Ann Elizabeth McCrystal
January 12, 1936 - September 1, 2019

Ann Elizabeth Brown McCrystal, 83, died peacefully on September 1, 2019, in Columbus,
Ohio, surrounded by family.
Ann is survived by her husband, Thomas McCrystal; three children, John (Suzan)
McCrystal, Jane (Randolph) Lambert, and Michael (Rebecca Patterson) McCrystal; seven
grandchildren, Matthew (Monique) McCrystal, Lauren (Sam Papadakis) McCrystal,
Connor McCrystal, Michael Ira McCrystal, Michael Nathaniel (Jamie Bellows) Patterson,
Cyrus Lambert, and Ruby Lambert; one great-grandchild, Willow Patterson; one aunt,
Florence (Tonie) DeFiore; and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
She was born and raised in Kingswood, Kentucky, the youngest daughter in a family that
delighted in language and wordplay. She was predeceased by her father, Nathaniel
Webster Brown, a carpenter and a wit; her mother, Vivian Maxine (Shelton) Brown, a
teacher and a storyteller; and her sister, Alice Jane Petry, a nurse and a weaver of
intricate narratives. Ann herself taught middle-school language arts and was known as a
warm and humorous conversationalist.
She was a graduate of Breckinridge County High School in Hardinsburg, Kentucky, where
she participated in the Glee Club, Future Farmers of America, Future Homemakers of
America, and worked part-time at the local Dairy Queen. She received her Bachelor of
Arts in English from the University of Kentucky, supporting herself on a scholarship as well
as with a job as switchboard operator at the Good Samaritan Hospital in Lexington.
Twenty years later she earned her Master of Arts in Education from the University of
Dayton in Dayton, Ohio.
Ann's first job after graduating from UK was teaching English at Breckinridge County High
School. One of her students wrote an article about Ann years later, citing Ann's constant
encouragement as a significant factor in the student's eventual success as a published
writer. Ann met Thomas McCrystal during college, and married him in Lexington,
Kentucky, a year after her graduation. They raised three children while moving around the

country for Tom's career, eventually settling in Columbus, Ohio. She was a loyal supporter
of her children's sports and musical pursuits, attending every game, race, and concert.
Ann worked part-time as a reading teacher at St. Vivian School in Cincinnati, Ohio when
her children were in elementary school. For the majority of her career from the 1970's to
the 1990's she worked full-time as a middle-school Language Arts teacher in the
Columbus Public School District, teaching at Champion, Eastmoor, Linmoor, Starling, and
Yorktown Middle Schools. She cared deeply for her students, and was active in middleschool suicide-prevention programs. In addition she tutored college students in reading at
Capital University, and tutored refugees from Laos and Vietnam.
Ann was an active member of AA for more than 30 years, giving compassion and hope to
those whose struggles she shared, and believing in each person's potential and strength.
She was also a member of Sorosis Literary Club enjoying lectures and presentations with
this community of women. She participated for years in the Women's Health Initiative, a
long-term health study sponsored by the National Institutes of Health.
Ever the teacher, Ann bequeathed her body to the Ohio State University College of
Medicine's Body Donor Program for the advancement of medical science and education.
Ann was known for her smile, her advocacy for autism and education, and her willingness
to help those in need. A memorial service celebrating Ann's life will be held Schoedinger
Northwest Chapel, 1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, Ohio on Saturday, October 12, 2019.
The service will start at 4 p.m., immediately followed by a reception until 7 p.m. To view
Ann's memorial video tribute or to send online condolences, please visit:
www.schoedinger.com. Memorial contributions are suggested to the Organization for
Autism Research (OAR), 2111 Wilson Blvd., Suite 401, Arlington, VA 22201 or the Autistic
Self Advocacy Network (ASAN), PO Box 66122, Washington, DC 20035.

Events
OCT
12

Memorial Service

04:00PM - 05:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

OCT
12

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - September 20 at 02:19 PM

“

What a beautiful video! Such great pictures! Truly wonderful memories of fantastic family
times! from Michele & Jon Disbro
Michele Disbro - October 03 at 09:22 PM

“

With deepest sympathy, The McNeil Family purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket
for the family of Ann Elizabeth McCrystal.

With deepest sympathy, The McNeil Family - October 11 at 01:44 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ann Elizabeth McCrystal.

October 11 at 12:36 PM

“

My happy memories are sharing Ann's creative, delightful ways of
solving a problem. She was a special neighbor for many years.
Sharing my heartfelt sympathy and blessings of comfort to a
wonderful family.
Rita Remlinger

Rita Remlinger - October 11 at 07:35 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ann Elizabeth McCrystal.

October 10 at 09:02 PM

“

Angel Wind Chime - Silver was purchased for the family of Ann Elizabeth McCrystal.

October 02 at 02:47 PM

“

Ann was such a ray of light in my life and her joy was infectious. Prayers and healing,
Liz Lottes

Liz - September 25 at 09:27 PM

“

John and Family. I am so sorry for your loss. May God give you all courage, strength,
hope, and faith in this difficult time. God Bless.
---Marianne Moore

Marianne Moore - September 23 at 03:24 PM

“

My condolences to the family of Ann McCrystal. Ann and I attended the University of
Dayton together where we both earned our Masters degrees. Although I had not
seen Ann for some time, I remember our fun times and great intellectual
conversations during our studies and beyond. May God bless you and keep you in
His care.
Dr. Linda C. Tillman

Linda C.Tillman - September 21 at 08:37 AM

