Dr. Bobby Dale VanStavern
October 27, 1929 - February 21, 2020

UPDATE: MEMORIAL DELAYED. Out of caution and respect for our family, friends, and
church, the planned Memorial Service at Indianola Presbyterian Church has been
postponed until a later date. (The new date, when known, will be posted here and in the
local newspaper)
Dr. B.D. "Bobby" VanStavern died February 21, 2020 at age 90 in Riverside Hospital,
Columbus, OH. A celebration of his life will be held at Indianola Presbyterian Church,
1970 Waldeck Ave. Columbus, Ohio 43201, on April 4 at 11 A.M., with a visiting hour at 10
A.M. with the Reverend Edwin Brinklow, M.Div. officiating. A private family interment is
planned at the Columbarium at Worthington Presbyterian Church.
The Early Years: Farm Life, Loss, and Resilience
Bob was born on October 27, 1929, in Dorr, West Virginia, to Eva Virginia and Clyde
Wellington VanStavern, and was the second of five children. After a childhood filled with
farms, work, and some hardship-his mother died at the birth of his twin brothers, he and
his siblings were raised by different relatives. He grew up farm smart and book smart,
learning on his grandfather's farm and in a one-room schoolhouse. He remembered
walking with his classmates to hear a famous speech at the only nearby farm with a radio
to hear the U.S. declaring its entrance into World War II. From this world, he grew his
resolve, humility, wit, and the empathy, curiosity and resilience that were hallmarks of this
man.
Bob would later attend Union High School, where he would ride an early bus to school and
often do his homework in the bleachers before class, and met many lifelong friends,
including a girl he double dated with (Sue was dating his best friend), and who would later
become his wife.
Education and Marrying the Love of his Life
After following a friend to West Virginia State University at Morgantown with just $70 in his

pocket and a desire to learn, Bob went on to study Animal Husbandry (graduating in 1952)
and to join ROTC, where he joined the Air Force and eventually became a Captain. During
this time, he reunited with a high school friend, Anna Sue Brown, whom he married in
1953. In their wedding pictures, he wears his military uniform because his brother Jack
needed to borrow his suit to be in the wedding. And for the wedding, he called his best
friend Jack, Sue's ex-boyfriend, to say, "Sorry I stole your girl. Will you be my best man?"
And he was.
Education, a New Home, and Family
After his active duty, Bob enrolled in graduate school at Ohio State University, and earned
his Ph.D. in Animal Science in 1960 (when he graduated, his professor said, "Tell Sue
she's earned her Ph. T., Putting Hubby Through.") For 28 years, Bob was a Professor of
Meat Science and Cooperative Extension Agent at Ohio State University, and served in
various roles at Indianola Presbyterian Church, where his wife sang in the choir.
In 1964, love and adoption brought them their first child, Jan, who would later be a poet
and teacher, and four years later, their second child, Tom, who grew up to become a
motorcycle entrepreneur and businessman. Bob was a very pragmatic, affectionate father
who would wiggle his ears, teach them to ride a bike, and carry one of them on his back
while he mowed grass, and he would guide them through the ups and downs of life with
style-including helping Tom repair a motorcycle after it (and he) was damaged in a serious
accident, and helping Jan through teen trials and health scares to become a professor.
Bob and Sue also took the family to visit farms and families he knew through his studies
and work. Eventually, they were to visit several countries, and he saw all but a few U.S.
States, and every country in Ohio, where he had conferred with farmers, meat packers
and other members of the meat industry.
The Science of Meat and Certified Angus Beef
After years of research into Beef science, with a file cabinet full of his research , Bob
became acquainted with Mick Colvin, who was searching for research specifications to
begin promoting and improving Angus Beef. Bob had a drawerful of scientific research in
just such a data and became an invaluable consultant to Certified Angus Beef, and now
has a board room named in his honor at their International Headquarters.
"Dr. Bob" was never without a smile and a strong idea about how to keep standard high
and consistent, saying they should keep the high standards because "it's the right thing to
do."

Golfing and the Beach: The Retirement Years
An avid golfer and loyal supporter of the things that mattered to the people he loved (and
the O.S.U. Buckeyes), Bob retired in 1988, and went on to consult for CAB for ten years,
hone his golf game, and spend many a happy winter in Florida, often with friends in Ft.
Myers. He and his wife also enjoyed seeing Alaska, Belgium, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, and Hawaii as well as many U.S. States in their retirement adventures.
The Tiny Loves of His Life: Those Grandchildren
Bob's good life brightened considerably in 2004 when he first met his beloved
granddaughter Zoe, and again in 2015 when his grandson Luke appeared on the scene.
They were the apples of his twinkling eye.
In Bob's last years, he and Sue moved to Friendship Village, Dublin, where good care and
a supportive, loving staff helped him enjoy peaceful days in his big recliner and good
meals at the café.
Bob liked to sing, laugh, read, and make everyone around him feel connected and
respected. He was a smart researcher and teacher, a funny, sometimes ornery man, and
an essential, adored husband, father, relative, and friend-and his loss leaves us heart
broken, but grateful that we knew him, and that he is at peace.
The Loved Ones, Survivors
Bobby is survived by his wife, Sue VanStavern, daughter Jan (and Joe Rozewski), son
Tom (and Catherine Rutter), grandchildren Zoe Rozewski and Luke VanStavern, and
brothers Jack, Merle, and Earl VanStavern (Judy), many beloved nieces and nephews,
and so many wonderful friends. He was preceded in death by his father, mother, and dear
older sister Gloria Lou Vance. A special thanks to Riverside Hospital and Friendship
Village of Dublin for their professionalism, compassion, and care. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that memorials be made to the Ohio State University Meat Science
Endowment Fund Fund#: 604765 (The Ohio State University Foundation/1480 West Lane
Avenue/Columbus, OH 43221). Those wishing to sign Bob's guest book may do so at
Schoedinger.com, where a longer obituary, video, and link to his memorial request are
also posted.

Cemetery
Worthington Presbyterian Church Columbarium
773 N. High St.
Columbus, OH, 43085

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - February 27 at 11:22 AM

“

Sue. Jan and Tom. I am so sad to hear of Bob's passing. So many great memories of our
families friendship. I picture Bob at a great big picnic with Mr. Disinger, Norma, Larry and
mom all chatting about their kids, Ohio State football and the next 4th of July event. I miss
those times. I will hold you all in my thoughts and forward the news to my dad.

Christine

Cornell McCreedy.
Christine Cornell - February 29 at 07:53 PM

“

Sue, Jan and Tom:
We share in your loss and sorrow.
We want you to know how special Bob was, and how much we will miss him. Bob
was a role model as a man, husband and father. He was a wise and insightful man,
and he will always be our CAB Buckeye. God be with you and Bob until we meet
again.
Randy & Tracy Edwards

william r edwards - April 04 at 09:50 PM

“

All of us lost a great golfing partner and friend. He was an individual with a dry sense
of humor that enjoyed life to the fullest. Bobby was proud of his West Virginia
heritage and how hard he worked to become very successful. I will always remember
standing on the 11th tee of gray with him eating service berries. I was fortunate to be
able to live with him at FVD and Sue before his death. Condolences from Audrey and
Don Trotier

Don Trotier - March 30 at 09:11 AM

“

Hello Sue,
I send my condolences to you and your family. Jack VanStavern told me that his
brother had died. We attend the same church, Saint Giles Presbyterian, here in
Raleigh. When I joined in December 2007 and met Jack, I told him I knew a
VanStavern at my former church, Indianola Presbyterian Church, in Columbus. He
said "that's my brother!" . What a small world.
I enjoyed reading the extended obituary and viewing the photos. You all have had a
very blessed life. I am so happy for you.
I plan to share Bob's accomplishments with Angus Beef with the chef at Angus Barn
here in Raleigh. This information could be very inspiring to him.
Janet Wherry

Janet Wherry - March 06 at 04:08 PM

“

3 files added to the album Scrapbook photos

Alice Taylor - March 05 at 03:55 PM

“

Saw Bob"s obituary in the monroe watchman paper.he was i reckon my first cousin
although i didnt have much contact with him .I did talk with Merle about a month ago
Sorry to hear about his death. My name is Thomas hunter. My mother was Clydes
brother. We moved to Hollywood after i retired. 990 Pete Lunch rd. Union wv 24983

thomas hunter - March 04 at 05:36 PM

“

Sue and family,
Bobby was a wise counselor to me when I was an undergraduate in Animal Science
and I am not sure he realized how helpful he was for me. When I was debating about
grad school, he encouraged me to broaden my horizons and check out other
universities, which he provided contacts for. I caught Bobby in his office one day in
the summer, when he wasn't playing golf, and I was sharing my frustration with grad

school politics and personalities at another university. His response was "Just smile a
lot." And how could I forget his phone salutation: "Alright?"
May your fond memories help you through this difficult time.
Lynn Knipe
Lynn Knipe - March 04 at 11:22 AM

“

I have known Bob VanStavern for more than sixty years.
We first met when he was a graduate student at OSU studying for a PhD in Meat
Science.
Bob was special, having a great personality with interest in education and advancing
knowledge.
His contribution for establishing quality standards for creation of Certified Angus Beef
was monumental contribution---affecting both consumers and cattle producers.
Carol and I offer our deepest condolences to wife Sue and their family.
Charles Parker

Charles Parker - March 03 at 01:59 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Craig Hungler - February 29 at 01:06 PM

“

Craig Hungler lit a candle in memory of Dr. Bobby Dale VanStavern

Craig Hungler - February 28 at 10:50 AM

