to
www.schoedinger.com.

Cemetery
Green Lawn Cemetery
1000 Greenlawn Avenue
Columbus, OH, 43223

Comments

“

Connie and I became good friends as soon as we met.weworked on the same
committees o the LWV. we both were Goucher girls. and then I volunteered at the
Employment for Seniors. she came to Kensingto Place and we spent more time
together attending movies and plays.She was like a younger sister and is missed.

Doris Plaine - December 29, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

Connie was single-handedly responsible for providing our family with holiday
traditions, from Thanksgiving to Passover, and a role model for matter-of-factly
carrying on despite whatever chaos others were provoking. I am grateful that she
included her brother's kids in the family even when that was not always easy.
Connie Basch

Connie Basch - December 29, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“

I was sad to hear of Connie’s passing but I have wonderful memories of the time I
spent together with Connie, Ed and my dear aunt Marjorie. I am very sad that I did
not spent time with Connie as she was a link to my family. My thoughts go out to
Cathy and Tom.
Skip Loeb

skip loeb - December 26, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

I have always felt so grateful to Connie for being steadily there at Employment for
Seniors... my father got that organization off the ground many, many years ago and it
always needed the kind of assistance and loyalty that Connie offered.
And what's also special is that our parents were friends, her dad was my dentist, her
brother hit tennis balls across the net to me, they all are locked in my memory..
Mary Marcus Buchbinder

mary buchbinder - December 26, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

I am fortunate to have worked closely with Connie when she was Office Manager at
Employment for Seniors. I got to know her well and she spoke so highly of her family.
She was also awarded a Legacy Award honoring her community service and activity
as a Senior Advocate at an EFS breakfast after she retired. I will always have fond
memories of her.

Chuck Jenkins - December 26, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I fondly remember Connie’s hard work and advocacy
as a member of the League Of Wonen Voters of Columbus.

Mathy Dougherty - December 25, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

This is heartbreaking news. Connie was always a joy to be around and she always
let you know what was on her mind! She was very supportive of me during my time
as co-president of Temple Beth Shalom board of trustees. I cherish the trophy she
awarded me at the end of my tenure. May her memory be a blessing

Miriam Siegfried - December 24, 2020 at 04:38 PM

“

Jill Pugh lit a candle in memory of Constance Basch Freundlich

Jill Pugh - December 24, 2020 at 11:25 AM

