Barbara Jean Beckwith-Burgess
July 12, 1936 - February 3, 2021

Barbara J. Beckwith-Burgess, age 84, of Columbus, passed away unexpectedly
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 in Newburgh, Indiana with her son and his family by her
side. She was born July 12, 1936 in Huntington, West Virginia, only child of the late
Augustus James and Ophelia (Williams) Beckwith. Barbara was a retired 5th and 6th
grade teacher with the Cleveland and Columbus Public Schools for over 30 years. She
then was a health educator and cancer advocate with the Arthur G. James Cancer
Hospital for fifteen years. She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Ural and Yvette
Vinson; grandchildren, Lucretia Vinson, Ural Vinson Jr., Elijah (MaryLou) Vinson, Damion
Stribling and Darriel Lindsey; great grandchildren, Jordan, Tylan, Ural III, Brandon, Juden,
Phoenix, Elishah, Charity, Monique, Dorian, Donovan, Cameron and Jayden; great-great
granddaughters, Keirsten and Lillian; other relatives and many friends. Besides her
parents, Barbara was preceded in death by her husband Donald R. Burgess. She
received her Bachelor and Master's degrees from Marshall University in Elementary
Education. Barbara always looked her "diva" best and she made everyone feel unique and
special to her in their own way. She was a supporter of the arts, especially to new artists
or artists in training in all venues. Due to current restrictions, her family will have a private
service. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made toward breast cancer and prostate
cancer research c/o The Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Research Institute, c/o
Office of Development, OSUCCC-James, 660 Ackerman Road; 6th Floor, P.O. Box
183112, Columbus, OH 43218-3112, in Barbara's memory. Please visit http://www.schoedi
nger.com to share a memory or send condolences to Barbara's family.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER EAST, 5360 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus, O
H 43232.

Comments

“

Your mother was a beautiful person inside and out. I remember when I was a little
girl. My grandmother was good friends with your grandmother and I would set on the
porch with them. Your mother would come home and I always wished I would grow
up and be as beautiful as she was. I am praying for peace and comfort for your
family. April Carter Dawson, Columbus, OH

April Dawson - February 14 at 05:02 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. She will missed. I volunteered in her room at Fair. Also was
her computer helper.
Vivian Ross

Vivian Ross - February 10 at 12:30 PM

“

Dear Ural,
My heart goes out to you and your family. Deepest condolences from my family.
Your mother was so dear to me and she will always be in my heart. Sometimes we
knew each other's thoughts and we felt each other's pain. We inspired each other.
Before saying good night, your mother would always say something that would
make us both laugh. Then she would say, "You know I love you, Little Sister. You're
my only sister in the whole wide world."
The card that I was going to send to your mother for Valentine's Day reads: "We're
not sisters by birth. But we knew from the start, God put us together to be sisters at
heart." -Author: Audrey Jesnne Roberts
Ural, I am at peace knowing that my Big Sister is at peace.
May God comfort you and your family.
Love,
Aunt Bettye Neal and Family

Mama Bettye Neal - February 09 at 12:59 PM

“

My condolences are with the family. Barbara was a dear friend of mine. She will truly
be missed. Barbara had a good heart and kind spirit and was always willing to help
others. Rest in Heavenly Peace my friend.
Yvonne Boggs Hartley and Family
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Yvonne Hartley - February 07 at 10:18 PM

“

To the Beckwith-Burgess Family, Ms. Barbara was a champion for women's health
especially breast cancer. Praying for the family during your time of bereavement. Ms.
Barbara will be greatly missed.
Victoria Wilder Crews
Columbus, Ohio

Victoria Wilder Crews - February 07 at 05:29 PM

