James Stillwagon
February 11, 1949 - February 3, 2018

James R. Stillwagon passed away on Saturday, February 3, 2018 at Riverside Methodist
Hospital, at the age of 68. Jim was born in Mount Vernon, Ohio on February 11, 1949 to
the late Woodrow A. and Anna Lucci Stillwagon.
Jim is survived by his wife, Effie; three daughters: Nicole, Angela and Electra; two
grandchildren, James and Brianna; along with his brothers, Woody (Sally) and Tommy
(Linda). He is also survived by several nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nephews and
cousins.
Jim was athletic throughout his life. He played football, basketball and baseball in school
in Mount Vernon and played football at Augusta Military Academy in Virginia. Jim played
football at The Ohio State University for Coach Woody Hayes and was a member of the
1968 National Championship team. He has so many dear and caring teammates from his
time at OSU who have become amazing and loving friends to Jim and Effie. He earned
the opportunity to play for the Toronto Argonauts for several years after playing football at
Ohio State. Jim was honored with induction into both the National College Football Hall of
Fame (1991) and selected to the All-Time Argonaut team in 2009.
Jim was not only a great memorable football player. He was a husband, dad, grandpa,
brother, uncle, friend, business man and philanthropist. Jim would help anyone who
needed help. He donated and cared for several organizations in the community like
Central Ohio Diabetes Association, Unverferth House, Athens County families, Special
Olympics and Children’s Hospital to name just a few. Jim also was the founder of the Len
Immke Swing for Diabetes Golf Outing. Most times, the help was given without any
recognition.
Jim had his local business, Stillwagon Enterprises, for over 30 years. Jim, Effie and Kim
(Howell) have been inseparable running the company and helping the local community.
Jim had so many special people in his life. There are too many to list so please know how
grateful Jim was and his family is for all of you. Jim McNamara and Randy Walker along

with so many other wonderful people helped Jim continue to live his life to the fullest
despite obstacles. Jim loved his family, loved telling stories and sharing what he has
learned in his life. Jim was a passionate man who believed in being truthful, having
integrity and doing what is right.
His family will receive friends from 4-8pm, Friday, February 9, 2018, at Schoedinger
Worthington Chapel, 6699 N. High Street in Worthington (1/2 mile south of I-270). Mass of
Christian Burial, 10am, Saturday, February 10, 2018 at St. Peter Catholic Church, 6899
Smoky Row Road, Columbus, Ohio 43235. Father Mark Summers, Celebrant.
His family strongly suggest that flowers not be sent. Instead, please make a memorial
contribution, in his memory, to one of the organizations listed: Nationwide Children’s
Hospital, 700 Children's Drive Columbus, Ohio 43205 - 855.895.5437
(http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/) or to Shriner’s Hospital for Children–Cincinnati,
Donor Development, 3229 Burnet Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45229 – 513.872.6118
(http://shrinershospitalcincinnati.org/).

Events
FEB
9

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Schoedinger Worthington Chapel
6699 North High Street, Worthington, OH, US, 43085

FEB
10

Mass of Christian Burial

10:00AM

St. Peter Catholic Church
6899 Smoky Row Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43235

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - February 08 at 02:39 PM

“

Dear Effie, Nicole, Angela, Electra, James, Breanna,
My sympathy is with yours and Jim's family. I remember you and Jim's wedding. Your
wonderful mother and I
were friends for years.
My blessings,
Janet Andrews, Cambridge Ohio
Janet Andrews - February 08 at 08:39 PM

“

Dear Effie and Family:
I was saddened to learn about Wagon. As you know, I played with him briefly with the
Argos in 1973. After our playing days were over, Jim was a huge supporter of the alumni
association, and I was able to keep in touch with him over the past years.
The last time I saw Wagon was when he was inducted as an All-Time Argo when we were
standing beside each other on the field. Dave Raimey, Wagon and I were talking, laughing
and remembering are playing days together. I will always remember Wagon! He will be
missed.
All my blessings,
Stace Coray, Toronto Argonauts, DB 1973-74
Stace Coray - February 09 at 12:55 PM

“

Effie, Kim and Family, I am so shocked and saddened at the loss of such a wonderful
person as Jim. I feel blessed that I was able to get to know him. Always a kind person. My
thoughts and prayers are with you.
Larry Powell
Larry Powell - February 09 at 03:34 PM

“

I am very sorry for the loss of Jim Stillwagon. I went to AMA with him. I kind of re-connected
when his "road rage " incident occured and I sent him a note of support. He sent me a kind
thank you. He did well in life and he will be missed.. Robert(Bob) Powell
Robert Powell - February 12 at 03:22 PM

“

My brother, Ed (deceased), and my sister, Susan, and I, David Spain, grew up in the
same Eastside neighborhood in Mt. Vernon, Ohio with Jim and his two brothers,
Woody and Tom. I remember the vacant lot next to their house where we all played
baseball in the summer, and football in the Fall. The Stillwagon's also had a
basketball net on their garage, and some lively pickup games were played there.
When we played football on the lot in the Fall on Saturdays, there would be a radio
with the OSU football game blaring out for us to hear. Woody and Tommy would form
a wedge, and Jim would be in the middle of them carrying the ball down the field for
a touchdown. My mother, Marguerite, was good friend's with Anna Stillwagon, Jim's
mother. We all admired "Big Woody", Jim's Dad. RIP Jim! David Spain

David Spain - February 12 at 02:47 AM

“

Effie & family. Jim was a wonderful friend to my father. My Dad thought the world of
Jim & looked forward to his phone calls from “Joe”. I heard the story of how they
started to call each other “Joe” & it told me of all wonderful memories my father
shared with Jim. He will truly miss his friend. Our thoughts & prayers are with you &
your family....Eydie Styres

Eydie Styres - February 10 at 08:00 PM

“

Dear Effie and girls,
Larry and I are so very sorry for your loss and share deeply in your sorrow. Life goes
by so quickly, and those who are left must move through the terrible grief...which is
so difficult. But we know that you have always been a strong family so you will get
through this together. We are out of town so we cannot give you our support and
sympathy in person, but please know that we have you in our prayers. With sincere
sympathy - Larry and Leslie Snyder

larry and Leslie Snyder - February 09 at 01:59 PM

“

Effie and family, I was deeply saddened to here about Wagon's death. What an
awesome person and football player. It was an honor to play with him at OSU and
against him in Canada. I am lucky to have had him as a teammate and friend. May
your many happy memories bring you comfort at this time. Please do not hesitate to
call me if there is anything I can help with.
Ted Provost

Ruth Provost - February 08 at 09:21 PM

“

Dear Effie, Nicole, Angela, Electra, James, and Breanna:
My sympathy is with your and Jim family's. I remember you and Jim's wedding. Your
wonderful mother and I were friends for years.
My Blessings,
Janet Andrews/ Cambridge, Ohio

Janet Andrews - February 08 at 08:45 PM

“

Effie, girls, Woody, Tommy, and families:
My sister, Vickie, and myself were saddened at the passing of Jim. We respected
and appreciated his many accomplishments and were proud to claim him as a
hometown hero from here in Mount Vernon.
Our Dad, Frank, was great friends with his parents, as well as Jim and his brothers.
Two memories come to mind that we will remember fondly - one being in attendance
at the program for Jim Stillwagon Day, when Mount Vernon honored him for his AllAmerican award while playing for Ohio State.
The other memory is having the privilege of being at your wedding.
Our thoughts and prayers are wih you during this difficult time.
Vickie Marra
Roger Marra

Roger Marra - February 08 at 08:32 PM

“

Effie and Family,
You have my deepest condolences. Jim was a great man and athlete who was as
gentle as a soft breeze and at the same time being a passionate football player. I
always appreciated how good he was to me. May the White Light of the Christ Jesus
surround you Effie and Family at this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Ken Luttner
Mankato, MN

Ken Luttner - February 08 at 08:11 PM

“

I was shocked and saddened to learn of Jim's passing. He was a man of many
talents with a sensitive and kind personality. My heartfelt condolences to Effie and all
family members.

Jim was a good friend for many, many years. He was a kind and compassionate
man, with a high level of integrity and ethics. A hard worker, creative, highly
motivated, smart, with a sense of humor that was second to none, and a terrific story
teller.
Since learning of his passing, I have reflected on the many times we met from day
one in 1974 until my last visit to his offices a few months ago, and the many business
and personal conversations we had. They were special times, as I think back on
them now.
I will miss him and will keep him in my daily prayers.
Fair winds and following seas, my friend.
David Bader
Worthington, OH
David Bader - February 08 at 04:29 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Effie and family. We have known and been friends with
Jimmy and the Stillwagon family from our days together in Mt. Vernon. Jim and my
brother,Kevin and thier St. Vincent classmates played on a ragtag football team
organized by Frank Mazza in the late '50's I believe. That may have been his first
introduction to " organized" football. May Jim now rest in peace. Love,Jim and Rose
Kelly

Rose Kelly - February 08 at 12:59 PM

“

I had the privilege of playing beside Jim for 2 years on the defensive line at Toronto
in the early 70s. While Jim did things on the football field that few players could do,
he was more importantly a great guy to be around. He never paraded his fame
around.
I'm so glad I had a chance to talk to Jim a few years ago at the reunion of the 71
Argos team. He hadn't changed at all. My thoughts are with Jim and his family at this
difficult time.
Dave Knechtel
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Dave Knechtel - February 08 at 12:09 PM

“

Dear Effie, Kim and family,
What a shock it was to learn of Jim's passing and my heart breaks for you all. It was
an absolute honor to get to know him and you over these last few years. What
started as a business/client relationship quickly morphed into friendship. I will forever
treasure my time with him and appreciate our frequent laughs and discussions of our
shared Catholic faith. May God bless and console you and accompany him on his
journey.
With love,
~Collette Feldmann

Collette Feldmann - February 08 at 09:51 AM

“

Dear Effie and family, our heart goes out to you for your grieving as you suffer the
loss of your most cherished love. Jim was my brother and friend. God has not
created a more honest and sincere soul. I was honoured to have known him and
better for it . May God rest his soul and grant you peace in this most difficult time.
Sincerely,
Ralph and Sandra Holloway
St. Davids, Ontario Canada

Ralph Holloway - February 07 at 11:56 PM

“

Toronto Argonauts Alumni purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of James
Stillwagon.

Toronto Argonauts Alumni - February 07 at 10:42 PM

“

Dear Nicole and family,
I am so saddened by the sudden passing of your Dad. While I wish I could be there
in person to offer support, please know that I am holding you all in thoughts and
prayers. May the angels guide Jim on his journey, may the Holy Spirit comfort you
and all Jim's family
Love, Bev

Beverly Orazen - February 07 at 06:09 PM

“

Effie and Family and Kim,
Very sorry to hear of Jim's life ending in this life. I do not think him dead, just gone
away and we will meet him again some day. He was one of a kind in so many ways. I
really enjoyed working with him during those trying times. To me he was more than a
client as I considered him my friend. He was one of the most honest people I ever
met and his love for his family had no limit. I often thought about him and you and
wondered how you both were doing.
May God Bless Jim, you and your family.

Tim Creedon
Baltimore, Ohio
Tim Creedon - February 07 at 12:37 PM

“

Those of us who knew Jim Stillwagon in high school knew him as Rosie because of
his fondness of roses. He was just one of us, not this larger than life athlete. Sure,
we all recognized that when it came to athletics he was in a class by himself, even
back then. But outside of sports he was all inclusive. His friends were not just limited
to fellow athletes. He was admired and respected by everyone in our class as kind,
engaging, sometimes mischievous, and always ready to join in if there was fun to be
had. Rosie will always be a part of his AMA brothers. He will always be present and
accounted for with us. Jim Watts, Augusta Military Academy, Class of '67

Jim Watts - February 07 at 12:05 PM

“

I was fortunate to have grown up with, played ball with, gone to school with, and
spend much time with Jim in Mt. Vernon. Jimmy was a great athlete who worked so
hard to be the best he could be. Even as a youngster he had this attitude about him
that he had something to prove on the football field, the hardcourt, and the baseball
diamond. No one was going to outwork him. No one was going to intimidate him. Yet
he had a heart of gold. He was a good friend to my parents, my siblings, and me, and
to all of us at St. Vincent. I will always cherish our childhood memories. My thoughts
and prayers are with Effie and her family.
Hop Collier
North Canton, OH

Hop Collier - February 07 at 10:20 AM

“

I knew Jim through jr. high and high school and, to be honest, kinda had a crush on
him. During a college summer break, Jim asked me out! I was SO excited. My
memory of the date is that by the time I was ready to go, Jim was in a heavy
conversation about football with my dad. I waited at least 45 minutes for them to
finish! Actually, that's all I remember and can only presume Jim found my dad much
more interesting than he found me!
Great guy... a life of admirable accomplishments. My condolences to his family. May
he RIP.
Kate Jewell, ND
Orcas Island, WA

Kate Jewell - February 07 at 08:41 AM

“

Still numb from the loss of a great friend of the Touchdown Club of Columbus. Am
exceptional player and a far greater soul.
Curt Boster, President
Touchdown Club of Columbus

Curtis A Boster - February 07 at 06:41 AM

“

Effie and girls- our hearts are heavy for your loss. The Torrens family is holding you
all in prayer. Remembering swim team days!!!

the Torrens Family - February 07 at 03:01 AM

“

Jim was named an "All Time Argo".in 2009. In the long history of the Toronto
Argonauts Football Club only 24 players have been deemed worthy of that honor.
Before every home game a flag with the 24 names is raised for all to see.
Wagon will never be forgotten. Rest in peace.
Toronto Argonauts Alumni

Peter Martin - February 06 at 11:24 PM

“

Jim was a favourite mate of mine during our years with the Toronto Argonauts. Only
his wonderful sense of humour surpassed his loyalty to his teammates. We laughed
a great deal together; I do hope the ringing of Jim’s laughter will remain in the
memories of his family and his many teammates and friends in Canada.
Travel well, good friend - I shall think of you often.
Mike Eben - Toronto Argonauts

MIke Eben - February 06 at 11:17 PM

“

Effie
Fond memories of your time spent in Toronto.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Pete and Wendy Martin

Peter Martin - February 06 at 11:12 PM

“

I met Jim Stillwagon over thirty years ago when I first moved to Columbus, Ohio from
New York. Jim was more than a business partner, he was my friend and was always
supportive of my family and me during times of joy and sorrow. I know his loss is
devastating to his wife Effie, his daughters, grandchildren, brothers, other family
members and everyone who loved him. I will always remember and cherish the
lunches, chats and other special moments shared with Jim and Effie over the years.
One thing I know for sure is that my life is better and richer for having Jim in it.
Sending love, light and prayers to Effie and the rest of the family. RIH Big Guy! You
are missed already.
Mary Cofer

Mary Cofer - February 06 at 09:14 PM

“

Effie, Kim and family. I cannot imagine the grief that you are feeling right now. My
heart goes out to all of you. Know that I will miss that funny, vivacious, hard working.
outspoken man. Please let me know if there is anything that any of us here at
Jenkins can do to help
you through this. I thoroughly enjoyed my long conversations with that man and he
will be missed. Shirley Sparagana

Shirley Sparagana - February 06 at 06:10 PM

“

J. Jenkins Sons Co. Inc. employees purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of James Stillwagon.

J. Jenkins Sons Co. Inc. employees - February 06 at 05:49 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Stillwagon.

February 06 at 03:21 PM

“

Mrs. Stillwagon, Angela, Nicole and Electra,
We are so sorry for your loss. We are thinking of you during this time.
-The Popa Family

Jackie Popa Armstrong - February 06 at 02:17 PM

“

Stillwagons, I'm so sorry to hear about Jim.
My thoughts are with you all in this difficult time.
Matt Broom

Matt Broom - February 05 at 09:01 PM

“

Effie, Kim and Family....I am sad...so sorry to hear of Still's passing..funniest ,nicest,
smartest guy I knew..it was not crowded where Still soared...he was a man among boy's ..I
will miss his stories and smile....let's grieve for him a short while...but remember
him....forever....My best....Tom Skladany
Tom Skladany - February 07 at 11:52 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Effie and family! Jim was a good friend to me and went out of his
way to make sure my son enjoyed himself. He will be missed by so many and I will
especially miss his story telling. Prayers for you during this difficult time!

Lance and Jonas Drummond
Lance Drummond - February 09 at 02:06 PM

“

Effie and family
Please know that you are each in my prayers. Jim's untimely death hits us all hard and my
heart breaks for you. May God grant you consolation as you live into this time of grief. I am
unable to join you this weekend but you will never be far from my thoughts.
Silly as it may sound, one of my favorite memories is of hunting ground hogs with Jim at
your place outside Toronto back in 1971. I was pretty pathetic. Hope the memories bring a
smile.
May God hold you close
Paul Schmidlin
Paul Schmidlin - February 10 at 06:01 AM

