A. Michael Schwarzwalder
October 30, 1943 - June 24, 2013

(Alan) Michael Schwarzwalder, age 69, died June 24, 2013, at home. Michael is survived
by daughter Betsy Schwarzwalder, living in Oakland, California; daughter Abby
Schwarzwalder, son-in-law Tim Roche and granddaughters Simone Roche and Lucia
Roche living in Los Angeles, California; son Sam Schwarzwalder, living in Washington,
D.C.; and sister Caroline Schwarzwalder, of Newton, Massachusetts.
Michael was born on October 30, 1943 in San Diego, California to Alan E. and Caroline
Schwarzwalder. Shortly thereafter, the family moved to Columbus, Ohio, where he grew
up. His father served as a municipal court judge for many years and instilled in Michael a
deep commitment to service.
Michael graduated from North High School in 1961 and The Ohio State University with a
degree in political science in 1965.
That same year, he and Karen Rounds married and shortly thereafter they served in the
Peace Corps in Tanzania until 1967, where they taught English. This experience impacted
Michael profoundly and through it he became an early "citizen of the world." He never
missed an opportunity to practice his Swahili with Africans he met in the U.S.
Michael and Karen moved back to the United States and in early 1968 Michael and Karen
had a daughter, Betsy, and in 1970 a second daughter, Abby.
Following in his father's footsteps, Michael earned a law degree from the OSU School of
Law in 1970. After passing the bar exam Michael and several fellow law school students
started a law firm and practiced law for several years. In 1976, at the age of 33, Michael
campaigned for the 16th district Ohio State Senator seat and won. Michael served as
senator for two terms and during that time earned a reputation as a left-leaning, liberal
Democrat and proposed legislation to support civil and human rights. A vocal opponent of
the death penalty, he served as Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee in his
second term.

Michael and Karen divorced in 1983. After losing a contentious senate race in 1984
Michael began a career in the telecommunications industry and served in high-level
management and legal advisory positions. Michael married Susan Burk and moved to
Chicago and then Washington, D.C. where they had a son, Sam. Michael and Susan
divorced in 2002.
In 2003, Michael moved back to Columbus, Ohio and worked for Mayor Michael Coleman
as his Chief of Staff for a year before moving on to head the Environmental Steward
Office, where he was an impassioned advocate for reuse, repurposing and recycling.
Michael had many interests including human evolution, marine biology, politics and world
cultures. He traveled widely throughout his life and never missed reading the daily
newspaper from cover to cover each morning. He loved his children and was very proud
of them, never missing an opportunity to brag about their accomplishments and
personalities. Michael was very social and loved to dance and have a good time. He had
many lifelong friends and particularly loved spending time at the Columbus Community
Festival each year. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be sent to The Judge Alan E. Schwarzwalder Fund
in Public Service within the John Glenn Institute of OSU. Gathering of Friends will be held
on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 from 4-7pm at The Boat House, 679 W. Spring Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43215, in the Confluence North South Room.

Events
JUL
23

Gathering of Friends04:00PM - 07:00PM
The Boat House
Columbus, OH, US, 43215

Comments

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Christian Ruiz - December 11, 2016 at 11:08 AM

“

“

Forever Young - Bob Dylan
Christian Ruiz - December 11, 2016 at 11:15 AM

3 files added to the album Share Memory

Christian Ruiz - December 11, 2016 at 11:04 AM

“

Mike was a great manager and attorney and, while I only knew him professionally, I
am deeply saddened to learn of his passing.
I was a very young manager at a big company and Mike became a "legal mentor" to
me.
His advice was sage and his patience seemed boundless. His favorite word for me
was "circumspect". I can still hear him dispense wisdom to myself and the team - and
we always listened when Mike spoke!
He was a good man and I am a better professional for having known him - even if it
was for a very brief time. Rest in peace Mr. Schwarzwalder.
Mark Petoskey

Mark Petoskey - June 14, 2016 at 02:39 PM

“

Dear Betsy, Adam and Abby:
I was so saddened to learn of Michael's passing in June. I only discovered this when
I visited his Facebook page after my holiday card was returned. He hired me at MCI
Telecommunications in Chicago and I also moved with him to XO, so we worked
together for 8+ years. He was such a wonderful person and manager. He taught me
a lot about in-house corporate practice and we shared a lot in common, including our
love of spicy food and travel. He was proud of his children and would relay stories
from time to time. I had the chance to visit him in DC on some occasions and see
Sam grow. Whenever I hear reggae music I will think of Michael. I am sorry I did not
have a chance to say goodbye and thank you for all the joy, friendship and
knowledge he shared with me. Godspeed Michael.
Jeannine Cordero, Chicago, IL

Jeannine Cordero - January 30, 2014 at 11:01 AM

“

I knew Mike back in the old Clintonville "growing up" years and in law school at OSU.
I greatly admired Mike for many reasons. His service in the Peace Corps, his
distinguished years of service in the practice of law in Columbus, his public service
as a State Senator, and his love for his family. Mike was a friend during the law
school year we shared at OSU. He was one of the real good guys in politics before it
became so divisive and nasty. He was always willing to listen even on issues on
which he had strong opinions. Current day politicians could learn much from Mike's
willingness to work with members of the opposite party to find common solutions to
difficult issues. I have not seen Mike in many years but I will miss his energy, spirit
and the joy he brought to life during the years that I did know him. Rest in peace my
friend. Rich Stein

Rich Stein - July 10, 2013 at 09:01 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to Michael's family. He was such a wonderful, kind and caring
person. He will be dearly missed.

Deb Pariano - June 30, 2013 at 05:34 PM

“

Betsy and Abby,
My late husband, Steve, and I went to North with your dad and later played bridge
with your mom and dad for many years. I can think of so many great times we had
with your dad. He liked to laugh and have a good time. We laughed hysterically at
that crazy parrot your dad had. He and Steve liked to laugh about their various
adventures while at North. Mike always made us feel welcome whenever we saw
him. I don't think he ever knew a stranger. I know you are as proud of him as he was
of you both. My heart goes out to the two of you. Losing a parent is so difficult!
Janice Rhodes

Janice Rhodes - June 30, 2013 at 02:26 AM

“

Betsy & Abby,
Your father was such a positive force in my life and many others that I know. He
always seemed to have a smile on his face which couldn't help but put one on
whomever's face was seeing his. He will be greatly missed by a great number of
people. Our thoughts are with you.
Ian Boyland & Family

Ian Boyland - June 29, 2013 at 03:16 PM

“

I was lucky enough to work on the first Schwarzwalder for Senate campaign, many
many fond memories thanks for the opportunity Mike! My heart goes out to your
family. Peace,
Dinky

Denise Youngsteadt-Parrish - June 28, 2013 at 04:38 PM

“

Betsy and family,
Thank you for trusting us in caring for your family during this difficult time. Your father
seemed to be a great man and a true humanitarian.

Pepper Jackson - June 26, 2013 at 03:04 PM

“

Betsy and Abby,
My prayers are with you during this difficult time. Your family was a very special one at
Franklin.
Fondly,
Mary O'Rourke
(Señora)
Mary O'Rourke - June 26, 2013 at 06:31 PM

