Andrew James Cox
May 24, 1985 - January 17, 2021

On Sunday, January 17, 2021, Andrew Cox, a loving husband, and father, passed away at
the age of 35. Andrew was born on May 24, 1985, in Columbus, Ohio, to Bill and Janet
Cox and was the cherished brother of Geoff Cox. He graduated from Olentangy High
School in 2003. At Purdue University, he received his undergraduate degree in Nuclear
Engineering in 2007, followed by his Master's in Aeronautical Engineering. Andrew began
his career at Battelle in Columbus, Ohio, where he started as an intern and received a
patent in 2018. He was most recently employed at Asymmetric Technologies. On March 4,
2017, he married Lauren Lipaj, and he was the deeply devoted father to Charlotte. Andrew
had a passion for learning and music. In his free time, he could be found leisurely reading
through an academic textbook. He was also a talented musician who played multiple
instruments, and he was an especially talented guitarist. Some of his fondest memories
from high school and college were the times he spent playing and performing with his
band, The Iry. Although Andrew and Lauren attended high school together, they met
during college through mutual friends. While they started as friends, you could instantly
see that they were meant to be together, a perfect match. They loved spending time
together outdoors, riding bikes on the Olentangy Trail, or hiking in Hocking Hills. They also
loved spending time with their mutual friends, but above all, they just loved being together.
In 2018, Andrew became a father to Charlotte. She was one of the greatest joys of his life.
Andrew was an incredible father and often went above and beyond to ensure his family's
wellbeing. He formed a very strong and special bond with Charlotte, who cherished his
playfulness. Andrew often used his imagination and engineering skills to make Charlotte's
world a magical place. Charlotte still lovingly refers to her father as "tickle monster." He
will be remembered for his bright smile, his fun-loving personality, his inquisitive spirit, and
his willingness to always be there to help his friends and family when they needed him. A
private funeral service was held Thursday, January 21, 2021. Andrew was a life-long
learner, so in lieu of flowers, we ask that you consider donating to help his daughter
Charlotte continue her education through a college fund at http://www.gofundme.com/f/Ch
arlotte-College or donate to The Andrew James Cox Foundation by going to http://www.col
umbusfoundation.org/the-giving-store and searching for "Andrew James Cox Foundation 4177" which will provide grants to nonprofits and help honor Andrew's memory through fur

thering science education.

Comments

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all who knew Andrew. He spent many hours
practicing with his band, The Iry, in our basement. He was a wonderful influence to
all of us and we will cherish the memories. Rest In Peace.
Chip and Cathy

Chip Lothes - February 06 at 08:24 AM

“

Our heart goes out to Drew's family. Drew was one of the kindest souls we've ever
known. Our prayers are with you all.
Pam and Mike Otten

Pam Otten - February 02 at 11:41 AM

“

When I read of Andrew's passing I was deeply saddened. I was one of Andrew's
teachers at OHS. I have such wonderful memories of Andrew. He had a great smile,
a loving heart, and a dynamic mind. I extend my condolences to his family. They will
be in my thoughts and prayers. Sincerely, Mr. Tom Hesse.

Tom Hesse - January 31 at 04:26 PM

“

Jan, Bill and family and friends, I was so saddened to hear of your loss. There really
aren’t words, but I’m keeping you in prayer.

Julie Milligan - January 31 at 11:29 AM

“

Andrew will always hold a special place in my heart. He was always the nice guy with
the best heart. I’ll remember late night chats at steak n’ shake, homecoming (when
he was king), and all the concerts. He was one of a kind. Offering lots of love and
support at this time.

Sarah Hughes - January 29 at 08:04 PM

“

Our hearts go out to your family at such a time. I will always remember the time
Andrew played his guitar behind his head for me. Such thoughts foster up unique
times of high school days and computer graphics making their first and might I add
only music video of the band at the Strand theatre. He will be missed.

Counts - January 29 at 10:29 AM

“

Drew was one of the greatest people I've ever had the pleasure of knowing. My heart
aches for Lauren, Charlotte and his family and you will be in my thoughts and
prayers. I will cherish the many great memories of him. So much love

Stephanie Reis - January 28 at 09:36 PM

“

4 files added to the album Jan 2011 Cruising in the BVIs

Thomas D Brainard - January 28 at 05:35 PM

“

Pat and I have this special memory of Drew when, in January 2011, our son Dan
assembled a group of his friends to go on a cruise with us in the BVIs. Drew was ever
helpful and greatly enjoyed his quiet mornings on the bow above his V-berth. He also had
fun at the Willie T, and every other destination we stopped at. I share only 4 of the 50 or so
I found.
I also have fond memories of the trivia night contests in Columbus, when I was staying with
my son, Matthew. I've had a lot of chemistry course in my day, so when the question was
"what is the symbol for the element tungsten" I figured I could nail this and started thinking
"Tu" or maybe "Tn" ... without even blinking Drew wrote down "W" and won the question.
Our hearts go out to Lauren and Charlotte, to Geoff and the Cox family, to the Lipaj family,
and to all his many good friends and colleagues. Drew was a very smart, funny, and
talented guy and he will be missed greatly! Our sincere condolences.
Thomas D Brainard - January 28 at 05:49 PM

“

I want to share my deep sympathy with the friends and family of Andrew for his tragic
loss. I worked with Andrew for the entire time he was at Battelle, and considered him
a friend and valuable colleague. We worked together on many projects over the
years, and he always made the job fun. He always had a positive attitude and was
very bright and imaginative. It was clear that he really enjoyed the creative aspect of
his engineering work, but also had that same curiosity and enthusiasm for a whole
host of other interests, the most important being his family. He will be greatly missed.
Lee Fredette

Lee Fredette - January 28 at 10:25 AM

“

My deepest thoughts, prayers and condolences. What a tragic loss. I was glad to
have had the opportunity to meet Drew at a company event. My heart goes out to
Lauren, Charlotte and the entire family at this difficult time. Sincerely - John
Ammendola

John Ammendola - January 28 at 07:44 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Andrew James Cox.

January 28 at 07:41 AM

“

Praying for you Lauren, Charlotte, and extended family...such a devastating loss.
Love and hugs! Aunt Pam

pam Nardis - January 28 at 06:01 AM

“

What a shock to learn of Lauren & Charlotte's incredible loss. Our hearts go out to
them & all those who feel the loss of such a young man.

Asonya & Gary Brown - January 27 at 10:51 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss. Our prayers and thoughts are with all of you. With
love , Jeff - Ángela Miller and family

Jeff Miller - January 27 at 07:30 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Andrew James Cox.

January 27 at 05:38 PM

