Carl Lee Tilley
November 19, 1944 - November 20, 2020

Carl Lee Tilley born November 19, 1944 went to join his heavenly father and wife Brenda
on November 20, 2020. Carl was a dedicated husband, father, grandfather, and friend.
After a short battle with cancer, he passed away peacefully surrounded by his loving
family in Gahanna, Ohio.
Carl was the son of the late John Tilley and Martha (Sauls) Tilley but was raised by his
loving Aunt Margaret Bivens (Sauls) in Columbus, Ohio.
Carl went on to enlist in the United States Navy in 1963, serving aboard the USS ShangriLa during the Cuban Missile Blockade and was in the Mediterranean during the Vietnam
War. He later chose to be stationed in San Diego, California to be close to the love of his
life, Brenda (Wolford) Tilley; they married in 1966 in Burbank, California. Carl left the
United States Navy in 1967 with an Honorable Discharge. Thereafter, he and his new
bride moved back to Columbus, Ohio in 1968.
Carl and Brenda raised three wonderful children in Gahanna, Ohio; Vanessa (Tim)
Roberts of Somerset, Ohio, Anita (Chris Miller) Pryor of Whitehall, Ohio, and Mike
(Rachel) Tilley of Gahanna, Ohio. Carl leaves behind his siblings Georgia (Frank) Stover,
Bonnie (Larry) Quinn, George (Linda) Tilley, and Drew (Jewell) Tilley. He will be missed by
his grandchildren Alexander Nettles, Draven Tilley, and Chloe Tilley and his great
granddaughter Avery Nettles as well as his extended family Olivia, Logan, and Timothy
Baughman. He also cared deeply for his many nieces and nephews, other family, and
many close friends.
Carl made a living and supported his family by taking on contracting work. In his spare
time, he deeply enjoyed hunting, fishing, and painting. He also believed in giving back to
those in need and in 2013 began collecting toys for Mac’s Toy Drive in Beckley, West
Virginia; driving several truckloads full of toys down each year to ensure that
underprivileged children could have a Christmas.

Calling hours will be held at Schoedinger Northeast Funeral Home, 1051 E Johnstown
Road, Gahanna, Ohio 43230 on Sunday November 29, 2020 from 1pm-3pm. In
compliance with Social Distancing guidelines, masks will be required for all attendees.
Attendance levels will be monitored inside the visitation room. Carl's funeral service will be
held at 11am on Monday, November 30, 2020 followed by interment at Mifflin Township
Cemetery. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, attendance to the funeral service will be limited
to family only- for those wishing to be present in spirit, a webcast will be available shortly
before the funeral service begins, and can be found on his tribute wall.

Events
NOV
29

Visitation

01:00PM - 03:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northeast
1051 E Johnstown Rd, Gahanna, OH, US, 43230

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 30, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

I clicked on fb to see what Carl was up to. I haven't had much time since the end of
July this year, when my daughter became critically ill; and I have not had many
peaceful moments since. Imagine my horror when I found that my good friend &
genealogy friend had gone to his peaceful home. I knew he had cancer, but had no
idea he was so ill. We found out that we are cousins, I too was from the same Tilley
side that he was. He helped me a lot, put some of the parts together. I just sit her
numb thinking how much I will miss him. He was funny, loved his family and a great
friend. my prayers go out to his family. He was a good man put his all into whatever
he did. I am sad today and forever will smile when I remember him. Sharen Tilley
Chamber, Slab Fork, WV.

sharen chambers - January 09 at 04:10 PM

“

I have loved Carl as a father and grandfather. His heart is one of two of the best
gentlemen I have ever had the pleasure to know. His quirky, funny silly Tilley ways
are why his family is the biggest part of my life. He is kind, generous, sweet, funny,
caring man I have looked up to for about 28 years. He was a fabulous father. A one
of a kind Grandfather. Loved my son, Draven. He was a proud man. I am blessed to
have had him as a part of my life. My heart and hugs go out to the children and
grandchildren. I am sure Carl made it to heaven and Brenda was waiting for him,
watching Ohio State Football, and smiling. Together forever watching over is all. I
love you Papa Tilley. You will forever be in my heart.

Karrie Edwards - December 10, 2020 at 08:34 AM

“

Dear sweet cousin I wish we could have found each other sooner, I enjoyed the talks
we had after we found out we were cousins, This breaks my heart, But u left an ever
lasting memory behind, and im glad we had the the time we had, RIP cousin we will
meet again someday,
Mary Taylor

Mary Taylor - November 30, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

Muriel Stafford lit a candle in memory of Carl Lee Tilley

Muriel Stafford - November 30, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

I've known Carl for roughly 10 years, my daughter Rachel is married to his son Mike.
Carl was quite the character who loved to joke and tease. He had a big heart and I
always admired what he did for the needy children in West Virginia, I remember this
time of year he would sometimes make 2 or more trips to donate toys to children that
otherwise didn't have a Christmas. When I lived in Gahanna he more then once
came over to fix a couple things that only a handy man can do. My car broke down
once and he took me to the grocery store. Also gave my youngest daughter stuffed
animals and was always concerned about her well being,( she has severe autism).
But he treated my 3 older Grandchildren like his own and that meant a lot. And his
youngest grandchild Chloe was his pride and joy, he loved having her over and
taking her to parks or McDonald's. She had everything she could ever wish for in his
backyard, motorized car,swing, sandbox, swimming pool..not that he spoiled her.
she'll have lifelong memories of her Grandpa Tilley as so many of us will. RIP Carl

Mary Wells - November 29, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

How could we ever give Carl the Tribute he deserves in such a small space. It would
take pages to give him the Tribute he deserves. We have lived across the street from
the Tilley home for 35 years, and there were very few '"dull moments " with him as
our neighbor. He and Larry shared many similarities including being Viet Nam Navy
veterans, and just one year apart in their age. I used to love looking out our front
window and watching them leaning up against our car, and talking and talking and
talking---Carl had a lot to say about almost anything you could think of! He definitely
put to use the gifts that God gave him; building, fixing, collecting, being SO creative--he was always busy doing something. When the kids were young and we had a big
snow,there were lots of snowmen around the neighborhood. But in Carl's front yard
there was an impressive snow dragon! He even used green food coloring to color his
masterpiece. One of his & Larry's creative "masterpieces" was a ghost that would
float back & forth across the street between his house and ours on Trick or Treat
night. They put a green glow stick in it, and it actually caused a long line of cars
trying to figure out how it was doing that! He & Larry really loved Halloween! He had
Ghost Busters blasting on speakers, which played for 2 hours, and we had that song
stuck in our heads for days! Parents who were once the trick or treaters themselves
are now bringing their kids to our house for trick or treat, still talk about "the two
BEST houses"! Carl loved to play tricks too. I had a Frosty the Snowman figure out
by our front door at Christmas one year, and when I walked out to get the morning
paper, there were empty beer cans laying on the ground, & one in Frosty's hand. I
always wondered if he was watching me, as I laughed & shook my head. Carl loved
deeply, and his family was the most important thing in the world to him. God made
him a good man, brimming full of gifts, that he used, and now God is gaining that
good man. Heaven's gain is our loss. We loved Carl, and we will ALWAYS ALWAYS
miss him. Our neighborhood will NEVER be the same.
Judy and Larry Jarvis

Judy Jarvis - November 28, 2020 at 06:20 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Carl Lee Tilley.

November 27, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Carl Lee Tilley.

November 27, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Stacy Lawless Gibson & family purchased the Serene Reflections Bouquet for the
family of Carl Lee Tilley.

Stacy Lawless Gibson & family - November 27, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

In Beckley WV, Carl was known as the SANTA from Ohio. What a giving MAN He
was.

Pete Torrico II - November 27, 2020 at 08:31 AM

