Anne L. Smead
March 4, 1948 - January 20, 2021

Anne Smead, age 72, passed away on Wednesday, January 20, 2021. She is survived by
husband of 52 years, William Smead; daughter, Jennifer; son-in-law, Scott Shaffer;
granddaughters, Avery and Zoe; sisters, Ellen (Ken) Giffhorn, Elizabeth (Ron) Schneier,
and Lorena Obrzut; and many nieces, nephews, extended family and cherished friends.
She was preceded in death by parents Stephen and Josephine Crimmins, and brother
Brian Crimmins. Anne was born in Palmer, Massachusetts, on March 4, 1948, and
graduated from the University of Massachusetts with a degree in psychology with skills
she used throughout her many activities. Anne worked passionately to advance women's
rights and their voting rights. She served on numerous community boards and
committees. Most notably, she was a longtime member, past President, and volunteer
lobbyist for the League of Women Voters of the state of Ohio as well as the League of
Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus. Anne was a voracious reader and always had
several books in progress. She possessed a keen curiosity about a wide range of topics
ranging from history to politics to bird watching. She was an independent and gutsy
woman and always spoke her mind. After moving to Ohio, she took flight lessons and
achieved her pilot's license. In middle age, she took up snow skiing which never came
naturally, but she persevered and came to enjoy it. Devoted to her daughter and two
teenaged granddaughters who called her "Ma," Anne sent cards for every minor holiday
just to keep in touch. She was known for her outgoing personality and generous spirit. She
loved traveling, dining out, and gathering with friends and family. She and her husband
traveled extensively through Europe, Scandinavia, Russia, and the Caribbean in her later
years. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, a Celebration of her Life will be held at a later time.
Memorial contributions may be made to the League of Women Voters of Ohio, 100 E.
Broad St., Suite 1310, Columbus, OH 43215.

Comments

“

Bill,
Connie and I want to extend our condolences about Ann’s passing. What a wonderful
person, and I have such fond memories of all those years living across the street on
Sherwin Rd. Part of the glue that kept the neighborhood together. Such a loss.
Chris and Connie Copeland

Chris Copeland - February 06 at 01:42 PM

“

Bill, I am so sorry to hear about Anne's passing. She was always so much fun to be
around and definitely livened up the dinner conversation. Our prayers are with you
and your family. Bill and Terri Finkelmeier

William Finkelmeier - January 31 at 02:51 PM

“

Ann was a wonderful person. We have many fond memories of her . As we recall she
was a passionate reader. Ann you will be missed but never forgotten!! We send our
sympathy to to Bill and other family members.
Chris Ellison and Mary Pat Borgess

Christopher Ellison - January 29 at 10:49 AM

“

Anne was quietly effective leader never drawing attention to herself but serving with
driven purpose. As president of both the local and state League of Women Voters
she worked diligently to bring voters rights to all and informed voters to the voting
booth. She will be missed by all.

Anne M Neslon - January 29 at 09:47 AM

“

Ann was a classy person in the few times we met. Bill, our heartfelt condolences
Bhagwan & Mira Satiani

Bhagwan Satiani - January 28 at 07:21 PM

“

Bill, We are so sorry to hear of Anne's death. She was a real asset to the community.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time of sorrow.
Margie and Tom Williams

Margie Williams - January 28 at 03:06 PM

“

I worked several years with Anne on League of Women Voters issues. i was on the
Lobbying Committee with her and watched her many times testifying before Ohio
Legislative Committees at the Ohio State House. She was committed and so appreciated
for her devoted service . Every one who knew her respected and admired her. I shall miss
her. My sympathy to her family. Carole J. Rogers
Carole Rogers - February 07 at 03:49 PM

“

The Smeads were such good neighbors these many years. We will miss Anne, and
we are here for Bill to do anything we can do. Our heartfelt condolences too all the
family.
Carter and Lucia Findley

Carter Findley - January 28 at 02:18 PM

“

To Anne's beautiful family,
I wish to extend my sincerest sympathies to your entire family. I did not have the
pleasure of meeting Anne, but so wish I would have had the chance to know her
light. The League of Women Voters of Ohio is honored and humbled to be the
recipient of her memorials. We are the organization we are today because of the
dedication and support of leaders like Anne. We will continue our mission in her
honor today and always.
In deepest appreciation,
Sherry Rose, LWVO Development Director

Sherry Rose - January 28 at 12:37 PM

“

Bill,
I am so sorry to learn of Anne’s passing.
My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Stephen Pariser

Stephen Pariser - January 26 at 12:52 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Beth Taggart - January 25 at 06:33 PM

