Charles B. Higgins
September 6, 1964 - June 26, 2020

Link to Tuesday's Funeral Webcast: https://webcasts.lifetributes.com/1075818
Charles Bernard Higgins, age 55, of Columbus, Ohio, transitioned to his heavenly home
on June 26, 2020. Charles was a former Marine who served in Operations Desert Storm
and Desert Shield. After an honorable discharge from the Marine Corps, he continued to
serve his community and country as a Columbus Police Officer for four years and most
recently as a Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Supervisor. Charles led and
mentored his TSA colleagues with a firm hand, and plenty of smiles and hugs. Charles
enjoyed traveling, fishing, and cooking.
Charles leaves behind family and friends that loved him dearly. He cherished his daughter
Sasha Rae Charlton and granddaughter Layla Gabrielle Chandler. He also leaves behind
his son Aaron Maurice Higgins.
Charles was preceded in death by his mother Sally S. (Davis) Higgins, his brother Steven
B. Higgins and his fiancée Mary J. (Larrick) Jones.
Charles will be greatly missed by his father Calvin Higgins, Sr (Terri); sisters Shelia and
Ciearra Higgins; brother Calvin Higgins, Jr (Diane); nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and his many TSA colleagues.
Funeral services will be held in-person as well as virtually, beginning at 11:00 A.M. on
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 at SCHOEDINGER NORTHEAST CHAPEL, 1051 E. Johnstown
Rd.., Gahanna, Ohio. Due to pandemic related restrictions, the in-person service is
restricted to 25 attendees and the list of attendees has been set by the family. Therefore,
please plan to attend Charles' service by following the virtual link:
https://webcasts.lifetributes.com/1075818. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to
the Susan G. Komen for the Cure at www.komen.org. To share memories or condolences,
please visit www.schoedinger.com.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - July 07, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“
“

So very nice to hear how everyone felt and admired such a kind, strong, loving man.
Susan / TSA - July 07, 2020 at 02:45 PM

my friend Mary Bronner Anchorage,Alaska he shared with marine crew while deployed.I
miss you!
Sara haggin - July 15, 2020 at 11:29 AM

“

Kerene Mohammed
Charles was a true friend, kind and caring, he had a great big heart, I will miss you! You
fought the good fight.
keren mohammed - August 21, 2020 at 09:59 PM

“

Keren Mohammed sent a virtual gift in memory of Charles B. Higgins

keren mohammed - August 21, 2020 at 10:09 PM

“

Charles was my nephew by marriage. Just learned of his passing; so sad to hear of
it. Prayers go out to the family.
Best regards,
Willie Yvonne "Bonnie" Alex
Shreveport, Louisiana

Willie Yvonne "Bonnie" Alex - July 18, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

My daughter True with uncle Charles.... Along with the window AC he bought me
LOL
miss you already

Am'Dey Grace - July 07, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

Charles was a very caring person
When my daughter’s base was being hit with bombs in Iraq, I was a mess.
Charles asked me everyday how I was and how my daughter was.
She came away from it unhurt but I still worried
He was always trying to take my mind off of my worries
Charles was truly a great man with a huge heart
And you always knew he had your back
It’s comforting to know he is back with his sweet Mary
RIH Charles

Michelle Ankrum - July 07, 2020 at 02:23 PM

“

I met Charles thru my twin sisters and he was the most caring person i ever met in
life. Always asking how ya doing ? Is everything ok? It’s sad that i can’t call or tex
him anymore. Rih my dear friend .

jesica farrier - July 07, 2020 at 01:49 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. May Charles RIH. You are in my prayers and thoughts. Jenny
Rayford

Jenny Rayford - July 07, 2020 at 01:10 PM

“

When we all ran Race for the Cure in honor of Mary.

Alicia H - July 07, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

I remember that!

everytime we came around a curve i thought we were done lol, but

nope LOL. But at the end i was glad i did it! Even shaved my hair off in honor in the
beginning of her fight

.... Charles and Mary are together again

Am'Dey - July 07, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

“

I remember that day too! It was such a fun day with Charles and his friends.
Calvin Higgins - July 08, 2020 at 08:17 PM

What can I say that hasn't been said already... he was a mentor, a leader, and a
brother - all in the truest sense of the words. He lived a life of service to his family, his
friends, his country, to his fellow Marines, and his fellow TSA employees. I had the
pleasure of knowing and working for and as a peer with Charles for over 6 years at
TSA. He always had his Officers' backs, and the security interests of the travelling
public in mind. On many of occasions, Charles shared valuable insights/life lessons
with me that made me (and everyone around him) a better human being. He truly put
others before self ALWAYS, and a life of service is a life well-lived and honorable in
the highest sense. While I have since left CMH, I always looked forward to running
into Charles every time I flew threw CMH. To the Higgins family and the TSA CMH
family, my sincerest condolences. You will be missed, Charles, and my heart weeps.
Yet I know you live on in each of us you took the time to mentor, befriend, and love...
that's a legacy. Rest in peace, brother!

Steve Gleditsch - July 07, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

I met Charles through my twin sister Sandrea aka Dre, and after that, he was family. I
remember he came to visit me and my daughter True, and we didn't have air so it
was HOT! Lol. The next thing i know he's walking in with a window ac AND installed
it! My daughter knows Charles as uncle Charles. I could stop by without calling and
him also. I remember one time i called him and said i was gonna bring him lunch...
He was fishing, i tried staying but it was SO BORING LOL, he loved it though. But
from Mary to Charles and everyone I've met at tsa i feel I'm part of that family too,
I've even been to his family's house to eat and was welcomed with opened arms
. If it wasn't for Charles i wouldn't have been able to say goodbye to Mary. He
called us and said this is the last time you'll be able to talk to Mary, come now. It was
late at night but we went. I already miss him! And seeing Calvin made me emotional
because they look so much alike and sound so much alike. Love you Charles

Am'Dey Grace - July 07, 2020 at 12:17 PM

“

I would like to thank the Higgins family for allowing me to attend the virtual service
today. I had no doubt the love Charles had in his heart for others and the words that I
heard today just proved that. Charles was the type of person that I looked forward to
seeing whether at shift change, meetings or outside of work. He had an uncanny
ability to make everyone feel important and loved. He also had the ability to laugh at
my jokes even when I knew a laugh wasn't warranted. I pray that the family and
friends of this great man find comfort and peace. Love, Doug

Douglas Kinney - July 07, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

I couldn’t be more proud to have his middle name and his love throughout my life.
Uncle Charles was one of a kind and I know that he will continue to mentor and
watch over all of his loved ones from above. You will be missed more than you could
have imagined, I love you. Rest In Peace.

Paul B Brown - July 07, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

The coolest, sweetest, most patient godfather anyone could ask for. He never forgot
a milestone and always showed up. His love was never in question. The shock and
grief is only made better because of how many people he loved and how many days
he made brighter. He was a gem, and we are all better for knowing Charles Higgins.

Chelsea Brown - July 07, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

Rest in heaven Charles! You will never be forgotten! The virtual funeral was a great
tribute to him!

John Pinna - July 07, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

Charles “Higgybear” - First thank you for always being there for me and being an
amazing friend and mentor to me at TSA. You know when to be harsh but I also
knew you had a soft spot for your favorite “soccer mom”. I would not have made it to
where I was without you. I miss our pot lucks and I can’t express how sad I am that
we never made it to our lunch date a few days ago. RIP Charles and hold your loved
ones tight in heaven - save me a seat at the table.

Lisa - July 07, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

Charles was one of a kind! In all the eight years I knew him I don’t think I ever saw
him mad or angry. He used those moments when he could’ve been mad or upset at
me (for doing something stupid as a new officer) as a teaching moment. He was one
of the two men that put my Lead Officer shoulder bars on when I got my promotion. I
loved that man and I will forever miss him. Rest easy my Brother, we’ll see each
other again in Heaven!

Carl Roush - July 07, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Charles was such a great friend and co worker. He’ll be truly missed. Charles always
smiled and found the good in everything. RIP Charles.

India Stephens - July 07, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

Sandra K Farley sent a virtual gift in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Sandra K Farley - July 06, 2020 at 11:27 PM

“

Charles always greeted me with a big cushy hug. I just know I will miss this man for a
very long time. He was loved by so many people. Rest now my friend...

Terri Donelli - July 06, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Schoedinger Funeral Service - July 06, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

Charles was a very special person, lovable, thoughtful, sincere, funny human being and I
will miss him so much, his an angel looking over all of us. My thoughts and prayers are with
his family.
Monica - July 07, 2020 at 08:52 AM

“

Rest in peace Charles. We'll take care of your sweet Sasha and Layla. They loved you so
much.
Felicia Reid - July 07, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

I love the video. Thank you Schoedinger team for putting this wonderful video together for
the Higgins Family.
Calvin Higgins - July 08, 2020 at 08:22 PM

“

Charles Higgins one each. Was a great leader and friend. Someone you knew you
could talk to about almost anything. Very seldom was he lacking advice but he was
never lacking encouragement. Just talking him about my grass not growing right was
enjoyable. I will miss talking and laughing him, and trading stories and listening to his
well reasoned opinions.

Arik Wilson - July 06, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

I love this picture of his team!! Go baggage PM, you guys rocked it!!!
Terri Donelli - July 07, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Charles, Thank you for being a great coworker, mentor and most importantly, a
caring friend. You have touched many lives and your smile and laugh will be deeply
missed.
Rest In Eternal Peace my friend.

Wendy Becker - July 06, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

Charles was a good man with a great laugh. Even on the most stressful of days I
would make it a goal to make him laugh so hard he would have to walk away to
compose himself. It always made the day go. Whenever I traveled back home I
would make it a point to see him on the checkpoints and we would both just
immediately start laughing. So many good memories. Charles is such a strong spirit
who taught me so much about hands on leadership and leading front the front.
Please say hi to Mary for me. God rest your soul my friend.

Josh - July 05, 2020 at 09:31 PM

“

Charles was a good friend and a July 2002 classmate. He was a model employee,
hard working, and always went above and beyond. I admired his tact and candor
towards others. He was always friendly towards people and good company to have
around. Now 18 years at TSA have gone by and I look back at all the incredible
challenges that we faced. The many accomplishments and people I enjoyed working
next to will never be forgotten. Now Charles has left us to the Lord, His service will
always be remembered. We will face many more challenges ahead in our lives. The
strength of others will always carry on within us. May Charles Rest In Peace and his
family find comfort through these times.

Jeremy VanSickle
“Beginnings are Forever”
TSO/ CMH CLASS 07/21/02
CHARLOTTE-DOUGLAS AIRPORT

Jeremy VanSickle - July 05, 2020 at 12:31 AM

“

Danielle Nicol lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Danielle Nicol - July 04, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

When we were kids me and Charles use to like bugs especially primantis and hold a
magnifying glass on theM in hot sun .. yeah! it was gory , we was special in that
aspect. He like wierd bugs .

Denise Edwards - July 04, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“

Charles I’m going to miss you dearly! You were such a true example of a Man,
Father and papa rest easy Higgins

Stacy Charlton - July 04, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Michele Leonard lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Michele Leonard - July 04, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

Charles was my mentor at TSA. He taught me a lot and always treated me with
respect. He always had a joke ready or knew how to make you smile when things
didn't seem too great. I am thankful for the time we had together on this earth. RIP
my friend.

Cole Fredenburgh - July 03, 2020 at 09:49 AM

“

I will always miss Charles asking me to pull his finger. You all know what I am talking
about. He was always ready to make me laugh or hear something so he could laugh,
either way ending up in laughter for everyone. Keep the laughter coming up there
Charles!

Alicia - July 03, 2020 at 07:48 AM

“

Michael Garrison lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Michael Garrison - July 03, 2020 at 02:01 AM

“

Charles was a tremendous friend and coworker. We were together on the floor the
morning we took over CMH in 2002. Charles worked for me, with me and along side
me for 18 years. He had the warmest smile and genuine caring for his friends and
family. Charles commanded a room when he entered. If he had one flaw, he couldn't
remember some people's names after they were out of TSA for awhile. He
remembered everything about them except their name. He would call or text me out
of the blue once or twice a month and ask me if I could remember someone. He
would tell me a story or describe the person, I can't remember events but once he
reminded me I knew the person and their name. We laughed and told other stories of
past friends. I will forever cherish the times I was able to reminisce and laugh with
Charles. He was more than a friend and coworker, he was my brother in arms. I hope
Charles is reunited with Mary and that some day we can once again laugh and tell
tales of days gone by. Love you Devil Dog, I will miss you forever. Chris Brickey

Chris Brickey - July 03, 2020 at 12:39 AM

“

Charles was like a brother to me and my family. He was there with us through the
good and the bad even helping us grieve our son. One of the greatest men I have
ever met, supervisor, mentor, brother. We love you Charles, give Mary hugs and
have a blast with Raven like you used to. Love Jaime, Jason, and Cirri

Jaime Cook - July 02, 2020 at 10:52 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Diane Patricia - July 02, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

The Higgins men celebrating their Birthday
“Our Higgins Home”
Terri Burke-Higgins - July 05, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Diane Patricia - July 02, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Diane Patricia - July 02, 2020 at 10:24 PM

at

“

Love's Tapestry was purchased for the family of Charles B. Higgins.

July 02, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

Stephanie Murray lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

stephanie Murray - July 02, 2020 at 08:52 PM

“

Good man, good supervisor, good friend. Always will be remembered. You knew
everyone's name, you made everyone feel like they mattered. I will never forget your
selflessness, you were a true caring heart. I can't imagine life without you. The world
was a better place with you in it. My love and positive thoughts to your family during
this time. Rest in peace, dear friend.

Kati Cargill - July 02, 2020 at 08:33 PM

“

Felicia Reid lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Felicia Reid - July 02, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

Rest in peace Charles. Sasha is heartbroken over your loss. She and Layla loved you
dearly. We'll do our best to comfort Sasha in the days and years to come. I give thanks for
the bond you and she shared during your time here on earth. May you rest in Christ.
Felicia Reid - July 02, 2020 at 08:28 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Charles B. Higgins.

July 02, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

Margaret Brown lit a candle in memory of Charles B. Higgins

Margaret Brown - July 02, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Margaret Brown purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Charles B. Higgins.

Margaret Brown - July 02, 2020 at 05:53 PM

“

Mr. Charles! Rest Peacefully Sir Turkduken will live forever in our house because of
YOU
Hug’s ~ Your Buddy Terri

Terri Burke-Higgins - July 02, 2020 at 04:49 PM

