Catherine Fenderson
January 5, 1936 - January 17, 2021

Catherine "Kitty Jo" Johanna Leonard Fenderson passed away peacefully at her home in
Dublin with her daughters and beloved standard poodle Lucy by her side, on January 17,
2021. Predeceased by husband, Rex; parents Mary and Stanley Leonard; sister, Libby
Ferguson; infant twin brothers Phillip and Pharon; and dogs Scottie and Lindy. Survived by
daughters Mary Hotchkiss (John), Susan Russell (Chris), and Betsy Collier (Chuck); 4
grandchildren Andrew and Luke Hotchkiss, Abby and Kacey Collier; sister-in-law Mary
Wallace; and other family members. Born January 5, 1936 in Pittsburgh PA, Kitty Jo grew
up in the Friendship/East Liberty neighborhood. She went to Peabody High School where
she was a National Honor Society member and received the Superior Leadership Medal,
an award given to the senior who receives the highest rating for outstanding qualities in
every field. She graduated from The Ohio State University in 1958 with a Bachelor of Arts
in journalism. She was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta sorority, the business manager
for The Lantern, and a member of the journalism honorary fraternity Theta Sigma Phi.
Kitty Jo worked in advertising for Horne's Department Store before she married the love of
her life Rex Fenderson Jr. in 1960. Kitty and Rex lived in Rocky River, OH for twenty-four
years. In 1986 they moved to Worthington where she lived until 2016 when she moved to
Dublin to be closer to family. Kitty Jo was a devoted wife and mother who gave her all to
her family. She coexisted with dust bunnies in favor of family, friends, and community.
Member of York Golf Club where she formed strong friendships and hit a hole in one. She
was an avid golfer, card player (bridge and spit), gardener, reader, and traveler. A few of
her favorite things: ice cream, the color blue, newspapers, the beach, watching tennis,
sitting on the porch, birds, and last, but not least, elephants. Favorite Question: Do you
have any travel plans? Family will have a Celebration of Life gathering in the spring or
summer when warm and safe. Contributions may be made to the Salvation Army of
Central Ohio, http://www.easternusa.salvationarmy.org/southwest-ohio/central-ohio/ , the I
schemic Stroke Research Fund at http://www.osu.edu/giving/ (fund #315835), or the Ohio
Wildlife Center, http://www.ohiowildlifecenter.org/ , in her memory. Condolences may be se
nt to the family at http://www.Schoedinger.com . "It's a beautiful sunny day, sunbeams glan
cing off the leaves sashaying in the breeze. All the world is reveling in the breezy, sunny d
ay." By Kitty Jo, May 2, 2020

Events
JUN
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Celebration of Life Reception01:00PM - 04:00PM
Schoedinger Dublin
5980 Perimeter Drive, Dublin, OH, US, 43017

Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Catherine Fenderson.

June 12 at 08:45 AM

“

My Aunt Kitty Jo was always so full of life. Whenever we visited to spend summers
with my Grandpa Rex, "Dan," my cousin Betsy and David and I would run night and
day collecting lightening bugs in cool whip containers and any jar Aunt Kitty Jo could
find. She let us do practically, anything! It was always so fun to visit. Her wrap-around
skirts and infectious laugh will stay with me forever. I have wonderful memories of
hot, sweaty nights and wonderful days exploring climbing down the steep cliff to find
"sea glass" - ok, I know it's not the sea, but it was amazing. I remember spending
multiple nights on the screened-in-porches at their house or Dan's and just listening
to stories and memories. Aunt Kitty Jo, you will be missed, thank you for sharing your
laughter and smile with me.

Susan Lee - February 03 at 09:42 PM

“

Remembering a loyal/loving friend and 25 years of playing in a Lady’s Bridge group
together. Our emphasis seemed to be Social, Luncheon, and Bridge in that order. I
guess that would be natural, as we grew to know each other so well, and had a lot to
share. Kitty was always keenly interested in what was happening with me. I consider
that a “True Friend”. I’m sure you all know how special Kitty was, and you’ll have
many special memories to rely on. Sending my warmest regards, Dorothy Argenta

Dorothy Argenta - January 29 at 11:13 AM

