Brenda Bowers
October 17, 1964 - March 15, 2020

Brenda Kay Bowers passed away peacefully at her home in Canal Winchester, OH on
Sunday, March 15, 2020 after her battle with cancer. She was born on October 17, in
Lima, Ohio. Brenda is survived by her wife, Susan Jenkins, her devoted partner of over 28
years. She is also survived by her mother, Carol (McMichael) Bowers of Lima, Ohio;
sisters Beverly Graham of Tampa, Florida; and Nancy (Brad) Sherrick of Elida, Ohio;
nieces and nephews - Heather (Kyle) Pitzer; Heath Sherrick; Olivia, Kate, Joel and
Meredith Teleha, Phoebe Magruder, Sabine and Nico Reynolds; great-nieces Ella and
Anna Pitzer. Brenda was preceded in death by her father Robert Bowers.
Brenda received her B.A. degree from Ohio Northern University in 1987 and a Juris
Doctorate from The Michael E. Moritz College of Law at The Ohio State University in
1990. Brenda was a passionate and dedicated attorney serving Of Counsel for the law
firm of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP since 2003, she was recently appointed to
the Bankruptcy Trustee Panel for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division - a
tremendous honor. She clerked for the Honorable Donald E. Calhoun, Jr. for the United
States Bankruptcy Court, the Southern District of Ohio from 2000 -2003; and was
previously with the law firm of Strip, Fargo, Schulman and Hoppers.
Brenda was especially proud of her athletic career at Ohio Northern University and
maintained life-long friendships with many of her coaches and teammates. She was
inducted into the Ohio Northern Athletic Hall of Fame in 2003. Brenda served as a
member of the Ohio State University Advocates and supported both of her Alma Maters in
many other capacities. As a member of King Avenue United Methodist Church, Columbus
OH, she served as Chair of the King Avenue UMC Trustees from 2016 until her death and
demonstrated uncommon dedication, attention to detail, and love for her church. In
addition, she led workshops for local church trustees that were deeply appreciated as both
educational and surprisingly entertaining through the West Ohio Conference UMC annual
Legal Forum. Brenda was a long-time and long-suffering season ticket holder of the
Cleveland Browns and Ohio State Women's Basketball teams. She also enjoyed spending
time with family and friends at her Lake Erie cottage and working in her yard.

A very special thanks to The James Cancer Hospital and Capitol City Hospice for their
professionalism, compassion, and care. Due to the current health restrictions a celebration
of Brenda's life will be held at King Avenue United Methodist Church at a later date;
please continue to check here for updates on service times as they are planned. In lieu of
flowers, the family has requested that gifts can be made in Brenda's memory to the King
Avenue UMC Building Fund.

Comments

“

We have lost a good one when this gal became an angel. She now watches over all
of us. Who could ask for a better watch guard than Brenda? She was small, but
mighty. Another word for her would be tough, that especially applies to athletics and
her battle with cancer.
Remember Susan, she watches over you

Bob and Nancy Frost - March 22 at 11:38 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Susan and family of Brenda Bowers.

Angela Finney - March 22 at 10:33 AM

“

All of my love to you Susan and the entire family on Brenda's transition. No words
can truly console; just know we are here thinking of you, sending you strength,
courage, energy and most of all love. Brenda fought so hard. Love, Jeff Hall (and
Rick and Ozzy)

Jeff Hall - March 21 at 07:56 PM

“

“

Jeff, Thank you so much.
Susan - March 21 at 09:51 PM

To Brenda's family and friends.
I didn't know Brenda well, but like Brenda I received my undergrad degree from ONU
and while at ONU I was a member of an intercollegiate athletic team. I practiced law
for many years doing bankruptcy related work (I first met Brenda when she was at
the Strip Fargo Hoppers firm) and, like Brenda I am a life-long member of the United
Methodist Church.
I remember reaching out to Brenda when she joined the Vorys firm and being so
pleased for her and her career move.
Brenda and her many talents made the world a better place for all of us.
My thoughts and prayers go out to all of you.
Mark Palmer

Mark Palmer - March 21 at 09:28 AM

“

Mark, Thank you for your kind words. Brenda truly loved ONU and being an attorney. SUS
AS N
Susan - March 21 at 09:53 PM

“

Saddened to hear of Brenda’s passing. She made so many wonderful contributions
to this world but had so much more to give. Her devotion to my ONU team and
players was unmatched. She handled the tasks of multiple people easily and always
with humor. She will be missed by many who loved her. To her Mom, wife and ONU
family, we’ll always keep her in our hearts. We can’t fill the hole she leaves. RIP B2.
Sheila Wallace Kovalchik

sheila wallace kovalchik - March 20 at 01:19 PM

“

Shiela... Brenda so loved being Polar Bear! She cherished her coaches and teammates so.
I enjoyed hearing her stories of the fun and wins you all had. Thank you for being so
important to her. Susan
Susan - March 21 at 09:59 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of such an incredible person. Brenda was gifted
beyond belief and supportive to all of her friends. My thoughts and prayers are with
you as you cope with this loss. So many great memories she gave all of us who had
the pleasure of playing and working with her. RIP friend.

Lori Kane - March 20 at 11:44 AM

“

Rest in peace B-squared. I will always remember her witt, kind heart, and the effort she put
into everything she did. God Bless you Brenda.
Wendy Keplinger Cromer - March 20 at 01:37 PM

“

I had the opportunity to work with Brenda on several cases and she never let me down.
She was a good attorney and a good person as well as the spark plug of the softball team.
I was privileged to meet her parents and send condolences to the family.
John Z. Fargo
John Fargo - March 20 at 02:03 PM

“

So sad to hear of Brenda’s passing. I have so many fond memories of our long night chats
in school. She was always a strong yet calming voice. Such a strong woman. You will
missed. RIP B2
Sharon - March 20 at 03:21 PM

“

Saddened by the news of Brenda's passing. I will always remember Brenda as the one who
grounded me in college. I always knew I could count on her. She was a person who, when
she made a promise, she would keep it - a person of her word. Unfortunately, I lost touch

with her after ONU, but it sounds like she made the most of the life that she had. God bless
you B2!
Kathy (Anderson) Clark - March 21 at 09:11 AM

“

To Brenda's family. We are so sorry about the passing of your daughter and sister.
Our prayers r with u.
Love u tom and mary coolidge

Tom coolidge - March 20 at 11:23 AM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of Brenda. I have so many great memories of her
during our time at ONU. Such a fierce competitor, but the sweetest person.

Jacque Strahley - March 20 at 11:21 AM

“

Jenny Garrett sent a virtual gift in memory of Brenda Bowers

Jenny Garrett - March 19 at 03:17 PM

“

Susan, I was saddened to see Brenda has had to continue her journey. I know your faith
will help you in your lonely moments to remember she is not gone; just moving forward. It is
but temporary and you will see her again. Until then I know the love you shared for each
other will allow you to keep tuned in when you have those still small moments and even in
the loud noisey cheerful ones you will be able to feel her presence still watching over you
and sending you comfort, guidance, and love. May your heart be filled with joy and love as
you see how many people love and care for you both. Lean on us all as long as needed.
God bless you, Heather, and all of the family I know you will miss her until you meet again.
Make her proud and continue to celebrate her life as you live yours. Hugs. Jenny
Jenny Garrett - March 19 at 03:29 PM

“

Lori Wharton lit a candle in memory of Brenda Bowers

Lori Wharton - March 19 at 02:16 PM

“

I'm so very sorry to hear that Brenda has passed. She was a funny and kind woman, and a
damned fine attorney. Peace and Prayers to you, Guido, and to your family and friends.
The Polar Bears weep.
Lori Wharton - March 19 at 02:18 PM

“

Lydia Stroul lit a candle in memory of Brenda Bowers

Lydia Stroul - March 18 at 05:06 PM

