Carla Simmons
August 2, 1967 - March 27, 2021

On Saturday March 27, 2021 Carla Lee Simmons of Westerville, OH passed away at the
age of 53 with the love of her life by her side at St Ann's Hospital.
Carla was born on August 2, 1967 in Morgantown, West Virginia to the late Gene Jackson
and Patsy (Tongate) Simmons.
She graduated from Morgantown High School in 1985 and Ohio University in 1989 with a
BBA in Marketing. Carla's professional career begin with the Eddie Bauer and Bombay
companies. After moving back to Columbus, she began working with JP Morgan Chase
where she has been for 22 years, most recently as an Associate Program Manager.
Carla never met a stranger and was always willing to help others or share a kind gesture.
She much preferred to be on the giving end of gifts. There are so many stories of her
extensive knowledge and sense of humor. She was very skilled in the culinary arts and
excelled with her baking. She frequently gifted her family, friends, and co-workers with
exquisite boxes of her baked goods. Carla enjoyed being an avid collector, caring for her
beloved cats and traveling.
Carla is survived by her partner of 23-years Karen Garrison; her older sisters Lisa
Simmons of Morgantown, WV and Molly (Paul) Willis of Newfields, NH; her uncle, John
Tongate of Austin, TX; nephews, Aidan Willis of Las Vegas, NV and Owen Willis of
Newfields, NH; and her Lifelong friend Mark Sanders of Morgantown, WV; and many close
friends and coworkers.
At the request of the family there will be no visitation or formal funeral services. There will
be a celebration of life for Carla planned for a later date. In lieu of flowers if you would like
to make a remembrance donation in Carla's honor those can be directed to the Humane
Society of Columbus 3015 Scioto Darby Executive Ct, Hilliard OH 43026 or Noah's Ark
Animal Shelter PO Box 405 Gainesville, TX 76241.

In a final unselfish gesture Carla's wishes were to be an organ donor which was handled
by Lifeline of Ohio. She will remain our hero by helping to save other's lives.

Comments

“

Karen - I'm so sorry for your loss. Carla was always telling stories about the
adventures you two were up to. I was hoping (until the pandemic hit) I'd get to meet
you soon at one of Carla's famous dinner parties. Carla was a joy to work with and a
great friend. She was always full of great stories and the best advice. We will dearly
miss her.

Rachel Hoffman Kobosky - April 08 at 11:12 AM

“

Chandler Nowicki lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

chandler nowicki - April 07 at 01:35 PM

“

My Dearest friend. I am at an absolute loss! Loss of words and loss of all my heart.
You were the light of my life! I will be so lost without you. Your love, wisdom,
compassion, generosity, and unrivaled friendship. Forty-two years and I didn't get to
say goodbye.
Oh! Lord! ...my heart aches!!!
I will see you again... And we will do all the goofy fun things we always did and new
we had each other's love to the end.
For now, I still reach out to my phone to text you fun things, pics and just to say hi
and I love you. I hear your voice in every turn and thought I make. You will always be
a part, the BEST part, of my life!
I love you, and I testify this in the name of Jesus Christ, from the bottom of my heart.
Amen

Mark Sanders - April 04 at 08:28 AM

“

Carla was one of the kindest and most sincere people I've ever met. Her light will be
truly missed. Karen, in just about every conversation I can remember with Carla, she
spoke of you. You were always on her mind. My heart felt condolences go out to you
and the rest of the family.

Dishell Johnson-Grant - March 31 at 09:44 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you Karen. I was just speaking of you and Carla
recently and about how much I missed you two as neighbors and friends. Carla was
so witty and fun. May God give you strength and comfort.

Denise Gilchrist - March 31 at 08:28 PM

“

Hi Karen, Carla loved you more than you know. We will miss her so very much. You
have my deepest sympathy.

Bobbie Wines - March 31 at 10:36 AM

“

Carla was someone I could always reach out to if I ever needed anything. When I
was a lonely stressed young mother following my toddler around in the cul-de-sac
she would keep me company with some of the best conversations filled with laughter,
insight, shoe shopping tips, and support. When I was a new business owner, she
promoted our business and encouraged me to push through the early struggles. As a
still terrible cook, who never has the right ingredients, she always has an open door
for one of my children to run down with a cup or tablespoon. She will be greatly
missed by myself and my family.
Karen you are our family's thoughts and prayers. We are always here if you ever
need anything at all.

Laura Hammer - March 31 at 10:01 AM

“

Carla was such a neat person. Her smile was contagious and always loved her
stories and baking advice. Thinking of you all during this time.
May Angels lead you in...Bethany Soler

Bethany Soler - March 31 at 08:28 AM

“

I'm so saddened to hear this news. Carla always had an amazing smile. She was
smart as a whip and always understood and matched my sarcasm. As a co-worker
she was a great partner, as a friend even better. I will miss our 2 minute work
conversations that turned into a 20 minute personal chat. Karen, I'm sending you my
deepest condolences. May all that loved her find some comfort in the many fond
memories of her.

Tonya Petrides - March 31 at 06:09 AM

“

Teressa Shivers-Mazzei lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

Teressa Shivers-Mazzei - March 30 at 11:07 PM

“

When I had to get three character references for Carla and Karen (without even ever
meeting them) in order to meet their friend; I knew I would be in great company. It
has been years since I have seen Carla but, when we texted here and there Carla
always felt like home to me. From OSU woman basketball games to shopping on
your dining room table and sharing a meal of ham loaf, I always loved being in your
presence. You will be missed beyond measure. Rest In Peace my friend. You will
never be forgotten. Karen, my condolences and love go out to you. Sending a great
big hug your way, which would make Carla smile.

Teressa Shivers-Mazzei - March 30 at 11:04 PM

“

Melissa Kazarian lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

Melissa Kazarian - March 30 at 09:48 PM

“

I’ll be forever grateful to Carla for all the love, kindness and care she shared with
Aidan & Owen as they were growing up as children to the young men they are today.
You could always have an interesting and honest conversation with Carla and her
sense of humor always struck me that she was a little bit British and good for a
laugh. I will miss Carla dearly, my fellow collector, but she will always be with our
family in spirit. Life is very unfair at times and while the world lost a wonderful person
in Carla, she’ll always be with us. Thoughts & Prayers are with Karen, Molly & Lisa.
xo

Paul Willis - March 30 at 07:20 PM

“

Karen, thinking of you at this difficult time.
Laura Beardsley and Damian Desch

Laura Beardsley - March 30 at 07:01 PM

“

Lisa,
We are so sorry for the loss of your sister. Please know that you are in our prayers
and thoughts during this time.
Jill and Kenny Moore

Jill Moore - March 30 at 06:38 PM

“

Shelley Thievin lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

Shelley Thievin - March 30 at 06:25 PM

“

The world lost a bright light and Heaven gained a new star.
Shelley Thievin - March 30 at 06:46 PM

“

BK Buchanan lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

BK Buchanan - March 30 at 06:18 PM

“

Most recently I'm grateful that when I was home for Christmas, Carla helped me
bake my very first loaf of bread. I will treasure that memory forever. I'm also eternally
grateful that Coleman got to meet you. Carla, you will be missed. Love, Diana

Diana Garrison - March 30 at 03:29 PM

“

Karen Harding lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

Karen Harding - March 30 at 03:11 PM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Carla Simmons

Robert Rumberg - March 30 at 12:44 PM

