Anton Heyns
June 11, 1939 - October 7, 2019

Anton M Heyns, age 80, of Powell, Ohio passed away on October 7 at Kobacker House.
He was born in Ermelo, South Africa on June 11 1939 to Roux and Elza Heyns. Anton
attended high school in Harrismith, earned degrees from the University of Stellenbosch,
University of the Free State, and a PhD in Chemistry from the University of South Africa in
1966. From 1971-1972 he worked as a postdoc in Edmonton, Alberta and first
experienced the American West on a road trip with Margaret. In 1978 he received a von
Humboldt prize and as a result worked at the Max Planck Institute in Stuttgart, Germany, a
country he loved and visited many times since. He was a professor of Chemistry at the
University of South Africa 1967-1984, and the University of Pretoria 1984-1998 where he
held positions of head of Chemistry, and vice-dean of science faculty. In 1995 he was
honored with the Havenga prize for Chemistry from the South African Academy of Science
and Arts. After moving to Worthington, Ohio in 1998 Anton worked for Chemical Abstract
Services and lectured at the Ohio State University until his retirement in 2010. Anton was
a member of the Worthington Presbyterian Church where he served as elder for several
years.
Anton is survived by his wife of 49 years Margaret, son Roux, and sister Frieda van
Rensburg. He is preceded in death by his parents and his daughter Ilse.
A memorial will be held at 11am on Saturday, October 12 at the Worthington Presbyterian
Church, 773 High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085. A reception will follow. The family
requests that in lieu of flowers a donation is made to Kobacker House.
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773 High Street, Worthington, OH, US, 43085

Comments

“

I have been thinking about Anton lately and wondering how he is. I was shocked to
find this news and truly regret not getting in touch with him earlier. RIP Anton, though
we have not worked together for long, but I will always miss your kindness, your trust
and your support.

Hong Qiu - October 18 at 11:26 PM

“

Anton made a very big difference in his family, he will be greatly missed. My husband
cannot stop giving him praise for all Anton has done for him in his life.
Elsabe Janse van Rensburg

Elsabe Janse van Rensburg - October 14 at 03:43 AM

“

Anton will be missed by me his only sister Frieda jansev.Rensburg who could not
attend the funeral today because I live in Pretoria.

Frieda janse van Rensburg - October 12 at 11:49 AM

“

Anton and I worked together at Ohio State University. We had many wonderful
conversations about both science and life in general that I will remember fondly. He
and Margaret came many times to the annual holiday party that I throw for my
research group. The party always features a kind of homemade trivia game, and It
was always good to have Anton on your team when geography and language
questions came up. As others have commented he was a very kind and caring man,
young at heart, and a distinguished scientist. He lived a full and interesting life. I will
miss him, but I'm also thankful for the chance to know such an exceptional man.

Patrick Woodward - October 12 at 09:17 AM

“

I had the privilege of supporting Dr. Haynes at OSU while he taught in Chemistry. He
was the kindest gentleman I have had the pleasure of knowing. He was extremely
grateful for anything I did for him, which my job was to support UG. RIP

Tami Gerrard - October 11 at 10:16 PM

“

What can I say about such an amazing human being? Obviously he loved life, his
wife and son more than words can describe. I think he also loved being the only man
in a group of women! I will miss our talks, walks and sharing a good bottle of wine
together. Peace be with you dear friend. Paula Duzinski

Paula Duzinski - October 11 at 03:34 PM

“

It was a privilege to work with Anton, who was always willing to help in various ways
that exhibited his expertise. A gentle soul, he will be missed. Mark Fischer, Chemical
Abstracts Service

Mark Fischer - October 10 at 02:45 PM

“

Anton was a kind, considerate and very accomplished man. I could always tell how
proud he was of his wife and son and the amount of love he had for them. I enjoyed
telling Margaret funny stories about my kids so she could relay them to Anton. He
loved hearing about them and how they were growing. Anton touched so many lives
while he was here in such a positive and wonderful way. I will miss him and cherish
the memories I have of him.

Jessi Tisdale - October 10 at 10:51 AM

“

Anton was a supportive and capable colleague and a multifarious, unique person
well worth knowing.. He'll be missed.. Bill Catus, CAS

William Catus - October 10 at 08:26 AM

