Ardath Royal "Ardy" Kennedy
November 2, 1928 - January 5, 2020

Ardath Royal "Ardy" Kennedy, age 91 of Marble Cliff, Ohio previously of Bayfield,
Wisconsin, passed away Sunday, January 5, 2020. Ardy was born in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, son of the late Wilmer and Selma Kennedy. Ardy graduated from the University
of Wisconsin-Superior in 1953. Ardy owned Kennedy Standard Oil gas/service station in
Bayfield, Wisconsin for 40 years with his first wife Marguerite "Maggie" Kennedy, who died
in 1989. Ardy also owned a hobby shop selling the airplanes he loved to build and fly. Ardy
was a humble man who ran businesses, built a home by hand, and gave generously to
family and community. He was a Green Bay Packer fan, RC airplane enthusiast, and
stamp and coin collector. In all the years running the station, Ardy never took a vacation
and very much enjoyed his retirement years starting in 1993. Ardy absolutely adored his
wife and the contagious energy she infused in his life. They loved to travel and explore over the years, he and Donalee owned a boat on Lake Superior and explored the Apostle
Islands, took many long road trips, had a winter home in Green Valley, Arizona, and
eventually settled full-time in Columbus, Ohio to spend time with grandchildren. Ardy will
be greatly missed by his loving wife, Donalee Kennedy; her daughter, Kelly (Eric) Reo and
their children, Savina and Luca; sister, Shirley Bodin of Bayfield, Wisconsin; loving nieces
and nephews, Marti (Dan) Peterson, Jay (France) Miller, Sallie (Don) Lightman, Jan Miller,
Tom Kennedy, Jill (Hunter) Kennedy, Michael (Brenda) Bodin, Donna (Bob) Apps, and
Marlene Hoda. A celebration of life will be held for Ardy in Bayfield, Wisconsin this
summer. Arrangements by SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL. To share memories
or condolences, please visit www.schoedinger.com.

Comments

“

Donalee, sending love to you and your family during this time of loss. I will always
remember the compassion and understanding Ardy gave to those of us who
struggled with poverty in the 70s. He would allow us to give him a check for gas and
hold the check until we had funds to cover it in our accounts. There were countless
times that generosity made it possible to survive with our children. It was a happy
day for all of us who knew and loved him when you two fell in love after he lost
Maggie. He became the happiest man in the world when you two married. I will
remember Ardy as one of the nicest men on this earth. Bless you. Deb Weber

Debra Weber - January 16, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

Ardy. What a man. He & Maggie are one of my first best memories of moving to
Bayfield. They would help everyone. If you needed gas, tires, work & couldn't pay
upfront, he had you covered & trusted you would pay when you could. He was
blessed with two beautiful women in his life - Maggie & Donalee.
I am sending you thoughts & prayers Donalee. Sending Ardy blessings for a beautiful
journey to the spirit world. Peace & Love, Lui Young-Morris

Lui Morris - January 13, 2020 at 04:58 PM

“

Donalee,
I read about Ardath's death in the Ashland Daily Press. I have such warm memories
of our visits and I have thought of you both often. I will be holding you in the light as
you greive and remember.
Warmly,
Nyasha Spears

Nyasha Spears - January 11, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

Dear Donnalee and family, I am so sorry for your loss. What a wonderful, man who
had a wonderful life. He will never be forgotten.

Nancy G - January 07, 2020 at 08:21 PM

“

Ardy remains to me one of the finest gentleman to grace the streets of Bayfield. I am
deeply saddened by this huge loss and send my condolences to all family members
and wish them speedy recover. Many times he let us boys back in the 60's wash and
wax our parents cars in Kennedy's "full service" Standard Oil on those cold winter
weekends and never charge a nickle. Bless his heart!

Bob Nelson - January 07, 2020 at 01:28 PM

“

It's a sad day as learned of Ardy's passing via a FB post today. I was fortunate to
have worked for him during my high school years
(Mid to late 60's). Truly a great person to all of us fortunate to know him.
Condolences to the entire family.

Curt Wachsmuth - January 07, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

When I first came to this area about 30 years ago, I stopped by a gas station in
Bayfield and meant this pleasant man who I later enjoyed many years after this
getting to know Ardy. Truly grateful that our paths crossed and I will always treasure
those times...farewell my friend!!!

Cheryl Ash - January 07, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

My loving thoughts to you Donalee and family...I will always remember your special love for
each other...hugs to you!!!
Cheryl Ash - January 07, 2020 at 11:00 AM

“

I will always remember Ardy as he would let me hang in the garage while he was
working on the cars. He was like a 3rd Dad!!! Many great memories. Peace Ardy!!!!!
Gerry Soucheray

Gerry Soucheray - January 07, 2020 at 10:40 AM

“

Donalee, I’m so sorry to hear of Ardy’s passing. He was a wonderful person and you
seemed very happy together! My condolences to you and to his other family and
friends.

Rosa Karl - January 06, 2020 at 10:58 PM

“

Donalee, I am so sorry for your loss. You and Ardy were a wonderful pair and had
such a great love story. I will never forget the time you shared your engagement story
with me. Your eyes just sparkled and it was clear that you loved him dearly. I hope
those lovely stories give you comfort and peace.
Fondly, Barb McCann

Barbara McCann - January 06, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

Such a kind, quiet soul. The world needs more like Ardy

andy falconer - January 06, 2020 at 09:36 PM

“

Such a friendly one of a kind man! Haven’t seen hm in years. RIP Ardy.

Sherri Denton - January 06, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Ardy’s passing. He was always a very nice man. He will be
missed!

Janet - January 06, 2020 at 09:14 PM

“

Oh my. Ardy was such a basic part of Pres' and my experience in Bayfield. We saw him
very often when he had the Standard station, and he was always helpful and had a wry
comment to offer, followed by a lot of laughter from anyone there. Sad to lose such a warm,
caring and sharing person. Ardy, you will be missed even long distance.
Jody Gee (Mrs Preston Gee) - January 06, 2020 at 10:02 PM

“

He was one gem of a man.... Rest In Peace Andy.

Kimberly McConnell - January 06, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“
“

“

Ardy!
Kimberly McConnell - January 06, 2020 at 07:38 PM

The soft spoken, yet meaningful wit, loved the guy, He will be missed.
Frank E. Shemonek Sr. - January 07, 2020 at 01:43 AM

I am sorry Ardy is gone. I always thought he was such a nice man. I will always think
of him with a smile.

joyce shemanek - January 06, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Donalee and the family. I remember fondly first meeting
Ardy at that lovely home in Bayfield. I snapped this pic as he watched us crazy
quilters shimmy down that cliff to the edge of Lake Superior! He seemed to enjoy
watching us as we sewed and painted and laughed, it was a great mini-vacation. I
still have the rocks he gave us and the "Kennedy Half Dollars"! It was a treat and I
will cherish those coins forever.

Beth Schillig - January 06, 2020 at 01:44 PM

