Charles A. Orne Jr.
September 28, 1926 - December 29, 2019

Charles A, Orne, age 93, formerly of Reynoldsburg, Ohio passed away on December 29,
2019. Born September 28, 1926 in Needham MA, the son of Charles A Sr. and Ethelyn
Morin Orne. Veteran WW II U.S. Navy, 1951 graduate of MIT and retired from Gilbane
Building Co. following 37 years of service. Besides his parents, he was preceded in death
by his wife of 41 years, Gladys Orne in 2011 and is survived by Wanda Groppler of
Perkinsville, VT and the Nix family, of West Chester, OH. Often referred to as the
“Reynoldsburg walker”, he enjoyed daily walks most often seen going from the bank to the
Post Office to Wendy’s and back to the bank. He was also an uncompromising Patriots fan
and avid race car fan. A Graveside Service will be held 11:30 am Saturday, June 6, 2020
at Glen Rest Memorial Estates, E. Main St, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. The Rev. J, Devin
Rodgers officiating. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Dementia Society
of America. Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share a memory or send condolences to
Charlie’s friends.
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Comments

“

I would be remiss if I did not write a few words – my memories about Charlie Orne.
Charlie dated my cousin, Gladys, who lived in Arlington, for many years before they
married around the age of 50. Their first home was in Needham so that Charlie could
help his elderly mother- a long time resident. His helpful nature extended to Gladys’s
family too. Although they had no children of their own, they enjoyed taking Gladys’s
nieces and nephews to whale watching and sports events. He was their Uncle
Charlie.
Charlie loved his Boston Patriots football team and thought nothing of driving from
Ohio to Foxboro for the games. He took another devoted fan, Ora Cusolito, Gladys’s
sister, who lived in New Hampshire.
When I was young, I would see Charlie at family gatherings. He always had a new,
shiny red Cadillac. An ardent volunteer fireman in Needham, he had several radios
under his dashboard and antennas looping off his car. I was fascinated with what
they might be. He took the time to show and explain what the function was for each
and every one of them.
An MIT graduate in Civil Engineering, Charlie was hired by the prestigious firm
Gilbane, which had offices throughout the country. During the 1970s Charlie
managed the construction of Boston’s tallest building, Hancock Tower, designed by
noted modern architect I.M.Pei. While still under construction, the 500 lb. glass
windows would fall out during high winds. [Watchers could identify a color change
just before the window popped out.] The faulty window design was finally resolved.
Then the tower swayed to a dangerous degree, so interior reinforcing was added to
prevent walls and partitions from cracking in high winds. The building was finally
dedicated in 1976.
When Gladys and Charlie moved to Ohio, I lost track of them. However, I do
remember Charlie driving to Massachusetts for many occasions- especially the
weddings of Gladys’s nieces and nephews. As they grew older, Gladys preferred to
stay at home. but Charlie dutifully drove to attend the weddings, then drove home to
be with her- even if it meant arriving late at night. He did not want to leave her alone.
He worshipped his wife Gladys and took amazing care of her throughout their
married life to the very end. I will remember him as a man of great intelligence,
character, integrity, and always with a ready willingness to help people.
Rest in Peace Charlie Orne.
From Ed and Vivian Samuelian Portner (Paul's sister)
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