Barbara Bryant Havens
February 24, 1956 - February 2, 2018

Barbara Ann Bryant was born the youngest of three children to Dr. William Walter Bryant
and Betty Bird Bryant on February 24th, 1956. She spent her youngest years in
Cambridge, Ohio where her father (and we should say very best friend) was a family
doctor. She moved to Orange, Texas when she was 8 and quickly rose to fame due to her
incredible long-distance running talents. This of course stirred feelings of jealousy in her
older siblings, Bill and Cathy, but her charm was so overwhelming that they couldn't help
but adore her.
She graduated from High School early, and attended Texas Christian University where she
met and subsequently fell in love with many men, but finally settled on a bespectacled boy
from Upper Arlington, Ohio named Thomas Havens. What a pair they were. From New
York to New Orleans, Pyongyang to Paris, they went everywhere and did everything with a
cocktail in one hand and a cigarette in the other. Most importantly, they laughed…God did
they laugh. The typical things followed: moves, marriage, and careers until one day she
found herself pregnant. They moved back to Dallas and she gave birth to baby boy, John
Franklin Havens II. There were slightly fewer cocktails, but just as many laughs. Before
John was a year old they found themselves back in Columbus and Barbara was finally
able to pursue her one true calling: being a mother. She was great at it.
Four years later a daughter came, but much too early at only 25 weeks. The only day
Barbara was not at the hospital caring and praying for her daughter, Parker Raine, was
her son's 4th birthday, and she went back to the hospital after her son was asleep hugging
his transformers. People often say that their children are their life, but few live it as
completely and with as much joy as Barbara. She was a perennial room mother, and
volunteer at Columbus School for Girls, and wherever her son was currently attending.
She was a fixture.
Oh, we almost forgot to mention: She. Was. Stunning. 5'10" with hair the color of an oak
leaf in fall and legs for days! On the night of a fundraiser Tom and Barbara were hosting
for Columbus Ballet Met at Villa Deshler, she stood at the top of the stairs and was so

devastatingly gorgeous that Tom literally couldn't breathe! He passed out and was rushed
to OSU hospital; to this day he hears a faint ringing in his left ear.
Barbara was also a very early advocate for LGBT rights, and HIV/AIDS funding and
research, having lost some very close friends to the disease and vowing to not let it
happen to anyone else. It was a bit of a lofty goal, but she always was a touch dramatic.
She loved old movies, The RED Party, David Bowie, reading, art in all of its forms and
doing literally anything with her children. She loved her nieces and nephews, Bryant, Patti,
Angie, Nathan and Billy, and drinking coffee and smoking cigarettes with her sister at the
breakfast table while ordering useless crap off of QVC. She loved her friends Denny, Alex,
Dru, Tom and a million others. She loved her mother Betty. She loved making people
laugh and being made to laugh.
Time passed and her children grew and went off to college, though Barbara and Parker
still spoke daily. They mostly talked about John. Barbara continued to be active, with the
help of her personal assistant of 20 years William Hubbard, in HRC Columbus, The
Columbus Arts Council, Columbus School for Girls, The Aids Quilt Project and anyone, I
mean literally anyone, who needed or asked for it. Barbara had a large vocabulary, but
"no" was not included.
In 2009, she got a chance to pursue her true calling once again with the birth of her first
granddaughter, Isabeau Raine Havens, a redhead just like her! Two more would follow,
Nola Jane and Willow Reed, and after a quick trip to the nearest phone booth Barbara
became Super Nana! She so loved being back as CSG to pick up the girls from school
and head to COSI or Bicentennial Park, or to attend Grandparents Day in red leather
gloves and a fox fur throw. In 2014, her daughter and son-in-law Dean, adopted Sir
Winston Churchill, a snarl-toothed Frenchie who was quite fond of rides on Nana's lap,
and the family was complete. Again, so much laughter.
Her passing was sudden and unexpected, but she took her last breathe surrounded by her
children in peace, though we were disappointed at no last witty quip. Her father, big
brother and Corbett Reynolds along with too many friends to name (you know we pay for
this by the word, right?) were waiting with open arms on the other side as she finally got
out of that damn wheel chair and retired to a Louis XIII style chaise lounge like the lady
that she was.
We love you Mom!!
Service to be held at 11 am Saturday, February 10th at Schoedinger Northwest Chapel,

1740 Zollinger Road, Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221, with a cocktail reception at M
Restaurant to follow from 1 to 3pm. In lieu of flowers, Barbara has requested donations to
the Columbus School for Girls Scholarship Fund. Gifts in her memory can be made online
at www.columbusschoolforgirls.org/giving/give-now or by mail to Columbus School for
Girls Department of Development, 65 S. Drexel Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43209. Please
visit www.schoedinger.com to share memories and condolences.
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Comments

“

I do not know this lovely lady, but your obituary made me feel as if I did. I saved it as
an example of what I'd like my children to do for me and their father. Feel assured,
she lives on through you.
Valerie Towler
Worthington

valerie - February 10, 2018 at 06:42 PM

“

My heart broke a little in learning that Barb had passed. She was and is an amazing
woman that will live on in the lives of her children, grandchildren, and everyone who
knew her. There is so much that I could say about Barb, but I can't seem to put it in
to words. I will be forever grateful for the love, kindness, and generosity.

Micheal Hawn - February 10, 2018 at 07:16 AM

“

Sweet Remembrance Spray was purchased for the family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

February 08, 2018 at 11:52 PM

“

Nathan Trimm (aka: NaNa) purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the family of
Barbara Bryant Havens.

Nathan Trimm (aka: NaNa) - February 08, 2018 at 02:45 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

February 07, 2018 at 08:21 PM

“

Barbara, I remember seeing you at so many events at CSG -- the mother daughter
breakfast, fundraisers, concerts in the gymnasium and chapel. And whenever I
looked at you I saw two things as a young girl: 1) you smiling 2) at your daughter. It
was clear that you and Parker shared a special relationship. And it was always clear
that you both were ready to share your love and kindness with others. I am praying
for the beautiful family you leave behind. Gentle and kind, like you, but also so
strong. I am praying for strength and peace in the weeks, months and decades to
come. Love to all who loved you so much.

Marielle - February 07, 2018 at 03:11 PM

“

Thank you, Barbara, for the wonderful impact you made on the Hawn family since
our girls were in kindergarten together at CSG! My heart breaks for your family left
here on earth without you. There is comfort though knowing you are finally free from
what you went through physically. Love to all you left behind on this earth, especially
John, Parker and your grandchildren.

Linda Hawn - February 07, 2018 at 09:47 AM

“

Linda,
Thank you so much for your very kind post. I am sure that Barbara would want John,
Parker and me to let you know -- in her stead -- how deeply she appreciates your kindness.
Kind Regards, Tom, John and Parker
Thomas - February 09, 2018 at 08:48 AM

“

I consider myself so very lucky to have shared many years of friendship with
Barbara.
We were partners in crime during our high school years in Orange, Texas. Our
parents afforded us so many opportunities to explore the Arts and various cultures at
such a young age.
There were trips to Las Vegas, a tour thru the Foreign Study League that allowed us
to visit thirteen European countries. We went to summer camp at Camp Arrowhead.
We certainly experienced all that the 70s had to offer us!!
Time passed and we headed to college. We got married, had babies and made new
memories. I the end, we did not see each other very often but always touched base
with each other during the tragedies that life dealt to each of us.
I am forever greatful that I accidentally butt dialed her a few months ago. We laughed
and caught up on the many blessings that we felt fortunate to have in our lives.
Rest in Peace, Sweet friend!!!
Love always, Leslie Williams..

Leslie - February 07, 2018 at 09:43 AM

“

Leslie,
Betty Bryant and I were just talking about you last evening during a family dinner here in
Columbus. I remember what a wonderful time Barbara and I had at the engagement party
that your mother and father hosted at their home in Orange. Barbara wore some sort of red
and orange handkerchief scarf dress that really pointed up her statuesque beauty.
Barbara would be so pleased that you posted this remembrance of her. Thank you.
John, Parker and I miss her dearly as do all of her family. She will always remain in my
memory as that stunning young girl who loved to dance all those many years ago.
Best Always, Thomas F. Havens
Thomas - February 09, 2018 at 08:42 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

February 05, 2018 at 05:39 PM

“

Regards, Emily & the staff at Wesley Woods purchased the Arrive in Style for the
family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

Regards, Emily & the staff at Wesley Woods - February 05, 2018 at 02:02 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

February 05, 2018 at 11:48 AM

“

Pina Triplett & M Scott Dpowns purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Barbara Bryant Havens.

Pina Triplett & M Scott Dpowns - February 05, 2018 at 06:04 AM

